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NDA open to new parties; CM 
wants BJP’s word on statehood
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Puducherry 

THE National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) in Puducherry has 
opened its doors to new parties 
ahead of  the upcoming Assem-
bly elections, even as Chief  
Minister N Rangasamy insisted 
that the Centre should assure 
the grant of  statehood to Pu-
ducherry as a key promise be-
fore the polls.

Union Minister and BJP’s 
high-level observer for Pu-
ducherry, Mansukh 
Mandaviya, held dis-
cussions with the CM 
and senior AINRC lead-
ers on Friday evening 
regarding seat sharing 
and alliance strategy. The 
meeting, held at a private hotel, 
was attended by BJP Puduch-
erry in-charge Nirmal Kumar 
Surana and Public Works Min-
ister K Lakshminarayanan. 
The talks lasted for about half  
an hour.

Speaking to reporters later, 
Surana said that the NDA part-
ners – the BJP, AINRC, and AI-
ADMK – would contest the up-
coming Assembly elections 
together, just as in the previous 

election. Surana added that the 
alliance remained open to ex-
pansion. “The door is open for 
new parties to join the National 
Democratic Alliance,” he said.

During the discussions, Ran-
gasamy is understood to have 
reiterated his party’s stand that 
the Centre should announce its 
commitment to grant statehood 
to Puducherry ahead of  the 
elections. Statehood has long 
been a key demand of  the NR 
Congress. Ahead of  the seat-

sharing talks with the BJP, 
the CM called for a mara-
thon meeting on Thurs-
day night for poll strat-
egy and insistence on 
statehood.

Mandaviya is believed 
to have assured the lead-

ers that the demand for state-
hood would be conveyed to the 
BJP’s national leadership.

Speaking after the meeting 
on Friday evening, Rangasamy 
said the talks were positive and 
proceeding smoothly. “We have 
always been in alliance with the 
BJP and will face the upcoming 
election together as well. I will 
share further details after the 
election date is announced,” he 
said.

50% jump in price, low supply could turn 
V’puram eateries cylinder-less by weekend
K R I T H I K A  S R I N I V A S A N 
@ Villupuram 

NEARLY 90% of  hotels in town 
could run out of  cylinders by 
the weekend as the distributors 
sell only one or two cylinders 
per day to outlets, according to 
hotel owners in Villupuram.

Outlets in Villupuram town 
functioned as usual for the last 
four days, despite the halt to 
sales of  commercial cylinders 
across the country, because 
most large-scale outlets use 
both firewood and gas, sources 
said.  “However, the sales of  
cylinders have dropped from 
six to seven to two cylinders per 
hotel per day, and that has im-
pacted the cooking methods,” 
Chandrasekar, the president of  
the town hotel owners associa-
tion, Villupuram, told TNIE.

He said the price of  cylinders 
has gone up by `500-600 within 
10 days between March 4 and 13. 
What cost `1,561 now costs 
`2,220, a nearly 50% rise, and 
even the number of  cylinders 
sold has dropped from 10 to 
two.

“The transport cost of  the 
fewer cylinders will be meted 
out from the extra charge.The 
stock is also slowly decreasing 
because we have no new sup-
plies of  commercial cylinders 
from the company. We may not 
be able to give even one cylin-
der per outlet from Sunday,” 
said a commercial cylinder dis-
tributor attached to Bharat Pe-
troleum Corporation Limited. 
The owner of  a popular non-

vegetarian hotel near the Vil-
lupuram signal told TNIE, “We 
generally use firewood for bri-
yani, curries, rice, and other 
vegetable sides. Gas cylinders 
are used for making non-vege-
tarian starters and tiffin items 
such as dosa and parotta. Now 
those tiffin items are not made 
in large quantities, and we have 
limited the serving period for 
those items.”

Meanwhile, LPG distributors 

in Villupuram have announced 
that they would not provide cyl-
inders at the outlet; residents 
can obtain them only via online 
booking. Though it takes a day 
or two to deliver, cylinders will 
be provided only in that 
option.

