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Our Staff Reporter 
INDORE 

Acropolis Institute of Technol-
ogy and Research hosted the 
national-level hackathon 
Prayatna 3.0 to promote inno-
vation, entrepreneurship and 
technical skills among stu-
dents. 

The 36-hour coding event 
saw 280 participants from 70 
teams across 12 states compet-
ing in domains such as artifi-
cial intelligence, cyber 
security, blockchain and ma-
chine learning. 

Industry experts Vijay Daul-

tani, Amol Vaidya, Nitil Gupta 
and Vijay Jain attended the 
valedictory ceremony along 
with Prof MK Dubey, Dr Jay-
antilal Bhandari, Dr SC 
Sharma and Dr Kamal Kumar 
Sethi. 

Runtime Terrors from Pune 
won the first prize, followed 
by The Avangard from Dehra-
dun and Charlie’s Angle from 
Bengaluru. Winners received 
cash prizes and internship op-
portunities. 

Mentors from Microsoft, 
Cisco, Accenture and other or-
ganisations guided partici-
pants throughout the event.

Acropolis hosts 
national hackathon 
Prayatna 3.0

Our Staff Reporter 
INDORE 

The World Health Congress 
2026, organised by SPARKES 
India with WHO India as 
knowledge partner, con-
cluded successfully with a 
focus on the ethical and im-
pactful use of artificial intel-
ligence in healthcare. The 
two-day event, held on 
March 14 to March 15 at 
Anand Mohan Mathur Audi-
torium, brought together 
global experts from coun-
tries including the US, Aus-
tralia, Egypt and Singapore. 

SPARKES India President 

Dr Neetesh K Jain empha-
sised innovation and collab-
oration in healthcare. Key 
dignitaries included Dr 
Deependra Singh, Dr Milind 
J Umekar, Dr Anil Kharia 
and Dr Shovan Majumder. 

Lifetime Achievement 
Awards were presented to 
Prof SC Chaturvedi and 
others. The congress fea-
tured panel discussions on 
AI integration, global collab-
oration and future health-
care skills, along with the 
SPARK Global Excellence 
Awards, which recognised 
contributions in research 
and leadership. 

World Health Congress 
2026 highlights ethical AI

Our Staff Reporter 
INDORE 

Sevakunj Hospital organised a 
free health camp on Tuesday 
at its Kanadia facility with the 
support of Ramesh Mendola, 
benefiting nearly 100 residents 
from nearby areas. The initiat-
ive aimed to provide access-
ible medical check-ups and 
consultations to the local com-
munity. 

The hospital continues to 
offer quality healthcare ser-

vices at affordable rates, in-
cluding treatment for complex 
illnesses by experienced 
specialists. BJP Mahila Morcha 
vice-president Radha Rathore 
boosted the camp's outreach 
by ensuring widespread pub-
lic awareness. 

Dignitaries present in-
cluded Dr Vimal Kumar, Dr 
Prashant Purohit, Dr Shakti-
vardhan and Dr Sadhan Sam-
vatsar, whose presence added 
credibility and encourage-
ment to the initiative.

Free health camp 
benefits nearly 100 
in Kanadia

Absence of 
EV charging 
SOP in state 
raises safety 
concerns 
Our Staff Reporter 
BHOPAL 

The Indore fire that killed 
eight people has exposed a 
major safety gap in Madhya 
Pradesh’s fast-growing electric 
vehicle ecosystem, where the 
absence of a standard oper-
ating procedure for EV charg-
ing and installation is 
increasing the risk of such fatal 
incidents. 

However, experts said elec-
tric vehicles are built with ad-
vanced safety systems and 
approved under stringent 
standards, and negligence in 
installation, poor-quality 
equipment and unsafe charg-
ing habits are turning prevent-
able risks into fatal incidents. 

Automobile expert RK 
Mandloi said the biggest risk 
lies in how charging infra-
structure is handled at homes. 
Maintaining the correct bal-
ance of voltage and current 
during charging is crucial, as 
any fluctuation can generate 

excessive heat and lead to seri-
ous hazards. 

