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ACROSS
 1 Cheerful and friendly (6)

 4 Medieval architectural style (6)

 9 Frankness (7)

 10 Semblance (5)

 11 A mixture of metals (5)

 12 Fail to do (7)

 13 Unavoidably (4,2,2,3)

 18 Give way (7)

 20 Peculiar to an area (5)

 22 Stage whisper (5)

 23 An irregularity (7)

 24 Grant immunity (6)

 25 Dazed state (6)

ACROSS

 1 Change direction at first when set upon (6)

 4 Repeat prescription once more without the 
doctor (6)

 9 Country full of males in song (7)

 10 Collects spare parts (5)

 11 Thousand fine varieties are cut (5)

 12 He doesn’t believe in anything fancy (7)

 13 Its operators require hard cash (4,7)

 18 Worried by an unknown number of debts? 
(7)

 20 A bookie and a course (5)

 22 Naturally they raise awkward points (5)

 23 Sign of repentance in spring? (3,4)

 24 Withdraw from the general retreat (6)

 25 Indigestible food, for example, sent back (6)

DOWN

 1 Enquire inside in the manner of French 
state (6)

 2 Times by the score (5)

 3 Capacity to please (7)

 5 Woman is held in Oregon or Maine (5)

 6 Too vain perhaps - because of this? (7)

 7 Tears out the last letter; it’s only a 
substitute (6)

 8 Terrifying cure for baldness? (4-7)

 14 Dictionary for the French team to study (7)

 15 Would two like him be of one mind? (7)

 16 Cup-bearer? (6)

 17 It matters little that it’s sweet (6)

 19 It’s due to love taking wing (5)

 21 Submit a return (5)

DOWN
 1 Scavenging wild dog (6)

 2 Open to bribery (5)

 3 Mentally soothing (7)

 5 Yet to be paid (5)

 6 Bring ship to a stop (5,2)

 7 To cause (6)

 8 Put into operation (5,2,4)

 14 Be disposed (7)

 15 Exclude (4,3)

 16 Getaway (6)

 17 Actor (6)

 19 Consume completely (3,2)

 21 Painful contraction of muscle (5)

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

DIFFICULDIFFICULDIFFICUL

QUICK CLUES

FRIDAY’S SOLUTIONS (17408)

Fill in all 

the squares 

in the grid 

so that 

each row, 

column and 

each of the 

9X9 

squares 

contains all 

the digits 

from 1 to 9. 

GAME ZONE: Scan the 
QR code for more 
daily puzzles and 
brain teasersup. The TMC couldn’t tolerate the

huge respect an Adivasi daughter
was getting. Murmu, who is 
known for her innocence, was dis-
heartened and had to express her
regret. The President of India had
to express her pain.”

TMC’s Rajya Sabha MP Saayoni
Ghosh said: “With due respect to 
the President, I would say that she
is not the President of the country.
What we saw in West Bengal 
recently was unprecedented. The
President of India is coming for a 
political campaign. She was speak-
ing political language and making
political comments. When women
were raped and paraded naked in
Manipur, didn’t it come to the 
mind of the Prime Minister that 
they were also Adivasi women?” 

BJP leader Rahul Sinha said:
“Ghosh’s remarks prove that the 
entire mismanagement in the 

The end of the ruthless govern-
ment is inevitable. The mahajan-
gal raj will come to an end.”

Dismissing the PM’s allegations
over infiltration, state education 
minister Bratya Basu said: “More 
than 6.3 million names have 
already been deleted from the 
electoral roll and many more are 
under adjudication. How many 
Rohingyas and Bangladeshis were
found? How many infiltrators 
were there?”

Modi also slammed the ruling
TMC over the alleged protocol 
breach at an event attended by 
President Droupadi Murmu last 
week, saying: “Recently, our Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu, a daugh-
ter of the Adivasi community, had
come to West Bengal to attend an
international conference on San-
thals. But the arrogant and ruth-
less TMC government messed it 

President’s event was planned by 
the ruling TMC.”

Earlier in the day, the PM
attended a government pro-
gramme where he laid the founda-
tion stone and inaugurated multi-
ple infrastructure and develop-
ment projects worth around Rs 
18,680 crore.

