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Fresh strikes launched on the Gulf

G7 YET TO DECIDE ON 
OIL RESERVE RELEASE 

PARIS: France’s finance minister 
said the G7 has not yet agreed to 

release strategic oil reserves as 
leaders held crisis talks on the 

economic fallout of the West 
Asia war. Roland Lescure said 

ministers agreed to use all 
necessary tools to stabilise 

markets, including a coordinated 
stockpile release if needed. 

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said G7 leaders would 

discuss the issue this week, on 
the sidelines of a nuclear energy 

summit in Paris. The EU said 
member states already hold 

emergency oil stocks equivalent 
to at least 90 days of supply

Macron warns on attack on Cyprus
PAPHOS

PRESIDENT Emmanuel Ma-
cron on Monday warned that 
an attack on Cyprus was an at-
tack on all of  Europe and said 
France and its allies were pre-
paring a “defensive” mission to 
reopen the Strait of  Hormuz as 
the West Asia war entered its 
second week.

Speaking during a visit to 
Cyprus to discuss regional se-
curity, Macron said the mission 
would be aimed at escorting 
container ships and tankers in 
order to gradually reopen the 

Strait of  Hormuz “after the end 
of  the hottest phase of  the con-
flict”. “This is essential for in-
ternational trade, but also for 

the flow of  gas and oil, which 
must be able to leave this re-
gion once again,” said Macron 
in Paphos on the southwestern 
coast of  Cyprus.

Speaking alongside Cypriot 
President Nikos Christodoulides 
and Greek Prime Minister Kyri-
akos Mitsotakis, Macron said a 
“purely defensive, purely sup-
port mission” will be put togeth-
er by European and non-Europe-
an States. The European Union 
said on Monday it was ready to 
bolster its maritime operations 
in the West Asia to protect ship-
ping routes. AFP

French President Emmanuel Macron at 
Andreas Papandreou Air Base |  AP

MANAMA

IRAN launched fresh strikes on 
energy installations in the Gulf  
on Monday, including a petro-
leum complex in Bahrain, as 
oil prices soared on fears over 
supply disruptions due to the 
West Asia war. Bahrain’s 
sprawling Al Ma’ameer oil fa-
cility was hit, causing a fire 
and damage, with the country’s 
state-owned energy firm Bapco 
declaring force majeure — the 
latest Gulf  producer to activate 
the legal clause.

Energy producers in Qatar 
and Kuwait earlier made simi-
lar declarations, which are a 
warning that events beyond 
their control may lead them to 
miss export targets. On the first 
day in power for Khamanei, the 
56-year-old son of  slain leader 
Ali Khamenei, Iran renewed its 
missile and drone attacks on 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrein, Qatar, 
the UAE and Israel.

UAE ‘won’t partake in attacks’
While Kuwait’s emir condemned 
Iran’s attacks on his country, 

where 12 people have been killed 
so far, as Tehran strikes out at 
the Gulf  in response to US-Is-
raeli attacks, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates de-
cried Monday that it 
was being targeted 
“in a very unwarrant-
ed manner” in the 
West Asia war, stress-
ing it would “not partake in any 
attacks against Iran”. “The UAE 
does not seek to be drawn into 

conflict or escalation,” said 
Jamal Al Musharakh, the UAE’s 
ambassador to the United Na-

tions in Geneva.
“We’ve been very 

clear before and lead-
ing up to the current 
events we are witness-
ing in the region that 
as the UAE we will not 

partake in any attacks against 
Iran from our territory...,” he 
told the UN correspondents’ as-

sociation ACANU. “Our bases 
are not being used to attack 
Iran.” Musharakh said the UAE 
was calling for a return to the 
negotiating table.

NATO downs missile
Ankara on Monday said a second 
ballistic missile from Iran was 
shot down by NATO defence in 
Turkish airspace, as Washington 
urged all of  its citizens to leave 
southeast Turkiye over security 
concerns. NATO confirmed the 
incident, the second in Turkish 
airspace in five days, and 
stressed its readiness “to defend 
all allies against any threat”.

