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PARIS

THE International Energy Agency 
said on Wednesday its member coun-
tries would unlock 400 million bar-
rels of  oil from their reserves to ease 
the impact of  the West Asia war, the 
biggest such release ever. “The oil 
market challenges we are facing are 
unprecedented in scale, therefore I 
am very glad that IEA member coun-
tries have responded with an emer-
gency collective action of  unprece-
dented size,” IEA Executive Director 
Fatih Birol said.

The IEA-coordinated release ex-
ceeded the 182 million barrels of  oil 
that member countries of  the Paris-
based global energy body released in 
2022 when Russian leader Vladimir 
Putin invaded Ukraine. “The emer-
gency stocks will be made available 
to the market over a timeframe that 
is appropriate to the national cir-
cumstances of  each member coun-
try and will be supplemented by ad-
ditional emergency measures by 
some countries,” the IEA 
said. 

The announcement came 
as leaders of  the Group of  
Seven advanced economies 
discussed the widespread 
economic fallout from the 
US-Israeli war with Iran, now into 
its second week, at a video confer-
ence meeting chaired by French 
President Emmanuel Macron. Ear-
lier on Wednesday, Japan, whose 

strategic oil reserves are among the 
world’s largest, and Germany said 
they would tap into their oil reserves. 
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi 

said Japan would release 
reserves as early as Mon-
day, while Germany’s 
Economy and Energy 
Minister Katherina Re-
iche said her country 
planned to do the same, 

without specifying a date.
“Without waiting for a formal de-

cision on coordinated international 
stock releases with the IEA, Japan 
has decided to take the lead in easing 

supply and demand in the interna-
tional energy market by releasing 
strategic reserves as early as the 
16th of  March,” Takaichi told 
reporters.

“Given Japan’s exceptionally high 
dependence on the West Asia (for oil) 
and as we will be severely impacted, 
we plan to utilise Japan’s strategic 
petroleum reserves,” she said.

Reiche said a total of  2.4 million 
tons would be released. The crude 
market has been hit by wild volatil-
ity since the United States and Is-
rael began striking Iran at the end 
of  last month. AFP

Wiped 2L Stryker systems in 
US, says Iran-linked hackers
WASHINGTON

AN Iran-linked hacking group 
claimed responsibility Wednesday 
for a sweeping cyberattack on US 
medical technology giant Stryker, 
saying it had wiped more 
than 200,000 systems and 
extracted 50 terabytes of  
data in retaliation for mili-
tary strikes on Iran.

“Our major cyber oper-
ation has been executed 
with complete success,” 
Handala said in a state-
ment, describing the at-
tack as retaliation for 
what it called “the brutal
attack on the Minab 
school” and for “ongoing 
cyber assaults against the 
infrastructure of  the Axis 
of  Resistance.”

The group said it had 
shut down Stryker offices 
in 79 countries and that all extracted 
data was “now in the hands of  the 
free people of  the world.”

It issued an open warning to what 
it described as “Zionist leaders and 
their lobbies,” adding: “This is only 

the beginning of  a new chapter in 
cyber warfare.”

Founded in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
Stryker is a global medical device gi-
ant with some 56,000 employees and 
$25.12 billion in 2025 revenues, mak-

ing everything from ortho-
pedic implants and surgical 
instruments to hospital 
beds and robotic surgery 
systems.

The Handala group later 
posted that it had also car-
ried out an attack on Veri-
fone, which specializes in 
electronic and point-of-sale 
payments.

AFP could not independ-
ently verify the claims. The 
outages began shortly after 
0400 GMT on Wednesday, the 
Wall Street Journal report-
ed, citing people familiar 
with the matter. Windows de-
vices -- including laptops and 

mobile phones connected to Stryker’s 
networks — were remotely wiped. 
The logo of  Handala, a pro-Palestin-
ian hacking group with reported ties 
to Iran, appeared on login screens, 
according to the Journal. AFP

IEA releases 400m barrels of oil amid war
Unprecedented release by the International Energy Agency to benefit its 32 members and meet needs

SL court orders handover of 
Iranian sailors’ bodies
COLOMBO: A Sri Lankan court on Wednesday 
ordered authorities to hand over the bodies of 
84 Iranian sailors killed in a US attack on an 
Iranian vessel off the country’s southern coast 
to Iran’s embassy. Galle Chief Magistrate 
Sameera Dodangoda directed the Galle 
National Hospital to release the bodies 
following a police request. The sailors died 
when the Iranian frigate IRIS Dena sank off 
Galle after the attack last week while 
returning from a naval exercise in 
Visakhapatnam, India. The bodies, recovered 
by Sri Lankan authorities, are currently stored 
in refrigerated containers at the hospital. In 
all 32 survivors earlier discharged and moved 
to a Sri Lanka Air Force base in Galle

