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Rangasamy must quit NDA as PM hasn’t 
responded to statehood demand: Ex-CM
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Puducherry

FORMER chief  minister and 
senior Congress leader V 
Narayanasamy on Wednesday 
said Chief  Minister N Ran-
gasamy should quit the NDA as 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has not responded to the de-
mand for statehood for Puduch-
erry. Speaking to reporters at 
his residence, Narayanasamy 
said Modi’s visit was welcome 
but government employees, 
teachers and students were 
brought compulsorily to attend 
the public meeting, which is 
unacceptable.

“Government vehicles, pri-
vate vehicles and student buses 
were used to bring people to the 
meeting. People did not partici-
pate in large numbers and more 
people were brought from 
neighbouring states,” he 
claimed. Referring to the public 
meeting, Narayanasamy said 
the chief  minister had ex-
pressed only limited disap-

pointment over the absence of  
financial allocation and had re-
quested statehood status.

“He said there was a small 
disappointment fearing that 
the Prime Minister might get 
angry. If  powers are required 
for an elected government, 
Rangasamy should have strong-

ly insisted on granting state-
hood immediately. Modi nei-
ther spoke about it nor gave 
any reply,” Narayanasamy 
said.

Stating that statehood was 
the chief  minister’s main de-
mand, Narayanasamy ques-
tioned whether Rangasamy 
was now ready to exit the alli-
ance since the issue was not ad-
dressed. Narayanasamy also 
disagreed with the Prime Min-
ister’s statement that Ayush-
man Bharat scheme was func-
t i o n i n g  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n 
Puducherry.

“The scheme has failed in Pu-
ducherry. Ayushman cards 

have not been distributed to 
people so far. Even private hos-
pitals in Chennai refuse to ac-
cept the scheme,” he said.

The Congress leader further 
alleged that the NR Congress-
BJP government had not cre-
ated medical infrastructure 
during the past five years and 
referred to the fake medicine 
manufacturing unit case in 
which several persons were ar-
rested and later released on 
bail.

“It is surprising that the 
Prime Minister spoke about de-
veloping Puducherry as a med-
ical tourism hub,” he said.

Narayanasamy said Modi 
should not make statements 
contrary to facts and ques-
tioned why no action had been 
taken if corruption had oc-
curred during the Congress 
regime.

“Modi himself  stopped the 
supply of  rice through ration 
shops during our rule, but now 
claims that rice was never dis-
tributed,” he said.

AIADMK tells
Cong to shun 
DMK if it has 
any self-respect
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Puducherry

PUDUCHERRY state secretary of  
AIADMK A Anbalagan on 
Wednesday said Congress work-
ers should boycott the DMK in 
the coming election if  they had 
any self-respect. Addressing re-
porters at the party headquar-
ters, he said, “In both Tamil Nadu 
and Puducherry, the DMK and 
the Congress, which have been in 
an alliance for over 20 years, are 
struggling to finalise a pact for 
the 2026 election.”

Referring to previous Assem-
bly election in Puducherry, An-
balagan  said, “In 2011, the Con-
gress won seven seats while the 
DMK secured two. In 2016, the 
Congress won 15 seats and the 
DMK again won only two. Now 
the DMK is claiming that the 
Congress government functioned 
only because of  the Dravidian 
major. Genuine Congress work-
ers with self-respect should boy-
cott the DMK.”

CM inaugurates `255-cr 
Kollidam-Chidambaram 
drinking water scheme
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Cuddalore

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on 
Wednesday inaugurated the 
Kollidam-Chidambaram Com-
bined Drinking Water Scheme, 
implemented at a cost of  ̀ 255.64 
crore, through video conference 
from Chennai.

The scheme has been execut-
ed by the Municipal Adminis-
tration and Water Supply De-
partment under the AMRUT 
2.0 and Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion schemes, with the 
Kollidam river as 
source.  I t  covers 
Chidambaram munici-
pality, Annamalai Na-
gar town panchayat and 
36 rural habitations under 
Kumaratchi and Parangipettai 
unions.

According to a statement, the 
project will benefit 81,154 resi-
dents of  Chidambaram munici-
pality, 23,510 residents of  An-
namalai Nagar town panchayat 
and 22,902 residents in 10 vil-
lage panchayats under Kuma-
ratchi and Parangipettai un-
ions, taking the total number of  
beneficiaries to 1,27,566.

The statement said, “Under 

the project, distribution pipe-
lines extending 69.04 km have 
been laid in Chidambaram mu-
nicipality providing 4,283 
household connections, while 
22.72 km of  pipelines have been 
laid in Annamalai Nagar town 
panchayat providing 1,497 
household connections. Drink-
ing water supply for rural areas
will be distributed through 
ground-level storage tanks es-
tablished in respective village 

panchayats.”
The chief  minister also 

laid the foundation 
stone for development 
of  tourism infrastruc-
ture at Veeranam lake 

in Cuddalore district at 
an estimated cost of  �8.08 

crore. The project includes 
construction of  an adventure 
tourism zone, administrative 
office, ticket counter, children’s 
park, parking facilities and toi-
lets. Stalin also laid the founda-
tion for construction of  an up-
graded synthetic athletic track 
at the Arignar Anna Sports Sta-
dium in Manjakuppam, Cud-
dalore, at a cost of  `14.49 crore 
under the Youth Welfare and 
S p o r t s  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Department.

63,000 TO BENEFIT

L-G announces `5K aid 
for BPL women heads 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Puducherry

LIEUTENANT Gover nor  
K Kailashnathan on 
Wednesday announced 
that financial assist-
ance will be provided 
to women heads of  
families living below 
the poverty line (BPL) 
in Puducherry.

