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What inspired you to pursue your
studies in the UK, particularly at the
University of StAndrews?
I was drawn to the UK for its academic repu-
tation, emphasis on independent learning
and research-led teaching that values self-
paced exploration.StAndrews stood out be-
cause it’s a close-knit university in a small
town with a global outlook, which suited
someone like me who wanted an English-
speaking academic environment outside a
big city. The tutorial-based system was also
new to me in which small groups tackle the
same material and discuss at different times
which created deeper engagement. St An-
drews being the home of golf added to the
appeal too. I never imagined playing golf but
ended up loving it even training with PGA
qualified instructors.

How did it feel to be awarded the
GREAT Scholarship, and what helped
you secure it?
It felt both humbling and empowering. I had
almost decided not to pursue a UK post-
graduate degree because of changes in visa
regulations and the proposed international
levy,but receiving the GREAT Scholarship by
UK government’s GREAT Britain Campaign
and the British Council
with participating UK
higher education insti-
tutionschanged every-
thing.My family,espe-
cially my mother and grandfather were
strong supporters throughout.My academic
performance and leadership roles particu-
larly through my role in the undergraduate
Placement Cell and various university activi-
ties helped me in getting the scholarship.A
friend also suggested me to include my mo-
bile gaming achievements, like being in the
top 200 in India in Clash Royale,which prob-
ably added a unique personal touch to my

application and made it stand out.

How has your experience in St An-
drews shaped your academic and per-
sonal growth?
My experience at St Andrews has signifi-
cantly shifted how I think and learn. The
emphasis on independent thinking en-
couraged me not just to answer questions
but to question assumptions and frame my

own. This was trans-
formative compared
to my earlier acade-
mic experiences,
where the focus was

more about answering than exploring.
Small tutorials and discussions enhanced
my global awareness and analytical skills,
while everyday interactions with a diverse
student body broadened my perspective.
On a personal level, living and studying far
from home built my confidence and adapt-
ability. I have grown into a more curious,
self-driven learner and a more engaged
global citizen.

In what ways has the British Council
supported you during your scholar-
ship journey?
The British Council has been very supportive
throughout my scholarship journey.From the
outset, they clearly outlined the scholarship
process and the kind of candidates they were
looking for - future leaders with academic ex-
cellence and impact potential.Their support
extended beyond finances to community-
building opportunities.At one scholar event,
I met Mr. Ben Macpherson, Scotland’s Min-
ister for Higher and Further Education,where
I discussed concerns like the international
levy affecting students.A few months later, I
read an article in which Mr. Ben stated that
Scotland would not be proceeding with the In-
ternational Student Levy Plan which is most
likely coincidental but it showed how con-
versations in the right spaces can travel far
and spark wider dialogue among policymak-
ers impacting millions.

What advice would you give to stu-
dents across India who aspire to study
in the UK?
Be clear about why you want to study abroad.
Different students have different goals - some
seek jobs,others research,and some yearn for
cultural experience. Know your motivations,
and present yourself well with honesty.What
may seem ordinary to you might be fascinating
to another,so don’t shy away from expressing
your unique experiences.Do your due diligence
by researching before you make a choice.
Grades help,but involvement in communities,
leadership roles, and initiatives matter too.
Who knows? Maybe playing games could one
day land you in a different country where you’d
be studying for your degree advancing your
knowledge. No experience is small. Embrace
it.Presentation is all that matters.

Akash Menon, PGT student at
the University of St Andrews

From Aspiration to Achievement: A Scholar’s
Journey to University of St Andrews and Beyond
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APPENDIX IV (See rule 8(1))
POSSESSION NOTICE

(For Immovable Property)
Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Grihum Housing Finance Limitedherein after referred as Secured Creditor of the above Corporate/ Register office under the Securitisation
and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (hereinafter referred as the “said Act”) and in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 13 (12) of the said
Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued a demand notice below dated calling upon the below Borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60
days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise
of powers conferred on him/ her under Section 13 (4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules 2002 on this 18th Day of the March of the Year 2026.
The borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of secured Creditor the amount
and interest thereon.
The borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets. Details of Property taken in possession are herein below.

Amount in Demand Notice (Rs.)Possession
taken DateDescription of PropertyName of

Borrowers
Sr.
No.

