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13 killed
as gunmen attack pre-wedding 
party in Nigeria’s Kaduna state
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HAIFA

ISRAEL’s fire and rescue serv-
ice said its crews were working 
to extinguish a large blaze at the 
Haifa oil refinery after it was hit 
by debris from the interception 
of  a projectile on Monday.

Television channels showed 
thick black smoke billowing 
into the sky from the site, while 
the fire service shared photos 
of  a tank on fire. “The incident 
involves a fire at a tank con-
taining 3,000 cubic metres of  
gasoline,” the service said, add-
ing that the gasoline was being 
pumped out of  the tank.

Firefighters were operating at 
the scene “where debris from an 
interception was identified fol-
lowing the latest barrage”, the 
service said, adding there were 
no casualties. The incident oc-
curred shortly after the Israeli 
military said it had detected new 
incoming missiles from Iran.

It was not immediately clear 
whether the refinery had been 
hit by debris from a missile 
from Iran or Lebanon or from 
an intercepting Israeli projec-

tile. Footage acquired by AFP, 
filmed shortly after the impact, 
showed a plume of  dark smoke 
rising above cylindrical tanks.

AFP journalists who arrived 
at the scene around an hour 
later said the smoke had dissi-
pated and firefighters were 
working to manage the fire.

The refinery in Haifa, Israel’s 
third-largest city, is located in a 
large industrial zone.

Israel’s military had 
earlier said “search and 
rescue forces, both re-
serve and regular forces, 
are on their way to a site 
in northern Israel where 
reports of  impact have 
been received”, without speci-
fying the precise location. Is-
raeli media said the site was 
also hit on March 19 when Iran 
fired missiles towards Israel.

Iran defies Lebanon expulsion
Iran on Monday defied Leba-
non’s expulsion order for its 
ambassador by saying he would 
stay, further increasing ten-
sions in a country in the cross-
hairs of  the latest fighting be-

tween the Iranian-backed 
Hezbollah and Israel.

Lebanon had declared Am-
bassador Mohammad Reza 
Shibani “persona non grata” in 
an effort to weaken Iran’s dip-
lomatic presence and have a 
charge d’affairs at its embassy 
instead. But the deadline to 
leave the country was Sunday.

“Our embassy in Lebanon is 
active,” Iranian Foreign Minis-

try spokesman Es-
mail Baghaei told 
journalists. “Our 
ambassador, fol-
lowing remarks 
made by relevant 
Lebanese bodies 

and the conclusions reached, 
will continue his mission in 
Beirut and he is still there.”

Lebanese officials did not im-
mediately respond to a request 
for comment. It was not clear 
what Lebanon would might do 
next or how diplomatic rela-
tions might be affected.  

The Iranian ambassador is 
reportedly in the embassy, 
where he is believed to have dip-
lomatic immunity. AFP/AP

Haifa refinery hit in Israel as war drags on
Authorities said fuel tank with 3,000 cubic metres of gasoline is burning; fuel is pumped out

Firefighters attempt to extinguish a fire following a projectile impact on a refinery in Israel’s northern city of Haifa |  AFP

G7 vows action for 
energy stability 
PARIS: G7 economy and 
finance ministers on Monday 
said they were ready to take 
“all necessary measures” to 
stabilise energy markets amid 
the fallout of the West Asia 
war. Strikes by the US and 
Israel on Iran and Tehran’s 
retaliation have disrupted Gulf 
oil flows, pushing up prices 
and affecting global supply 
chains. In a joint statement, 
ministers stressed coordinated 
action to safeguard economic 
stability and urged countries 
not to impose export curbs on 
hydrocarbons. They said they 
were closely monitoring risks 
to growth and markets, as 
governments roll out targeted 
support measures to cushion 
rising energy costs and 
inflation.

Israel hits Tehran univ; 
Iran navy chief dead
TEHRAN: Israel’s military said 
it struck Imam Hossein 
University in Tehran, run by 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards, 
alleging it was used for 
advanced weapons research. 
The IDF said multiple strikes 
hit military infrastructure 
within the campus, including 
wind tunnels, a chemistry 
centre and engineering 
facilities linked to weapons 
development. The university is 
considered a key IRGC 
academic and military hub and 
has been visited by senior 
Iranian leaders. Meanwhile, 
Iran confirmed the death of 
naval commander Alireza 
Tangsiri, who succumbed to 
injuries after an earlier Israeli 
strike. The Guards hailed his 
role in securing the Strait of 
Hormuz and warned of 
retaliation, signalling possible 
escalation and further regional 
instability in the coming days, 
raising fears of a broader 
regional conflict.