In a statement is-
sued through social 
media, he said around 
63,000 women heads of  
families who are re-
ceiving monthly finan-
cial assistance from 
the government will be covered 
under the scheme for the next 
two months, considering house-
hold requirements. “ A sum of  

`2,500 per month will be re-
leased for two months, and each 
beneficiary will receive a total 
of  `5,000,” he said. The assist-

ance will be credited 
directly to the bank ac-
counts of  beneficiar-
ies through the Direct 
Benefit Transfer (DBT) 
system.

Kailashnathan said, 
“The progress of  a 
family lies in the hands 
of  the women. They 
not only build strong 
families but also con-
tribute to social devel-
opment. Economic in-
dependence of  women 

reflects social progress. This 
two-month financial assistance 
will serve as a small support to-
wards a self-reliant life.”

CM CALLS ON L-G OVER PENDING FILES
PUDUCHERRY: With election round the corner, Chief Minister N 

Rangasamy on Wednesday called on Lieutenant Governor  
K Kailashnathan at the Lok Niwas, seeking approval for pending 
government files. The meeting lasted for about five minutes. No 

official statement was issued on the meeting. However, sources said 
the chief minister discussed approval of revision of wages for ASHA 

workers and distribution of bicycles.  ENS

N Rangasamy V Narayanasamy

‘HOLI HAI’ 
People celebrating the festival of colours ‘Holi ’ at Rainbow Nagar  

in Puducherry on Wednesday  |  SRIRAM R

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Stalin opens new RDO office in Villupuram 
KALLAKURICHI: Chief Minister MK Stalin on Wednesday inaugurated a 
newly-constructed Revenue Divisional Officer office building at 
Tirukovilur in Kallakurichi district through video conference from 
Chennai.  Following the virtual inauguration, Collector MS Prasanth 
presided over a local event at Tirukovilur where the office was 
formally opened for public use. Tirukovilur MLA K Ponmudy 
inaugurated the facility in the presence of Ulundurpet MLA A J 
Manikannan. Officials said the new building will provide adequate 
space for staff to function effectively and enable the public to access 
revenue-related government services in a more convenient manner. 
According to a release, the building, constructed at a cost of `3.75 
crore by the Public Works department, will house the Revenue and 
Disaster Management department offices. The total built-up area of 
the structure is 8,476.60 sq ft,  It has facilities such as a lift, disabled-
friendly ramp access and  purified drinking water.  ENS

Worker electrocuted at 
V’puram railway shed 
VILLUPURAM: A 36-year-old 
contract worker at the railway 
shed allegedly died by 
electrocution on Wednesday.  
R Manikandan, the deceased, 
was a resident of  V Marudhur 
area and worked as a labourer 
at the shed in Villupuram 
railway station, under a private 
contractor, for a daily wage of 
`300. Manikandan was cleaning 
the toilet of a train stationed at 
the shed on Wednesday 
evening, and was electrocuted 
when he switched on the water 
gun. He was thrown off into the 
compartment. His co-workers 
had not heard anything as they 
were working at a distance and 
the body was noticed at least a 
few hours after he died, police 
sources said. The body was sent 
to the government medical 
college and hospital at 
Mundiyambakkam for autopsy. 
The railway police have 
registered a case.  ENS 

The progress of a 
family lies in the 

hands of the 
women. This  
two-month

assistance will 
serve as a small 

support towards a 
self-reliant life

L-G  K Kailashnathan

The PM 2.5 level recorded at Alandur 
on Wednesday. Nitrogen dioxide 
level was at 8 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3

40 µg|m3
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F.No.25-43/AE-I/JE(L)/O.M./2025-26 _Yao SLo, úR§ 24.02.2026

EZYoLûW SLWUu\ NôoTôL A±®lTÕ VôùR²p 
EZYoLûW SLWôh£, Ã NoúY Gi. 23/22B, 23/23, 22/22C 

& 23/22A NôWm YÚYôn ¡WôUm, Ï±g£ SLo TÏ§«p 
AûUkÕs[ Eh×\ NôûXLû[ “ùTôÕ NôûXL[ôL”  
A±®dL CkSLWôh£ EjúR£jÕs[Õ. Å§L°u 
E¬ûUVô[oLs ApXÕ Yô¬ÑRôWoLÞdÏ ApXÕ 
ùRôPo×ûPVYoLÞdÏ ApXÕ SLo ©¬ûY 
úNokRYoLÞdÏ HúRàm BhúNTû] CÚkRôp 
CqY±®l× ùY°«PlThP ØlTÕ SôhLÞdÏs 
GÝjÕl éoYUôL CkSLWôh£dÏ ùR¬®dÏmT¥ 
úLôWlTÓ¡\Õ. AqYôß ØlTÕ SôhLÞdÏs BhúNTû]  
HÕm ùT\lTP®pûX Gu\ôp CqYhPYûQ«p Ï±l©Pl 
ThÓs[ NôûXLû[ ùTôÕ UdL°u ETúVôLj§tLôL  
EZYoLûW SLWôh£ “ùTôÕ NôûXL[ôL A±®dL” GÓjÕd  
ùLôs[lTÓm GuTRû] CRu êXm ùR¬®dLlTÓ¡\Õ.

CkR NôûXLs Tt±V ®TWeLs www.oulmun.in Gu\ 
YûXR[j§p ùY°«PlThÓs[Õ.
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I, P.YAMINI

(Date of Birth : 20.12.1987) 

residing at No.115, Meerambigai 

Garden, Diwan Kanthappa 

Nagar, Periyamuthaliyarchavadi, 

Kottakuppam, Villupuram,  

Tamil Nadu - 605104, declare 

that I have changed my name as 

YAMINI D and henceforth I shall 

be called as YAMINI D only.
- P.YAMINI

CHANGE OF NAME