Rubio: Iran ‘holding hostage’
US Secretary of  State Marco Ru-
bio accused Iran of  taking the 
world hostage through its retali-
atory strikes and insisted that 
the United States was on track 
with its war objectives. “I think 
we are all seeing right now the 
threat this clerical regime poses 
to the region and to the world. 
They are trying to hold the world 
hostage,” Rubio said at an event 
at the State Department. AFP

On first day in power, Iran’s new supreme leader targets regional rivals as oil prices surge

People gather in a rally to support Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, the successor to 
his late father Ayatollah Ali  Khamenei as supreme leader in Tehran in Iran |  AP

ISLAMABAD

PRIME Minister Shehbaz Sharif  
on Monday announced a slew of
measures to offset the impact of  
the war on Iran, including work 
from home and a four-day work-
ing week. The Philippines earlier 
became the first country to adopt 
a similar four-day work week to 
cope with the crisis. 

Addressing the nation on the 
state-run PTV a, the prime minis-
ter said that he was speaking to the 
nation when the entire region was 
facing the threat of  war.   He said 
the impact of  war goes beyond the 
borders and impinges on other na-
tions, adding that Pakistan’s 
economy is dependent on the oil 
supplies from the Gulf, and the 
country is facing troubles due to 
the rise in oil prices. The develop-

ment comes as the US and Israel’s 
war with Iran continues, disrupt-
ing supply chains as ships’ pas-
sage through the Strait of  Hor-
muz remains paralysed. The 
Strait of  Hormuz, a narrow wa-
terway, connects the Persian Gulf  
to the Gulf  of  Oman, through 
which about a fifth of  the world’s 
oil passes.

The Strait was closed following 
attacks on ships by Iran in retalia-
tion for joint US-Israel strikes. The 
prime minister then announced 
various measures which the gov-
ernment decided to implement in 
order to tackle any shortage in pe-
troleum due to disruption.  

“The government has decided 
that 50 per cent of  employees of  
the public and private sector will 
work from home to save fuel,” he 
said. PTI

Smoke billows from the site of an Israeli  air  strike in Lebanese capital Beirut  |  AFP

Pak shifts to WFH, 4-day 
week to tackle oil crisis

� Europe finds itself  
caught between defending 
the rules-based interna-
tional order it has long 
championed and mount-
ing pressure from Wash-
ington, particularly given 
the US leadership within 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization. How do you 
see Europe navigating 
this tension?
European allies, the Euro-
pean continent, our security 
environment are the most 
volatile, unpredictable and 
perhaps dangerous. I think 
that is the case because of  
Ru s s i a ’s  w a r  a g a i n s t 
Ukraine. So, full-scale war 
on our continent, sustained 
hybrid attacks like cyber at-
tacks, sabotage of  critical 
infrastructure, or other 
destabilisation campaigns. 
On top of  this, we also see 
that there is more instability 
in our broader neighbour-
hood, both to the south and 
to the east and we live in a 
time of  insecurity and sys-
temic shocks.

So, because of  all these 
factors, I think NATO has 
been changing quite a bit in 
the last decade and that has 
been driven by the need to 
have stronger defences and 
capabilities to make sure 
that we fulfill our main mis-
sion, which is to ensure the 
security and safety of  allies. 
So, I would say NATO is in a 
transition period.

� Still, on one side, you 
have the US and Israel — 
both key partners — and 
on the other, your own 
strategic and political 

considerations?
Secretary General Mark 
Rutte said the NATO alli-
ance is not militarily or oth-
erwise involved in the cur-
rent US-Israeli operations 
against Iran. But at the same 
time, it’s absolutely impor-
tant for NATO to make sure 
that its deterrence and de-
fence posture is watertight. 
This is exactly what hap-
pened recently when Iran 
targeted a NATO ally, Turki-
ye, and the NATO ballis-
tic missile defence ca-
pabilities were able to 
successfully track 
and intercept the mis-
sile from Iran.