Date of statutory
Demand Notice

1 ARBAZ KADIR ALI,
KADIR MAHEBUB ALI,
CHANDBI KADIR ALI 07/11/2024

Loan No. HL00578000000005022539, Rs.
612855/- (Rupees Six Lakh Twelve Thousand Eight
Hundred FiftyFive Only) payable as on 07/11/2024
along with interest @14.00 p.a. till the realization.

18/03/2026

Registered Office: 6th Floor, B Building, Ganga Trueno, Lohegaon, Pune, Maharashtra 411014
GRIHUM HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

All That Piece And Parcel Of The Property Bearing Grampanchayat
Milkat No. 931/A-1 Admeasuring 2024 Sq.Ft. Situated At Grampan-
chayat Manglur Tal. Tuljapur Dist. Osmanabad. And Boundaries Of
The Plot East- Road West- Plot Of Shivaji Rathod North- Plot Of Zapa
Rathod South- Plot Of Lalsing Chavhan.

In any case if there is any difference between the contents of local language publication and English newspaper publication, the content, of the English newspaper
language published in The Indian Express shall be prevail

Place: MAHARASHTRA, Date: 24.03.2026 Sd/- Authorised Officer, Grihum Housing Finance Limited

Empanelment of Contractors for Soil and Water
Conservation and Other Construction Works

TheWatershedOrganisation Trust (WOTR) invites Expression of Interest
(EOI) from technically qualified and experienced contractors for
empanelment to undertake soil and water conservation and other
construction-related works under various projects being implemented
during the period from April 2026 to March 2027. These works will be
carried out in selected villages under projects in rural areas across
variousdistricts ofMaharashtra andadjoining states.

Interested and eligible contractors are requested to contact
within seven working days from the date of publication of the

advertisement on the email ID- procurement@wotr.org for further process.
The subject of the email should be mentioned as “EOI for Maharashtra & other states”.

FormerministerBhullar arrested
inPunjabofficial’s suicide case
KamaldeepSinghBrar
Amritsar,March23

THE PUNJAB Police onMon-
day arrested former Cabinet
minister and AAPMLA Laljit
SinghBhullar,accusedofabet-
tingthesuicideofastateware-
housingcorporationofficial,a
senior officer said.
Bhullar was arrested from

Mandi Gobindgarh in Fateh-
garh Sahib district and was
being brought to Amritsar
wherehewillbeproducedina
court on Tuesday, Deputy
CommissionerofPolice (DCP)

RavinderPal said.
Gagandeep Singh Rand-

hawa, the district manager of
Punjab State Warehousing
CorporationinAmritsar,alleg-
edly died by suicide by con-
suming poison on Friday. In a
purported video, he claimed
harassment by Bhullar, who
resigned asminister onSatur-
day at the direction of Chief
MinisterBhagwantMann.
The Amritsar police later

booked Bhullar, his father
Sukhdev Singh Bhullar and
personalassistantDilbagSingh
under sections 108 (abetment

to suicide), 351 (3) (criminal in-
timidation)and3(5) (common
intention) of the Bharatiya
NyayaSanhita (BNS).
Bhullar'sarrestcamehours

afterRandhawa's teacherwife
Upinder Kaur issued an ulti-
matumthat“ifnothingisdone
within 24 hours, then I, along
with my children (two
daughtersandason),will take
toon the roads”.
In a Facebook post, earlier

in the day. Bhullar claimed
that was surrendering volun-
tarily."Iwillneverrunfromthe
truth.Ihavefull faithinthelaw

of the country, and also have
unshakable faith in the justice
system. I have not run away
anywhere, I am inmyPunjab.
Believing in truth and justice,
I am surrendering myself at
Mandi Gobindgarh," said
Bhullar.
In a post on X, Chief Min-

isterBhagwantMannasserted
that“strictactionwillbetaken
against anyone who violates
the law, nomatter what posi-
tion he holds or whether he is
arelativeoraninfluentialper-
son”. He said “shielding any-
one” isnotourparty's agenda.

