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The Union Cabinet is likely
to consider roll out of a mod-
ified version of the UDAN
scheme for implementation
from April 1, sources familiar
with the development told
businessline.

Accordingly, the re-
vamped framework, if ap-
proved, would extend the re-
gional air connectivity
programme beyond its term
and mark the beginning of a
new expansion phase.

The proposal, which has
been reviewed by the Ex-
penditure Finance Commit-
tee (EFC) of the Ministry of
Finance, envisages a total
outlay of ₹30,000 crore,
sources said. 

Over, ₹18,000 crore has
been earmarked for the de-
velopment of new airports
and related infrastructure,
while ₹12,000 crore has been

proposed as viability gap
funding (VGF) to support
airline operations on re-
gional and remote routes.

SMALL AIRPORTS

Under the existing UDAN
framework, airlines receive
VGF and other concessions
from airport operators and

support from Central and
State governments to oper-
ate flights connecting un-
served and underserved
airports.

The plan to modify and ex-
tend UDAN was first an-
nounced in the Budget 2025-
26 by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, who

stated that the next phase
would aim to connect 120 ad-
ditional destinations and en-
able travel for nearly four
crore passengers over the
next decade.

According to sources, the
expanded scheme will prior-
itise helipads and smaller air-
ports in hilly areas, aspira-
tional districts and the
North-East. 

It is also expected to ad-
dress bottlenecks that af-
fected earlier rounds, includ-
ing land acquisition delays,
technical and regulatory
constraints, aircraft availab-
ility, leasing challenges and
maintenance support.

The scheme is likely to
continue operating under a
market-driven bidding
model, wherein airlines as-
sess passenger demand and
propose routes during bid-
ding rounds.

MILESTONES REACHED

According to recent o�cial

data, under the scheme
launched in April 2017, 649
routes have been operation-
alised out of 915 valid routes
awarded, connecting 93 un-
served and underserved air-
ports, including 15 heliports
and two water aerodromes.

The data showed that over
₹4,300 crore has been dis-
bursed as VGF, while ₹4,638
crore has been invested in
airport development under
the scheme.

In total, more than 1.56
crore passengers have flown
on over 3.23 lakh UDAN
flights, so far. 

Centre mulls ₹30,000 cr modified
UDAN scheme for take off in April 
NEW HIGH. Plan marks new phase of expansion with ₹18,000 cr for infra and ₹12,000 cr to fund viability gap
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REGIONAL PUSH.According to sources, the expanded scheme
will prioritise helipads and smaller airports in hilly areas,
aspirational districts and the North-East SRIRAM MA

Since its launch
in April 2017,
more than 1.56
crore passengers
have flown on
over 3.23 lakh
UDAN flights 

Airtel, Google partner to
reduce mobile spam

New Delhi: Bharti Airtel (Airtel)
and Google on Sunday said
they have collaborated to o�er
a secure and engaging
messaging experience for
millions of users in India. By
combining Airtel’s network
intelligence with Google’s Rich
Communications Services
platform and spam filtering,
users can experience RCS
messaging with high-quality
photo/ video OUR BUREAU

QUICKLY.

AI can democratise
research, says ANRF CEO

Chennai: “AI has the capacity to
democratise basic research as
it enables faster knowledge
exploration and accelerates
simulation models,” Shivkumar
Kalyanaraman, CEO,
Anusandhan National Research
Foundation (ANRF), said,
striking a positive note on the
use of AI for researchers and
knowledge industry, while
delivering the National Science
Day address at the
SASTRA Deemed University,
Thanjavur. OUR BUREAU 

Goods and services tax
(GST) collections rose over
8 per cent in February, ac-
cording to data released by
the Finance Ministry on
Sunday, which experts feel
marks sustained consump-
tion growth.

GST collection in January
recorded a growth of over 6
per cent. However, that fig-
ure was for 31 days, while the
mop up in February was for
only 28 days, making the
growth rate in the month un-
der consideration more
significant.

Data showed that while

domestic collection grew by
over 5 per cent, collection
from imported goods in-
creased by over 17 per cent,
contributing to the growth in

February. According to MS
Mani, Partner at Deloitte In-
dia, the GST collection fig-
ures reflect a consumption
uptick, that has more than

compensated for the rate re-
ductions. 

“However, in terms of ab-
solute numbers, the collec-
tions which were previously
inching towards ₹2 lakh
crore per month, have pulled
back after the rate reduction
and it will take some more
time for the ₹2 lakh crore
mark to emerge,” he said.

BROADBASED GROWTH

Bigger States such as Maha-
rashtra and Uttar Pradesh
showed growth rates of 6 per
cent and 5 per cent, respect-
ively. However, these figures
are lower than the national
average. Also, States such as
Tamil Nadu (-6 per cent),
Madhya Pradesh (-8 per

cent) and Rajasthan (-1 per
cent) showed negative
growth. 