An agent at a distributor out-
let in Vandimedu told TNIE, 
“Two days back, people crowded 
the outlet in panic, demanding 
cylinders. We were unable to 
manage the crowd while also ad-
dressing the growing online 
bookings simultaneously. So, the 
company has decided to stop the 
store sale of  cylinders until the 
situation normalises. The on-
line booking is running smooth-
ly, and everyone will receive the 
(domestic) cylinders.”

Moreover, district collector 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman passed 
orders to temporarily shut 
down several fuel bunks that al-
legedly sold petrol to customers 
in water cans measuring more 
than 20 litres. He had also di-
rected bunks not to provide fuel 
in any external units other 
than vehicles.

1 killed, 19 injured in heavy vehicles’ collision
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Villupuram 

ABOUT 19 workers were in-
jured, and one dead after a lor-
ry rammed into the truck they 
were in at Vaniyampalayam in 
Villupuram on Thursday. The 
injured were admitted to the 
government medical college 
and hospital at Munidyam-
bakkam, where the district col-
lector, Villupuram MLA, and 
MP visited them.

According to police, 20 work-
ers from P Viliyanur village 
near Valaniyampalayam were 
travelling in a truck to V Satha-
nur for sugarcane harvesting 

early on Thursday. As the truck 
stopped for tea and to pick up a 
person at Vaniyampalayam 
bus stop, a heavy-load lorry 
rammed into the truck from 
behind.

As many as 19 were severely 
injured and a 60-year-old work-

er, S Sekar died, police said. 
The impact propelled the truck 
into a nearby thatched-roof  
house, destroying the struc-
ture. The accused driver fled 
the scene, and Valavanur po-
lice have initiated an investiga-
tion to track him.

Collector Sheikh Abdul Rah-
man visited the injured people 
at the hospital and directed 
doctors to provide complete 
care to them. Following that, 
Villupuram MLA R Laksh-
manan and MP D Ravikumar 
also visited the people.

As the injured workers came 
from marginalised back-
grounds, their injured or frac-
tured limbs might affect their 
future employability, said MP 
Ravikumar, while demanding 
that the state provide a com-
pensation of  `5 lakh for each 
injured worker. He also de-
manded ̀ 20 lakh for the family 
of  the deceased worker.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kallakurichi 

TAMIL Nadu Deputy Chief  
Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin 
on Thursday inaugurated 758 
completed development works 
worth `34 crore and laid the 
foundation stone for 1,740 new 
projects estimated at `81 crore 
in Kallakurichi. He also dis-
tributed government welfare 
assistance worth `116.24 
crore to 24,910 beneficiar-
ies. District collector M 
S Prasanth, Kallaku-
richi MP D Malaiaras-
an, Members of  the 
Legislative Assembly D 
Udayasuriyan, Vasan-
tham K Karthikeyan,  and A 
J Manikannan were present at 
the event.

Addressing the gathering, 
Stalin said the state has been 
implementing welfare schemes 
with a focus on women, stu-
dents, and economically weaker 
sections. He noted that the free 
bus travel for women has re-
corded about 920 crore journeys 
across the state, including near-
ly 12 crore trips in Kallakurichi. 

“The Chief  Minister’s break-
fast scheme currently benefits 
about 22 lakh school children 
daily, including nearly 47,000 
students in the district. Under 
the Pudhumai Penn and Tamil 
Puthalvan schemes, around 
27,000 students in Kallakurichi 
receive a monthly financial as-
sistance of  `1000,” he said.

Highlighting infrastructure 
development, he said a SIPCOT 

industrial park has been es-
tablished on about 200 

acres in Ulundurpet 
taluk with an invest-
ment of  about `2,000 
crore, creating employ-

ment opportunities for 
around 2,000 people. He 

also noted that road upgra-
dation works have been taken 
up for `560 crore in several key 
routes in the district.

Stalin stated that 41,000 house 
site pattas were distributed in 
the district, and houses are be-
ing built under the Kalaignar 
Kanavu Illam. He also added 
that welfare measures for tribal 
communities and self-help 
groups are being expanded in 
Kallakurichi.