Meanwhile, four people were
arrested late on Saturday in con-
nection with the violence that took
place around 5 km from Brigade 
Parade Ground, as BJP supporters
were heading towards the event. 
According to eyewitnesses, sup-
porters of both parties allegedly 
threw stones at each other and 
raised slogans, triggering tension 
in the busy locality.

State minister Sashi Panja
alleged that BJP workers
attacked her residence, leaving her
injured.

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Saturday accused the
ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC)
in West Bengal of turning Bengali
Hindus into a “minority” in the 
state and opposing the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise 
to ensure “infiltrators are not 
removed from the voters’ list”.

Meanwhile, barely hours before
Modi’s rally, a clash broke out 
between TMC and BJP supporters
near the venue, leaving at least 
eight police personnel injured. 
Police said four people have been 
arrested in connection with the 
matter.

“Over the last few decades, the
demography has changed in many
areas of Bengal. Bengali Hindus 
are being turned into a minority. 
The TMC is opposed to giving citi-
zenship to Hindus because for 
them their vote bank is para-
mount. They don’t consider Hin-
dus as their vote bank because 
they (Hindus) don’t add up to their
criminal gangs. The TMC opposed
the SIR so that infiltrators are not 
removed from the voters’ list. They
are not even ready to delete the 
names of dead voters,” Modi said 
while addressing a rally at Kolk-
ata’s Brigade Parade Grounds to 
mark culmination of the party’s 
statewide ‘Parivartan Yatra’.

Continuing his attack on the
Mamata Banerjee-led govern-
ment, Modi said: “The TMC had 
come to power with its ‘Ma 
(Mother), Mati (Soil), Manush 
(People)’ slogan. Today mothers 
are crying, soil is being looted and
the people of Bengal are forced to 
leave the state. Infiltration is pos-
ing a big threat to Bengal’s Roti 
(Food), Beti (Daughters) and Mati
(Soil).”

He added: “In most of the
crimes, one or the other criminal 
is either a TMC leader or is associ-
ated with it. The TMC government
openly stands beside the criminals
and tries to shield them. This atti-
tude has resulted in increased 
attacks on women.”

“The TMC government has a
single agenda. They won’t work 
themselves, nor will they allow 
anyone to work. Till they get their
cut money they don’t allow any 
benefits to reach the poor people. 
That’s why they have applied 
brakes on the Centre’s schemes,” 
Modi said, adding that the TMC’s 
“hooliganism is nearing its end”.

“The countdown for the ouster
of the TMC-government has 
started. Today the bugle for a new
revolution in Bengal has been 
sounded from the Brigade Parade
Ground. The writing is on the wall
and in the hearts of the people. 

TMC rule reduced Bengali 
Hindus to a minority: Modi

PM Narendra Modi with state BJP chief Samik Bhattacharya and LoP Suvendu Adhikari in Kolkata. PTI

Utpal Parashar

letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
accused the Congress govern-
ments of keeping the North-
east far from both ‘Dilli’
(Delhi) and ‘Dil’ (Heart) for
many decades following Inde-
pendence while  addressing a
public meeting in  Assam’s
Silchar town, on the second
day of his two-day visit to the
poll-bound state. 

“For many decades follow-
ing Independence, Congress
governments kept Northeast
far from both ‘Dilli’ (Delhi)
and ‘Dil’ (Heart). In a way,
they had forgotten about the

region. But the double engine
government of BJP has con-
nected the region in such a
way that it has created a buzz
everywhere,” said Modi. 

He added, “Northeast is the
centre of India’s Act East Pol-
icy and is the bridge between
the country and the South
East Asia region. But like the
rest of NE, Congress had a big
role in alienating Assam’s
Barak Valley. They allowed
boundaries to be drawn in
such a way during Independ-
ence that led to the region
getting disconnected from the
sea.”

Modi highlighted how the
Barak Valley was an impor-
tant trade route and indus-
trial hub prior to Independ-

ence, but said that Congress
didn’t allow the region to
prosper. 

He stated that the BJP is
trying to correct that mistake.
At the event, the PM laid the
foundation stone of the Shil-
long-Silchar Corridor, the
first access-controlled Green-
field four-lane high-speed
corridor in Northeast India.

The 166 km corridor, with
an investment of around
₹22,860 crore, will signifi-
cantly improve connectivity
between Meghalaya and
Assam. The project will
reduce the distance between
Guwahati and Silchar and
reduce travel time from 8.5
hours to approximately 5
hours.

