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23 killed 
in suspected suicide bombings in 
northeast Nigeria
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GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

MOSCOW

LAWMAKERS in the Scottish 
Parliament will vote Tuesday 
on whether to make Scotland 
the first part of  the United 
Kingdom to allow terminally ill 

adults to end their lives.
Members of  the Edinburgh-

based legislature have been 
given a free vote on the assisted 
dying bill, meaning they can 
decide according to their con-
sciences, rather than along par-

ty lines. That makes it hard to 
predict the outcome of  the deci-
sion, expected after 2200GMT.

Scotland is part of  the U.K. — 
alongside England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland — and has a 
semi-autonomous government 

that has authority over many 
areas of  policy, including 
health.

If  the bill became law, people 
in Scotland with six months or 
less to live would be able to seek 
help to end their life. 

Scottish lawmakers to vote on allowing euthanasia

Iran stays the course, Trump says 
US does not need help from anyone 
Don reacts after NATO allies refuse to buy his Hormuz policing pill

KABUL, WASHINGTON

IN the wake of  Israel’s claims 
that it killed Iran’s top security 
chief  Ali Larjiani in airstrikes, 
Iran kept up the pressure on its 
neighbours and energy infra-
structure around the region, 
hitting an oil facility in Fujai-
rah, an emirate in the United 
Arab Emirates that has been 
repeatedly targeted.

A man was killed by the de-
bris of  a missile intercepted 
over Abu Dhabi, the eighth per-
son to die in the UAE since the 
start of  the war, authorities 
said.

Saudi Arabia said it inter-
cepted drones, while air defens-
es could be heard targeting in-
coming fire over Qatar’s capital, 
Doha. Attacks from Iran-linked 
proxy forces continued in Iraq, 
where the U.S. Embassy in 
Baghdad was hit with shrapnel 
from intercepted drones. 

Dubai, a major transit hub 
for international travel, briefly 
shut its airspace, the 
second disruption to 
flights in the city in as 
many days. An Iranian 
official said Tehran 
had no intention of  re-
linquishing its tight 
grip on shipping through the 
Strait of  Hormuz, a crucial wa-
terway for oil.

The Israeli military early 
Tuesday said it had launched 
new attacks across Tehran and 
targeted Hezbollah militants in 
the Lebanese capital. In Iran, it 

said it hit command centers, 
missile launch sites and air de-
fense systems. There was no 
immediate confirmation from 
Iran, where little information 
has been coming out due to in-
ternet outages, round-the-clock 

airstrikes and tight 
re s t r i c t i o n s  o n 
journalists.

More than 1,300 
people have been 
killed in Iran since 
the start of  the con-

flict, according to the Iranian 
Red Crescent.

President Donald Trump 
said that US forces “no longer 
need” military help in the Iran 
war, after his calls for assist-
ance from allies to reopen the 
Strait of  Hormuz to oil traffic 

were largely rebuffed. With the 
war in its third week, Trump 
has repeatedly stressed that US 
and Israeli air strikes have dec-
imated Iran’s leadership, mili-
tary facilities, and weapons 
manufacturing capacity.

“The US has been informed 
by NATO ‘Allies’ they don’t 
want to get involved with our 
Military Operation against 
Iran,” Trump posted on his 
Truth Social platform.

“Because of  the fact that we 
have had such Military Suc-
cess, we no longer ‘need,’ or de-
sire, the NATO Countries’ as-
sistance -- WE NEVER DID! 
Likewise, Japan, Australia, or 
South Korea,” Trump said, add-
ing: “WE DO NOT NEED THE 
HELP OF ANYONE!”

A building that was hit by an Israeli  airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut’s southern suburbs, 
in Lebanon on Tuesday| AP

WASHINGTON

JOE Kent, the director of  the 
National Counterterrorism 
Center, announced his resigna-
tion on Tuesday, citing his con-
cerns about the justification for 
military strikes in Iran and 
saying he “cannot in good con-
science” back the Trump ad-
ministration’s war.

“Iran posed no imminent 
threat to our nation, and it is 
clear that we started this war 
due to pressure from Israel and 
its powerful American lobby,” 
Kent said in a statement posted 
on social media.

Kent, a former political can-
didate with connections to 
right-wing extremists, was con-
firmed to his post last July on a 
52-44 vote. As head of  the Na-
tional Counterterrorism Cent-
er, he was in 
charge of  an 
agency tasked 
with analyzing 
and detecting 
t e r r o r i s t 
threats.

His resigna-
tion reflects 
unease within 
President Don-
ald Trump’s base about the war 
and shows that questions about 
the justification for the use of  
force in Iran extend to at least 
one senior member of  his ad-
ministration. Kent’s decision to 
resign came down to the rea-
soning behind the strikes on 
Iran, or what he said was the 
lack thereof, he wrote in his 
resignation letter. 