HOW COUNTRIES 
ARE TACKLING 

FUEL SHOCK
As oil prices surge following 
disruptions in the Strait of 

Hormuz, governments are rolling 
out measures to curb consumption 

and shield citizens

UK flags action against 
profiteering; £53m aid for  

heating oil users

Ireland cuts fuel taxes, suspends 
levies; extends heating support

Vietnam removes fuel taxes to 
ease consumer burden

Australia offers free public 
transport in Victoria and Tasmania

Philippines subsidises transport 
drivers, cuts ferry services

Sri Lanka caps weekly fuel use; 
declares midweek public holiday

Slovenia imposes daily  
fuel purchase limits

Myanmar enforces odd-even 
vehicle rule, QR-based  

fuel tracking

Bangladesh rations fuel, 
expands planned power cuts

Egypt enforces early closures, 
remote work, trims state fuel use

Thailand limits AC use, pushes 
work from home

Vietnam urges fewer trips, 
promotes public transport

Ethiopia prioritises fuel for 
essential sectors

PRICE RELIEF & SUBSIDIES

FREE OR CHEAPER 
TRANSPORT

RATIONING & ESTRICTIONS

DEMAND-CUT MEASURES

EMERGENCY STEPS

Philippines declares national 
emergency; plans oil stockpiling
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MOSCOW

RUSSIA will continue to sup-
ply energy resources to Ha-
vana, the Kremlin said on Mon-
day, as a Russian tanker 
carrying the first consignment 
of  773 thousand barrels of  oil 
reached a Cuban port.  

“We will continue working. 
In the desperate situation the 
Cubans now find themselves,  
we cannot remain indifferent. 
Therefore, we will continue 
working on this issue,” the 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters.

The official news agency 
TASS noted that the energy sit-
uation in Havana has worsened 
following the US-led military 
operation in Venezuela on Jan-
uary 3, which resulted in the 
capture of  President Nicolas 
Maduro. 

On January 29, the US  Presi-
dent signed an executive order 
authorising Washington to im-
pose punitive tariffs on goods 
from countries that supply oil 
to Cuba.  

It was previously reported 
that the US does not object to 
periodic oil shipments to Cuba 
by Russia and other countries 
for humanitarian reasons.

Despite the de facto US fuel 
blockade of  the island, the US 
Coast Guard’s two patrol boats 
in the region did not attempt to 
intercept the Russian tanker, 
the non-government Interfax 
agency reported.  

According to some reports 
circulating on social media,
Anatoly Kolodkin, on the list of  
Russia’s sanctioned “shadow 
fleet”, was escorted at various 
stages of  sailing through the 

English Channel and Atlantic 
by a naval frigate and a subma-
rine in accordance with the 
government decision.

On March 25, the Maritime 
Board of  Russia had decided to 
provide naval escort to vessels 
sailing to and from the Russian 
ports.  AFP

Russia expels UK diplomat 
over espionage charges
MOSCOW: Russia on Monday 
expelled a British diplomat, 
accusing him of “subversive 
intelligence activities”, a claim 
London dismissed as “complete 
nonsense”. The diplomat has been 
ordered to leave within two 
weeks, with Moscow warning 
Britain against retaliation. 
London accused Russia of 
escalating harassment of its 
embassy staff. The move adds to 
a pattern of tit-for-tat expulsions 
between the two countries, whose 
relations remain strained over the 
Ukraine war. Tensions have long 
been fuelled by espionage 
allegations, including the 2006 
poisoning of Alexander Litvinenko 
in London and the 2018 Novichok 
attack on Sergei Skripal in 
Salisbury, which triggered mass 
diplomatic expulsions across the 
West.

Russia to maintain 
energy flow to Cuba 
despite US pressure

Russian President Vladimir Putin |  AP

JERUSALEM

ISRAEL’s military said Mon-
day it had pulled a battalion out 
of  the West Bank after a soldier 
assaulted a CNN photojournal-
ist last week in a village in the 
occupied Palestinian territory.

A CNN team was reporting 
on the aftermath of  an assault 
by Israeli settlers and the estab-
lishment of  an illegal outpost 
near the Palestinian village of  
Tayasir on Thursday when 
they were detained by Israeli 
soldiers, the Foreign Press As-
sociation said in a statement.