Cong kept NE far from ‘Dilli’ and ‘Dil’: PM

PRAYAGRAJ: The Allahabad High
Court has said that the Sambhal 
collector and superintendent of 
police (SP) should either resign or
seek transfer if they feel they are 
not competent enough to enforce
the law, after authorities cited law
and order concerns to limit the 
number of people offering prayers
at a mosque in the district.

A division bench of justices Atul
Sreedharan and Siddharth Nan-
dan underlined that it is the duty of
the State to ensure that every com-
munity can worship peacefully in
their designated places of worship.
The bench also said that worship-
pers do not need the State’s per-
mission to pray on private prop-
erty. “This court has already set-
tled that it is only where prayers or
religious functions have to be held
on public land or spill over the 
public property that the involve-
ment of the state is essential, and 
permission must be sought,” the 
bench said in a February 27 order,
but published online recently.

The bench made the remarks
on a plea moved by Sambhal resi-
dent Munazir Khan, who said that
he was prevented from conducting
prayers during Ramzan at the 
mosque. The state has disputed 
the ownership of the place where 
the mosque is said to be situated. 
The state also said that permission
was granted only for 20 worship-
pers to offer namaz on account of
“perceived law and order situa-
tion”.

The bench, in its order, rejected
the state’s contention. “If the local
authorities i.e. SP and Collector 
feels that the law and order situa-
tion could arise because of which 
they want to limit the number of 
worshippers within the premises,
they should either resign from 
their post or seek transfer outside
Sambhal if they feel they are not 
competent enough to enforce the 
rule of law,” the court said. HTC

IF CAN’T MANAGE, 
RESIGN: HC TO SP, 
COLLECTOR OVER 
SAMBHAL NAMAZ 
CURBS

Nadeem Inamdar
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PUNE:  At least 11 people were 
injured in Pune after a mob of 
around 100 people allegedly asked
Muslim men to remove their skull
caps before assaulting them while
they were breaking their fast dur-
ing Ramzan, police said on Satur-
day, adding that 

Police said the incident
occurred on Friday evening near 
Askarwadi-Bhiwari on Pune’s out-
skirts. According to officers aware
of the details, the Muslim men 
were preparing to break their fast
near a pond when the mob came 
on motorcycles. Quoting from 
complaint, police said the mob 
allegedly questioned them about 
their presence. “The attackers 
asked them to remove the skull 
caps from their heads,” an officer 
said, adding the mob then alleg-
edly abused the group and 
assaulted them with sticks and sic-
kles.  At least 11 people sustained 
injuries, police said. “We have so 
far identified 10-15 suspects. Teams
have been formed to trace them 
and ascertain their affiliation,” said
senior inspector Kumar Kadam.

11 INJURED AS 

MOB ATTACKS 

MUSLIMS 

BREAKING FAST

HYDERABAD:  A 24-year-old man
was arrested on Saturday in Telan-
gana’s Medchal-Malkajgiri district
for allegedly injecting his HIV-pos-
itive blood into a 24-year-old 
woman after her family called off 
their marriage upon learning 
about his HIV status, police said.

According to Pocharam IT Cor-
ridor police inspector Bedada 
Raju, the incident took place in 
Ghatkesar town on March 11 when
the accused allegedly went to the 
woman’s house with a syringe 
containing his blood and forcibly 
injected it into her.

Quoting the complaint lodged
by the woman’s father, the inspec-
tor said that the father proposed 
getting his daughter married to 
the accused, who is also their close
relative. “However, as accused’s 
parents were suffering from HIV, 
he was apprehensive that the 
accused might also have HIV,” 
Raju said.

Six months ago, the woman’s
father had the accused undergo an
HIV test at a laboratory in Uppal. 
“The test results showed the 
accused was HIV-positive. As a 
result, the woman’s family called 

off the proposed marriage.” 
When the woman was alone,

the accused went to her house and
forcibly injected his blood into her
before fleeing. “The family then 
took her to a private hospital at 
Uppal. She told her parents that 
the accused had forcibly injected 
her with a syringe containing his 
blood in an attempt to compel her
to marry him,” Raju said.

Two days later, the family
lodged a complaint with the 
Pocharam IT Corridor police. 

Police registered a case under
relevant sections.