UT CIVIC POLLS

Panel submits 
report to govt 
for OBC quota 
in local bodies
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Puducherry 

THE commission headed by 
former Madras High Court 
judge K K Sasidharan, appoint-
ed by the Puducherry adminis-
tration to recommend reserva-
tion for Other Backwards 
Classes (OBCs) in local body 
elections, submitted its detailed 
6,000-page report to the govern-
ment on Friday. Justice Sasid-
haran handed over the report 
to Lieutenant Governor K Kai-
lashnathan and Chief  Minister 
N Rangasamy at a function 
held at the Marie Puducherry 
Municipal Building.

The last local body elections 
in Puducherry were held in 
2006, succeeding the 1968 elec-
tions. The elected representa-
tives then remained in office 
until 2011; no elections have 
been conducted since then.

Speaking on the occasion, 
CM Rangasamy said that con-
ducting local body elections 
faced legal challenges, prima-
rily due to the issue of  OBC res-
ervation. “In a democratic 
country, the basic needs of  the 
people are addressed through 
municipalities and commune 
panchayats. Therefore, it is es-
sential to hold local body elec-
tions in accordance with demo-
cratic principles,” he said.

The enumeration exercise 
was carried out at a minimal 
cost of  `3.5 lakh by engaging 
1,541 Anganwadi workers, Jus-
tice Sasidharan said. He noted 
that the delay in submitting the 
report was due to the time tak-
en for enumeration and upload-
ing the collected data. The task 
of  identifying wards for reser-
vation for OBCs as well as 
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes will be carried out 
by the State Election Commis-
sion, Justice Sasidharan said.

Firewood was stocked up outside a small-scale hotel in Villupuram to use as fuel for 
cooking |  EXPRESS

The impact propelled the truck into a nearby thatched-roof house |  EXPRESS
Deputy CM Udhayanidhi Stalin distributes government welfare assistance to 24,910 
beneficiaries in Kallakurichi on Friday |  EXPRESS

DyCM inaugurates 758 
projects, distributes aid 
worth `116 cr in K’kurichi

The PM 2.5 level recorded at Alandur 
on Friday. Nitrogen dioxide level was 
at 26 µg/m3 against the prescribed 
standard of 80 µg/m3

58 µg|m3
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‘16 seats for AINRC in Pondy NDA’
PUDUCHERRY: The ruling NDA in Puducherry will 
largely retain its previous seat-sharing 
arrangement for the upcoming Assembly elections, 
with the AINRC contesting 16 seats and the BJP 
contesting 14 seats, according to BJP’s central 
in-charge for the region, Nirmal Kumar Surana. In 
an interview, Surana said that from the 14 
constituencies allotted to the BJP, some seats 
would be shared with its alliance partners, the 
AIADMK and LJK. Except for a few specific 
constituencies that need adjustments, the alliance 
partners are expected to contest in the same 
constituencies they had previously held. Surana 
added that discussions among NDA partners are 
progressing smoothly and the alliance remains 
united ahead of the elections. ENS 

DMK will lead alliance in Pondy: Siva
PUDUCHERRY: After Congress, DMK now wants to 
lead the alliance in Puducherry. DMK state 
organiser and Leader of Opposition in the 
Legislative Assembly R Siva categorically stated 
that DMK will lead the alliance in Puducherry. At a 
time when there is no clarity on the talks 
commencing, Siva said DMK President M K Stalin 
will lead the alliance in Puducherry. The DMK has 
been inviting the Congress for talks in its office, 
while the Congress is insisting that the DMK come 
to its office for the commencement of talks.  ENS
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NEVER COMPLAIN AND 
NEVER EXPLAIN

BENJAMIN DISRAELI

PUBLIC NOTICE
R. ANBALAGAN, S/o. RAJU RETTIYAR, Trichy-05, hereby 
declare that, I have been granted Environmental Clearance 
for Rough Stone & Gravel quarry from the land comprised 
in S.F. Nos: 281/1A, 1B, 2A, 2B, 282/2A (Part), 2B(Part), 3, 
6, 7A, 7B, 283/1A1 and 283/1B (Part) of Koothakudi Village, 
Kallakurichi Taluk, Kallakuruchi District, Tamilnadu, over 
an extent of 4.26.69 Hect. by member Secretary, SEIAA, 
Tamil Nadu, Vide File No: 12954, EC Identification No: 
EC25C0108TN5322034N dated 09/03/2026. The Same 
Can be seen in the Website: https://parivesh.nic.in/