NaveedIqbal
Srinagar,March23

JEWELLERY,CASHandcopper
– these are some of the items
beingcollectedindifferentparts
of Kashmir in an effort to sup-
portIranintheaftermathofthe
killingofAyatollahAliKhame-
nei and theongoingwar in the
MiddleEast.
Overthepastweek,atseveral

mosques and street corners
acrosstheValley,therehasbeen
anoutpouringof people bring-
ing any valuables they cando-
nate to assist those affectedby
thewarinIran.
Six-year-old Syed Anam

Zehra walked to one of these
centresaheadofEidandpassed
herpiggybanktothevolunteers.
Whensomeoneaskedhowlong
she had been collecting the
money, she said, “For the last
three years. This is for Iran.” In
anotherinstance,awomansold
her jewellery anddonated the
proceeds to theEmbassy. “Are-
spectedsisterfromKashmirdo-
nated the gold kept as amem-
entoofherhusband,whopassed
away 28years ago,with aheart
fullof loveandsolidarityforthe
peopleof Iran,” the Iranianem-
bassy’sXhandleposted. “Your
tearsandpureemotionsarethe
greatestsourceofcomfortforthe
peopleof Iranandwillneverbe
forgotten.”
Witha sizableShiacommu-

nity, Kashmir andLadakh first
witnessedawaveofprotestsfol-
lowing thekillingofKhamenei
onMarch 1andweeks later, the

community has nowcome to-
gether to contribute financially
andsupportthecountry,which
is engaged inawarwith theUS
andIsrael.
OnMarch17,theIranianEm-

bassy in India posted a social
media message thanking the
peopleofIndiafortheirsupport
andseekingtodirectdonations
to theEmbassy’s official bank
accounts.
Kashmiri political leader-

ship,includingNationalConfer-
encePresidentDrFarooqAbdul-
lah,PDPchiefMehboobaMufti
andSrinagarMPAgaRuhullah
Mehdi,alsovisitedtheEmbassy
of Iran in NewDelhi to sign a
condolencebook.
PresidentoftheAllJammu&

Kashmir Shia Association,
Imran Raza Ansari, a former
ministerinthePDPgovernment
in J&K, highlighted how the
community has stepped for-
ward tohelpwith the “rebuild-
ingofIran”.

However, he claimed that
“some individuals involved in
the collection process are re-
portedly receiving calls from
various authorities seekingde-
tailsaboutthefunds,collectors,
andcontributors,etc”.
Hesaiditisimportantto“re-

assureeveryone” that thesedo-
nationsarepurelyforahumani-
tarian and religious cause,
meant to support thepeople of
Iranintheirtimeofneed.“Iurge
theauthoritiesthatsuchmatters
behandledwithunderstanding
andrespect,allowingthiscollec-
tiveactof faithandsolidarity to
continuewithdignity,”he said.
AvolunteerfromLalBazarin

Srinagar,AbrarAli(37),toldThe
IndianExpress,“Sinceourchild-
hood, we have had a chant of
'Rehbarke farmaanpar, jaan
bhiqurbaanhai’ (On the com-
mand of the Leader, even our
lives are ready tobe sacrificed)
andI feel this is thetimepeople
aretryingtoproveit.”

Apiggybank, a family’s
gold–donationspour
in for Iran inKashmir

Peoplecollectdonations inBudgamonMonday. PTI

ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi,March23

THESUPREMECourtMonday
disposedof thepleaby climate
activistandeducationreformer
SonamWangchuk’swife,Gitan-
jaliAngmo, challenginghisde-
tentionunder theNational Se-
curity Act, after the Centre
revokedit.
Abenchof JusticesAravind

KumarandPBVaraleremarked
orallythatthereisnothingleftin
thematter to decide after the
March14revocation.Itdisposed
ofthepleaasinfructuous.
As the court took up the

matterforhearing,SeniorAdvo-
cateKapilSibalurgedthebench
tohearitafterthecourtvacation.
However, Justice Kumar de-
clinedandasked,“Whatisleft?”
Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta, who appeared for the
Centre,said,“IwouldrequestMr
Sibal, let itbe.”
Wangchukwasdetained in

September2025undertheNSA,
andlatershiftedtoJodhpur.
Wangchuk was accused of

playing a role in instigating
theviolentprotests inLadakh
over demands for statehood
and its inclusion under the
Sixth Schedule of the Consti-
tution,onSeptember24,2025,
whichledtofourdeaths inpo-
lice firing.
Angmo challenged this be-

fore the apex court, claiming
that a “systematic campaign”
had been “unleashed against”
Wangchuk, accusing him of
“links with Pakistan and
China”.

‘What’s left?’:SC
disposesofwife’s
pleaagainst
Wangchuk’s
NSAdetention