{ TELANGANA } AFTER CALLING OFF MARRIAGE

24-year-old man arrested for 
‘injecting’ woman with HIV+ blood

POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH CHANDIGARH
E-Tender Enquiry Notice No. PI(EP)/25-26/G/04 Phone No. 0172-2756469

Tender applications are invited for purchase of various items against E- Tender No. 1-4 from the Manufacturers or their sole authorized distributors/agents. The bidders can place their bids as
per terms & conditions contained on https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

Sr. No. Equipment/Item Name Quantity EMD Bid submission Date Bid Opening Date Deptt Name
Non-Pre Bid case

1 Repetitive Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation Machine 01 No. Rs. 80,000/- 01.04.2026 02.04.2026 Neurology
2 Dental Air Rotor Lubricating Machine 07 Nos. Rs. 70,000/- -do- -do- OHSC
3 Complete Shockwave Therapy System 01 No. Rs. 96,000/- -do- -do- Physiotherapy
4 DOTATATE for Labelling with Lu-177 20 mg half yearly, Total 2

Consignments (40 mg in one year)
Rs. 26,000/- -do- -do- Nuclear Medicine

Tender document can also be downloaded from website www.pgimer.edu.in and can be applied on website www.eprocure.gov.in. Bid Security (EMD) should be for the amount as per the
instruments defined in tender documents having its validity at least for one year & duly pledged in favour of Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh. The
tenders will be opened on the dates given above at 12.00 PM in the presence of the authorized intending tenderers. Tenders not submitted on the prescribed form, not accompanied with Bid
Security shall be summarily rejected.
NOTE 1. The terms and Conditions of the original Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) available on PGIMER Website will remain same. However on switching over to e-tendering on e-Procurement, the
bids will be received in electronic form on e-Procurement website and no bid will be received in Physical form. The EMD will be received in Physical form in Procurement Branch (Import)
and scan copy is to be uploaded in electronic form on e-procurement website, CPPP Portal (Central Public Procurement Portal).
NOTE 2. If any of the tender opening dates happens to be a holiday in PGIMER, Chandigarh, then the same shall be opened on next full working day.
Additional Terms and Conditions:
1. The Institute has adopted amended Notice Inviting Tenders (NIT) which is available on e-Procurement website (https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app) and Website: www.pgimer.edu.

in. Therefore the bidders are requested to go through the Instructions Carefully before submitting bids.
2. In case of item Sr. No. 04 above Exemption under Public Procurement (preference to Make in India) order 2017 has been granted by the Competent Authority, therefore Para 5 of

Annexure ‘A’ of NIT will not be applicable in this case.
The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders received without assigning any reason thereof.
PGI RC Advt. 2026 HR-000177 Professor In-Charge (EP)

¼if.M+r nhun;ky mik/;k; Hkou] yky dksBh] Vksad jksM+] t;iqj&15½

bZ&fufonk lwpuk la[;k%& 06@2025&26

ddkk;;kkZZyy;; uuxxjj ffuuxxee tt;;iiqqjj

jkt-laokn@lh@25@22356

dsUnz ,oa jkT; ljdkj ds lHkh foHkkxksa esa mi;qDr Js.kh esa iathd`r Bsdsnkjksa ,oa uxj

fuxe t;iqj esa iathd`r laosndksa ls vf/k'kk"kh vfHk;Urk ¼izkstsDV&izFke½ }kjk Procurement

Of Service For Operation Of Door TO Door Household Waste Collection, Segregation

And Transportation Of Collected Household Waste Upto Secondary Collection Point

Through Real Time Monitoring Using Geo-Fencing, VTS & RFID Based Monitoring

System In 11 Wards Of Mansarovar Zone Of Nagar Nigam Jaipur dk;Z dh bZ&fufonk

vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSA dk;Z dh vuqekfur ykxr] Vs.Mj csps tkus rFkk izkIr djus dh rkjh[k]

Vs.Mj 'krZ vkfn lEiw.kZ fooj.k uxj fuxe t;iqj dh osclkbZV

http;//sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.jaipurmc.org & eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ij

ns[kh tk ldrh gSA
NIT No. 06/2025-26 UBN No.:-JMC2526WLOB02941

vf/k'kk"kh vfHk;Urk ¼izks-&izFke½
uxj fuxe t;iqj

Øekad %& tlv@2025@538 fnukad% 13-03-2026
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