After the soldiers pointed 
their guns at the CNN crew, “an 
IDF soldier approached CNN’s 
photojournalist from behind, 
placed him in a chokehold, 
slammed him to the ground, and 
damaged his camera”, said the 
association, which represents 
hundreds of  journalists in Israel 
and the Palestinian territories. 
CNN corroborated the details in 

its own report on the incident, 
identifying the photojournalist 
as Frenchman Cyril Theophilos. 
“This was not a misunderstand-
ing... It was a violent assault on 
clearly identified journalists and 
a direct attack on press free-
dom,” the FPA said.

On Monday, the military, in a 
rare move, withdrew a battal-
ion from the West Bank follow-
ing the incident. It was the sec-
ond such incident involving 
CNN this month.

Budget passed, polls averted
Meanwhile, Israel’s parliament 
passed its annual budget, en-
suring Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s govern-
ment can complete its term 
until fall and avoid early elec-
tions.  The $270 billion budget 
includes a sharp rise in defence 
spending amid the Iran war.  
Opposition slams ultra-Ortho-
dox funding amid ongoing war-
time economic strain. AP/AFP

Palestinians inspect a torched house following Israeli  settlers’ rampage through 
nearby Nablus-area villages, in West Bank village of Deir  al-Hatab |  AP

Israel pulls battalion 
over attack on CNN

Junta chief set for presidency in Myanmar
NAYPYIDAW

MYANMAR cleared the way on Mon-
day for coup-leading general Min 
Aung Hlaing to become president 
and maintain his rule in civilian 
garb, with lawmakers nominating 
him as a vice-presidential candidate 
and the junta replacing him as mili-
tary commander.

Min Aung Hlaing has ruled Myan-

mar since 2021 when he ordered a 
coup toppling the government of  
Aung San Suu Kyi—detaining the 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate, dissolv-
ing her party and triggering civil 
war. After five years of  hardline 
rule, he oversaw heavily restricted 
polls that criminalised protest or 
criticism of  the vote and returned a 
walkover win for pro-military par-
ties in late January. 

“This political manoeuvering sig-
nals that Hlaing intends to continue 
ruling the country with an iron fist,” 
said analyst Naing Min Khant of  the 
Institute for Strategy and Policy My-
anmar think tank. “He fundamental-
ly lacks legitimacy but desperately 
craves the facade of  it.” MP Kyaw 
Kyaw Htay nominated Min Aung Hla-
ing for vice-president on Monday, 
state media reported.  AP

Bodies lying on the ground on the outskirts of the capital, 
in Jebel Iraq, South Sudan |  AP

JUBA

GUNMEN killed more than 70 people in South 
Sudan over a gold mining row on the outskirts 
of  the capital over the weekend, police said 
Monday. A video of  dozens of  bodies lying on 
the ground was shared online, and a local 
journalist said many other victims are be-
lieved to have fled to the bushes. The gold 
mining site at Jebel Iraq in Central Equato-
ria State has in the past been the site of  vio-
lent clashes involving illegal miners. 

Gold mining in South Sudan is largely un-
regulated, with state governments operating 
their own sectors independently of  national 
authorities.

Police spokesperson Kwacijwok Dominic 
Amondoc said he would share more informa-
tion about the attack once he gets more de-
tails. “All I know is that unknown gunmen at-
tacked Jebel Iraq at a gold mine. There are 
more than 70 dead and many more injured,” 
he said.

The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/
Army – In Opposition, or SPLM/A-IO, con-
demned the attack on Monday and blamed 
government forces, known as the SSPDF.

“Jebel Iraq lies within a zone that is entire-
ly under the exclusive control of  the SSPDF. 
Consequently, full responsibility for the mas-
sacre rests with the SSPDF forces that control 
the area,” a statement from the opposition 
said. AP

Gunmen kill over 70 
people in South Sudan

Air Canada CEO  
to step down
TORONTO: Air Canada said 
CEO Michael Rousseau will 
retire by the end of the third 
quarter after backlash over 
his English-only condolence 
message following a fatal 
crash in New York. The airline, 
based in French-speaking 
Quebec, had faced criticism 
from Prime Minister Mark 
Carney and Quebec leaders.

China resumes N Korea flights after 6 yrs
BEIJING: China’s flag carrier Air China on Monday 
resumed direct flights between Beijing and Pyongyang, 
marking a further easing of pandemic-era restrictions. 
The flight was welcomed by China’s ambassador and 
diplomats, state media said. The move follows the 
resumption of passenger train services between the 
capitals earlier this month. 
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