� Given that Europe is 
deeply invested in it, do 
you think this new 
escalation risks overshad-
owing Ukraine-Russia 
conflict?
First, many of  Iran’s indis-
criminate attacks target 
countries that have a part-
nership with NATO, like Is-
rael, the UAE, Qatar.  Turki-
ye is also a NATO ally. 
Besides, individual Europe-
an allies are deploying some 
of  their air defences in sup-
port of  these countries. And 

that’s, of  course, an expres-
sion of  solidarity.

So in terms of  whether 
this is overshadowing or 
overstretching, I would say 
NATO remains focused on 
the territorial defence of  al-
lies in the Euro-Atlantic area. 
The primary mission re-
mains to ensure that our col-
lective defence in the Euro-
Atlantic area is strong. It 
doesn’t change our mission. 
Does this benefit Russia? I 
am not sure because if  I look 
at the last few months, I can 
see that a number of  states, 
including Iran, that were 
very supportive of  Russia’s 
war, have weakened.

� Does this escalation 
signal a deeper challenge 
to the international 
system and the authority 
of  global institutions?
I think unfortunately, the 

rules-based interna-
tional order has been 
under extreme pres-
sure for a number of  
years. From my Eu-
ropean point of  view, 

I would strongly signal 
2014, when Russia illegal-

ly annexed Crimea. Its use of  
force to change borders was 
a very significant crack in 
the international rules-based 
order. And then, I would also 
mention 2022, where Russia 
waged an unprovoked war of  
aggression against Ukraine, 
which was not posing any 
threat to Russia. I think Iran 
has over the years supported 
terrorism, shared ballistic 
missile technology and drone 
technology with Russia to 
wage a war of  aggression. 

NATO FOCUSED ON DEFENCE, 
NOT IRAN STRIKES, SAYS BERTI

Benedetta Berti, elected Secy Gen of the NATO Parl 
Assembly in 2025, talks to Jayanth Jacob on a host of issues 

V E R B A T I M

Benedetta Berti

Six killed
in US strike on suspected 
drug boat in Pacific

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

B’desh working with India to 
get Hadi murder suspects 
DHAKA

BANGLADESH’S police chief  said 
diplomatic efforts are being made 
with India to arrange the hando-
ver of  two suspects in the killing 
of  a Bangladeshi political activist 
whose death sparked protests.

Authorities in India said Sun-
day that a special police team ar-
rested two Bangladesh nationals, 
Faisal Karim Masud and Alamgir 
Hossain, during a raid in Bon-
gaon, a city in the North 24 Parga-
nas district of  West Bengal state.

An Indian court on Sunday or-

dered them to be held for question-
ing, the PTI news outlet reported. 

Bangladesh Inspector General 
of  Police Mohammed Ali Hossain 
Fakir said Monday that the Minis-
try of  Foreign Affairs was working 
to transfer the suspects through 
Bangladesh’s extradition treaty 
with India. 

Sharif  Osman Hadi, who took 
part in the 2024 political uprising 
that ended former Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s 
15-year rule, was shot on December 
12, 2025 in the Bangladesh capital 
Dhaka. AP

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: SUNDARGARH
AT/PO-SANKARA, SUNDARGARH-770020, E-mail address- serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com 

No. Tender Online - RWCCESNG - 38 of 2025-26 Letter No. 1428 / Dtd. 06.03.2026
e-Procurement NOTICE

1. Type of the Work: Road (MMSY)
2. Class of Contractor: As specified in the column-6 of the Annexure
3. Time of Completion: As specified in the column-5 of the Annexure
4. Detail Projects: As per Annexure attached
5. Estimated Cost : As specified in the column-4 of the Annexure
6. Other details:

Procurement Officer Bid Identifi-
cation No.

Availability of Tender 
on-line for bidding

Last Date & Time 
of Seeking Tender 

Clarification

Date & Time of opening of 
tender

From To Technical Bid Financial Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Chief Construction 
Engineer, Rural Works 

Circle, Sundargarh

RWCCESNG-
38 of 

2025-26

13.03.2026
11:00 AM

30.03.2026
5:00 PM

26.03.2026
5:00 PM

31.03.2026
11:00 AM

Will be 
intimated 
separately

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in
 Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer
OIPR- 25001/25133/1/25-26/0047  Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh

25001/310/2526
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