Loose connections in switch 
sockets and faulty wiring 
further increase the risk. Even 
minor internal sparking due to 
poor wiring can cause over-
heating, making it essential to 
ensure that all charging points 
and vehicle connections are 
secure. 

Mandloi said EVs are 
equipped with an auto cut-off 
system designed to stop charg-
ing once the battery is full. 
However, if this system fails, 
overcharging can occur, lead-

ing to battery overheating and, 
in extreme cases, explosions. 

Experts clarified that EVs 
are not inherently dangerous. 

These vehicles are tested 
under global safety norms and 
are equipped with battery 
management systems (BMS), 

temperature control and fire-
resistant battery structures, 
making sudden ignition un-
likely. However, external fac-
tors such as voltage 
fluctuations, short circuits, 
sparking in meters or poor 
wiring management can 
trigger fires.

FIRE HAZARD| Indore tragedy exposes EV charging lapses

Poor charging standards put 
EV safety at risk, say experts

Home electrical planning 
crucial for EV safety

Experts said safety during EV charging begins with 
proper electrical planning at home. A dedicated wiring 
line ensures that the charging load does not interfere 

with the rest of the household supply, reducing the chances of 
overload and short circuits.Proper earthing ensures that excess 
current is safely discharged into the ground, preventing elec-
tric shocks and fire hazards. Installing a miniature circuit 
breaker (MCB) adds another layer of protection, as it automati-
cally cuts off power in case of faults or abnormal current flow.

No SOP  
in MP for  
EV charging 
safety 

Madhya Pradesh 
currently has no 
defined SOP for 

EV charging installation and 
safety, unlike other states 
where structured EV pol-
icies and clear guidelines are 
in place. Following the inci-
dent, Chief Minister Mohan 
Yadav on Thursday said the 
government is working on 
making EV charging sys-
tems and household electri-
cal setups safer. He said 
efforts are underway to en-
sure that faults in charging 
systems or home-installed 
electric locks do not lead to 
such accidents. Officials 
have inspected the site and 
are assessing safety gaps to 
prevent similar incidents in 
the future.

AI Image

Re-arrested 
Our Staff Reporter 
BHOPAL 

In a new de-
ve l o p m e n t , 
police invoked 
the National 
Security Act (NSA) against the 
prime suspect in an alleged 
banned meat supply case 
linked to the BMC slaughter-
house at Jinsi, Aslam Qureshi, 
also known as Chamda, and 
sent him to jail soon after his 
release on bail. Aslam was 
granted bail by the sessions 
court on Wednesday. How-
ever, he was re-arrested soon 
after being released from jail. 

Qureshi was taken into cus-
tody by Gandhi Nagar police 
as soon as he came out of jail 
on Wednesday evening.  

He was initially detained 
under Section 170 of the Bha-
ratiya Nagarik Suraksha San-
hita (BNSS) for breach of 
peace. On Thursday, Jahangi-
rabad police initiated NSA 
proceedings after obtaining 
the Collector’s approval. 

ACP Umesh Tiwari said that 
soon after Aslam came out of 
jail, his supporters raised slo-
gans, creating a tense atmos-
phere and posing a threat to 
communal harmony, promp-

ting preventive action. On 
Thursday, Jahangirabad police 
booked him under the NSA 
and sent him to jail. 

The case dates back to De-
cember 17, when a container 
carrying meat packets was in-
tercepted near the Police 
Headquarters area in Bhopal. 
A subsequent forensic exam-
ination at a laboratory in Ma-
thura reportedly confirmed 
the presence of banned meat, 
following which the BMC 
slaughterhouse at Jinsi was 
sealed on January 8. 

A case was registered 
against Aslam Qureshi and 
driver Shoaib under the Pre-
vention of Cow Slaughter Act. 
Both were arrested and sent to 
jail. Additionally, a veterinary 
doctor and eight other BMC 
staff members were sus-
pended for alleged negligence. 