However, experts found
some encouraging trend in
other States. “The strong up-
tick in States such as Jammu
& Kashmir, Bihar, Sikkim,
Nagaland, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Odisha and
Ladakh reflects the deepen-
ing of economic activity
across the breadth of the
country, signalling that
growth is becoming broader-
based than ever,” said Saur-
abh Agarwal, Tax Partner, EY
India.

Vivek Jalan, Partner at Tax
Connect Advisory Services
felt that the impact of GST
2.0 was clearly showing on

the domestic consumption
at ₹1.25 lakh crore, up 8 per
cent against February 2025’s
6.2 per cent, even after the
reduced GST rates from
September 2025; “If we in-
corporate the impact of the
GST 2.0 rate reduction, the
y-o-y growth would be even
more,” he said.

According to Jalan, the
year-to-date GST numbers
also reflect the robustness of
the Indian economy, as even
after rate rationalisation un-
der GST 2.0, the net GST col-
lections from domestic con-
sumption stand at ₹13.37
lakh crore, which is still a
growth of 4.9 per cent
against ₹12.75 lakh crore in
FY25.

Shishir Sinha
New Delhi

GST collection in Feb up 8%, ‘marks sustained growth’, say experts

The Gujarat government on
Sunday unveiled a Science,
Technology and Innovation
(STI) Policy 2026–2031 to cre-
ate 1 lakh skilled research pro-
fessionals achieve 1,000 an-
nual IP filings, and launched a
₹1,000-crore dedicated innov-
ation fund to support indigen-
ous technology development
and reduce import
dependence.

The policy unveiled by Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel at
Gandhinagar builds on the
foundations of the previous
STI framework and is designed
to foster advanced capabilities
in emerging technologies such
as artificial intelligence, ma-
chine learning, blockchain,
IoT, advanced connectivity
(5G/6G), robotics, semicon-
ductors, quantum technolo-
gies, AR/VR/XR, space tech,
clean energy, mobility solu-
tions, and biotechnology.

At the same time, it seeks to
drive value addition and in-
novation in Gujarat’s tradi-
tional sectors, including chem-
icals, petrochemicals,
pharmaceuticals, ceramics,
engineering, agro and food
processing, and gems &
jewellery.

To translate this vision into
action, the policy outlines the
establishment of flagship S&T
clusters, starting with
Ahmedabad–Gandhinagar, fol-
lowed by Vadodara–Surat, Ra-
jkot–Bhavnagar, Junagadh–
Jamnagar, and Kachchh. 

These clusters will integrate
academia, industry, and civic
bodies to create a collaborative
innovation ecosystem.

Avinash Nair
Ahmedabad

Gujarat unveils
S&T Policy
2026-31

The domestic passenger
vehicle (PV) wholesales (dis-
patches to dealers) grew by 1.5
per cent year-on-year (y-o-y)
to around 4.25 lakh units in
February as compared with
3.81 lakh units in the same
month last year, on the back of
continued demand and new
launches. 

OEMs such as Mahindra &
Mahindra (M&M), Tata Mo-
tors, and Toyota Kirloskar Mo-
tor have reported double digit
growth. 

Market leader Maruti Su-
zuki India (MSIL) reported
marginal year-on-year growth
during the month with sales of
1.61-lakh units in February as
compared with 1.60 lakh
previously.

Tata Motors also registered
one of its highest sales in Feb-
ruary to 62,329 units (46,435
units), a jump of 34 per cent.
M&M also saw a growth of 19
per cent y-o-y to 60,018 units
(50,420 units) . Hyundai Mo-
tor India grew by around 10
per cent y-o-y to 52,407 units
during the month as against
47,727. 

“We kicked-o� 2026 on a
high note achieving our
highest-ever monthly sales in
January and the momentum
continues in February. ,”
Tarun Garg, MD and CEO,
HMIL, said.

In the two-wheeler seg-
ment, manufacturers includ-
ing Hero MotoCorp, TVS Mo-
tor Company and Royal
Enfield, all have reported
highe double digit growth in
February on the yearly basis.

S Ronendra Singh
New Delhi 

Launches, pending orders
drive auto sales in February

The stock of Mahanagar Gas
Ltd (MGL) has been rallying
since early February. It
established the uptrend after
finding support at ₹1,020. Last
week, the scrip gained 7.6 per
cent and breached the neckline
of an inverted head and
shoulder chart set up at ₹1,185.
This is a strong indication that
the trend has turned bullish.

The gain has also come with
good momentum, showing

notable buying interest. As per
the chart pattern, the stock is
likely to appreciate to ₹1,330 in
the near term. Therefore,
traders can buy the stock now
at ₹1,219 and add longs at
₹1,185. Place stop-loss at
₹1,125. When the price hits
₹1,275, raise the stop-loss to
₹1,225. Tighten the stop-loss to
₹1,275 when the stock reaches
₹1,300. Book profits at ₹1,330.  

Note: The recommendations are based
on technical analysis. There is a risk of
loss in trading.

TODAY’S PICK.

Mahanagar Gas (₹1219.40): BUY

Akhil Nallamuthu 
bl. research bureau
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