U.S. 
destroys 16 

Iranian 
vessels

DUBAI: The US 
military said it 

destroyed 16 
Iranian  

mine-laying 
vessels as 
tensions 

escalated over 
Strait of Hormuz 

where 20% of 
oil passes

Russia defends 
internet outages, 
says it will last ‘as 
long as it is needed’
MOSCOW

MOBILE internet outages in Russia 
will last as long as “necessary” to en-
sure citizens’ safety, the Kremlin 
said on Wednesday, after network 
disruptions were recorded in Mos-
cow and other Russian cities. It is the 
latest in a string of  curbs imposed by 
the Russian authorities on internet 

access, after Mos-
cow ordered restric-
tions on messaging 
apps WhatsApp, 
owned by US social 
media giant Meta, 
and Telegram.

Russia cited the 
need to combat criminal activity and 
pushing State-backed Russian rival 
Max instead. But Kremlin critics say 
it is an attempt to bolster surveil-
lance online. When asked at a daily 
briefing about how long the outages 
will last, Kremlin spokesman Dmit-
ry Peskov said “as long as additional 
measures are necessary to ensure 
safety of  our citizens.” AFP

6 killed 
and three severely injured as fire 
engulfs a bus in Switzerland

Flames rise from an Israeli  airstrike in Dahiyeh. Israel pressed its attacks across Lebanon on 
Wednesday, hitting an apartment building in central Beirut, in the second targeting of the heart 
of the capital since the West Asia war began |  AP OÚ«Û%lOÚ ÑÚOÛ%ÁÚ
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ªÉÄÃ®ÌAqÀ mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉAiÀÄ°è aPÀÌªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ f¯Éè ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ G¥À«¨sÁUÀUÀ½UÉ 
M¼À¥ÀqÀÄªÀ ¯ÉPÀÌ ²Ã¶ðPÉ : 8443-00-117-0-16-542 oÉÃªÀtÂ ªÀAwPÉ, 3054-03-102-0-01-200 gÁdå 
ºÉzÁÝj ¸ÉÃvÀÄªÉUÀ¼À ¤ªÀðºÀuÉ, 4059-80-051-0-29-386 E¯ÁSÁ PÀlÖqÀUÀ¼À ¤ªÀiÁðt CrAiÀÄ°è£À 
MlÄÖ 03 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ PÉ¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ mÉAqÀgï DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. 
PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀ»¹PÉÆ¼ÀÄîªÀ CxÀªÁ ¤ªÀð»¹gÀÄªÀ ̧ ÁªÀÄxÀåðzÀ §UÉÎ (Standard Tender Document 
KW - 1 & 4 gÀAvÉ) «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ®UÀwÛ¸ÀvÀPÀÌzÀÄÝ. UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjUÉ C¢ü¤AiÀÄªÀÄ 3gÀ°è £ÀªÀÄÆ¢¹gÀÄªÀ PÀ¤µÀÖ 
CºÀðvÉUÀ½zÀÝgÉ ªÀiÁvÀæ UÀÄwÛUÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ªÀ»¸À§ºÀÄzÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ. PÀ¤µÀÖ CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 7.35 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ 
UÀjµÀÖ CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 125.00 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ DVgÀÄvÀÛªÉ. PÉ¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÁVgÀÄªÀ 03 
PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ (EA.¸ÀASÉå: 28683 (2£ÉÃ PÀgÉ), 32320 (3£ÉÃ PÀgÉ) ¢£ÁAPÀ: 17-03-2026, EA.¸ÀASÉå: 
32274 (2£ÉÃ PÀgÉ) ¢£ÁAPÀ: 25-03-2026 gÀAzÀÄ) ¸ÀAeÉ 4.30 UÀAmÉAiÉÆ¼ÀUÉ mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À 
«ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ PÀbÉÃj ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è «µÀAiÀÄ ¤ªÁðºÀPÀgÀ£ÀÄß ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¹ w½AiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ.
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09/2025-26
CE / CIVIL /

DRIP 

TNGECL - DRIP II - Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project 
works to ���������������������������������������������������
�������������������� in Kundah Generation Circle, Nilgiri District, 
Tamil Nadu  under World Bank funded DRIP (Phase II)

10/2025-26
CE / CIVIL /

DRIP

TNGECL - DRIP II - Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement 
Project works to ������������������������������ in Kundah 
Generation Circle, Nilgiris District, Tamil Nadu  under World 
Bank funded DRIP (Phase II ) 

For Details of Work / Procurement / Due date of Submission / Opening / Viewing and downloading 
of E-Tenedrs Please visit Websites from  ������������������������� �� ���������������������������  
for submission of bids.
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