To conduct a detailed inves-

tigation into the alleged supply 
of banned meat from the mu-
nicipal slaughterhouse, an SIT 
headed by ACP Umesh Tiwari 
was constituted on January 19. 

Bajrang Dal 
stages protest 
Following Aslam Qureshi’s 
bail, Bajrang Dal and Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad activists 
staged a protest in Bhopal on 
Thursday. Marching from 
Mata Mandir to the Police 
Commissioner’s office, pro-
testers raised slogans against 
the administration, alleging 
premature bail despite an in-
complete investigation. 

Demonstrators also burnt 
an effigy and submitted a 
memorandum demanding 
cancellation of bail and strict 
action under the NSA. They 
questioned the source and in-
tended destination of the 
seized 26 tonnes of meat, 
claiming a larger network re-
mains unexposed. 

NSA invoked on Aslam Chamda

‘BANNED’ MEAT CASE

Illegal mining: HC sets aside 
Chhindwara collector’s penalty, 
forfeiture order
Our Staff Reporter 
BHOPAL 

The High Court, Principal 
Bench at Jabalpur, set aside 
a penalty and forfeiture 
order passed by the Collec-
tor, Chhindwara, in a case 
arising out of alleged illegal 
transportation of minerals, 
holding that the proceed-
ings were conducted in a 
“mechanical and careless 
manner” without proper 
verification of ownership or 

liability. 
A division bench of Jus-

tice Vivek Rusia and Justice 
Pradeep Mittal passed the 
order. 

According to the High 
Court order, the court 
quashed the Collector’s 
order dated January 27, 
2025, which had directed 
forfeiture of a truck alleg-
edly involved in illegal min-
ing activities. The court also 
imposed a cost of Rs 50,000 

on the state, directing that 
the amount be recovered 
from the erring officer, 
underscoring accountability 
within the administrative 
machinery. The petitioner 
submitted the registration 
details of the vehicle, which 
showed that it is registered 
in the name of Balveer Singh 
and valid until December 18, 
2027.  

Imposes Rs 50,000 
cost on state, to  
be recovered from 
erring officer

CM TO PARTICIPATE IN INTERACTIVE 
SESSION IN JAIPUR ON SATURDAY 
Bhopal: Chief Minister Mohan Yadav will participate in an inter-
active session on investment opportunities in Madhya Pradesh in 
Jaipur on March 21. The MP Industries Department will organise 
the session. Yadav will interact with industrialists and hold one-
to-one talks with them. Industrialists from sectors including agri-
culture, food processing, dairy, textiles, automobile, EV, mining 
and tourism will participate in the session. Earlier, a similar inter-
active session focused on the textile sector was held in Bhilwara. 
This is the second such event organised by the Madhya Pradesh 
government in Rajasthan. According to the industries department, 
the purpose of the event is to inform industrialists and investors 
in Jaipur and across Rajasthan about business opportunities in 
Madhya Pradesh and encourage them to invest in the state. 

Ward No 49 
residents  
honoured on 
Gudi Padwa  
Gudi Padwa was cel-
ebrated as residents were 
honoured with saffron du-
pattas and greeted with 
distribution of jaggery 
and coriander at Durga 
Mata Temple on Tilak 
Nagar Main Road. The 
programme was led by 
ward 49 councillor Rajesh 
Udawat and BJP leader 
Shailendra Mahajan. 

Gangaur festival 
fair at Agarsen 
Bhavan  
Navchetna Mahila San-
gathan is organising a 
Gangaur festival fair at 
Agarsen Bhavan in Sneh 
Nagar. The event will fea-
ture musical tambola, a 
lucky draw and a tradi-
tional Gangaur proces-
sion. Organisers will 
specially award women 
dressed in traditional at-
tire and conduct various 
fun competitions 
throughout the evening. 
Chief guest Mahesh Mittal 
will grace the pro-
gramme, along with dis-
tinguished guests 
Shailesh Garg and Arvind 
Agrawal. Founder presi-
dent Santosh Mittal and 
president Shashi Airan 
are leading the event 
along with a dedicated or-
ganising team.