President Trump apparently 
had no issues with Kent’s oust-
er. “I always thought he was 
weak on security,” Trump told 
reporters in the Oval Office. He 
said that when he saw Kent’s 
resignation statement “I real-
ized that it’s a good thing.” 

A spokesperson for Director 
of  National Intelligence Tulsi 
Gabbard did not respond to 
questions.

BEIRUT

WITH airstrikes rocking Bei-
rut and Israeli troops advanc-
ing against Hezbollah, Leba-
non’s government has broken a 
taboo by proposing the first di-
rect talks with Israel in dec-
ades. But Lebanese officials say 
they want the fighting to end 
first — and it might be too late 
for that.

Hezbollah’s decision to enter 
the wider Iran war by firing 
rockets at Israel has led to the 
heavy Israeli bombardment of  

southern Lebanon and Beirut’s 
southern suburbs, killing some 
880 Lebanese and driving over 
a million people from their 
homes.

The Iran-backed Hezbollah 
views the latest war as an exis-
tential struggle, and Israel is 
threatening a wider ground in-
vasion, the seizure of  territory 
and the destruction of  Leba-
non’s civilian infrastructure.

Last week, Lebanese Presi-
dent Joseph Aoun offered to 
hold direct negotiations with 
Israel for the first time since 

the 1982 Israeli invasion during 
Lebanon’s civil war. Aoun also 
asked for a boost in funding for 
Lebanese troops and reaffirmed 
his commitment to disarm Hez-
bollah, a longstanding Israeli 
and U.S. demand.

But Lebanon wants the fight-
ing to end before any talks with 
Israel, according to three Leba-
nese diplomatic and govern-
ment officials familiar with the 
matter. They spoke on condi-
tion of  anonymity as they were 
not authorized to speak to the p
ress.                                             AP

Counter-terror 
top gun quits, 
says Iran posed 
no threat to US

Lebanon proposes talks with Israel

Joe Kent

A S I A  M AT T E R S

BLAST HITS 
MOSQUE IN 
JEMBERI  
A mysterious explosion 
occurred at a mosque in a 
housing complex in 
Jember, East Java, during 
tarawih prayers on 
Monday night, with police 
still investigating the 
cause. No fatalities were 
reported, but the blast 
damaged parts of the 
mosque and triggered 
panic among worshippers 
and nearby residents. 
“The explosion was loud 
and was heard in the 
neighboring village,” 
mosque caretaker 
Muhammad Fadil said 
early Tuesday. He said the 
explosion occurred at 
around 7:30 p.m. local 
time during prayers, 
causing a mad scramble 
near the mosque .

TRUCKERS PLAN 
PROTEST AT 
LAEM PORT  
Eastern transport 
operators plan to stage a 
truck rally at Laem 
Chabang port in Chon Buri 
on Wednesday, calling on 
the government to 
address surging logistics 
costs driven by rising fuel 
prices and supply 
shortages. The transport 
sector has been grappling 
with higher costs 
stemming from the Middle 
East conflict, said Viroj 
Rommayes, an adviser to 
the Eastern 
Transportation 
Association. The rally is 
scheduled to begin at 
9am at Laem Chabang 
port, where truck 
operators plan to submit 
three key demands, said 
Mr Viroj.

WEST EXPRESSWAY 
BRACES FOR RUSH 

West Coast Expressway Holdings 
Berhad (WCEHB) expects more than 

200,000 vehicles to use the West 
Coast Expressway daily from March 
20 to 29, following a sharp increase 

in traffic in conjunction with the 
long Hari Raya Aidilfitri holidays. 

WCE General Manager Syed 
Mohammed Idid said the surge 

reflects high festival travel demand.
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MOSCOW

RESCUERS recovered more 
bodies from the rubble of  a 
drug rehabilitation hospital in 
Kabul on Tuesday after offi-
cials said an overnight air-
strike killed more than 400 peo-
ple in a dramatic escalation of  
a conflict between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan that is now in its 
third week.

Pakistan rejected Afghani-
stan’s accusation that it target-
ed the Omid Addiction Treat-
ment Hospital, insisting its 
strikes across eastern Afghani-
stan on Monday were against 
military facilities. It also dis-
missed Afghan claims of  hun-
d re d s  o f c a s u a l t i e s  a s 
propaganda.

The casualties were taken to 
several hospitals in the area, 
where crowds gathered to 
search for their loved ones 
among the injured and the 
dead. It was not possible to in-
dependently confirm the re-
ported death toll.

The conflict between Afghan-
istan and Pakistan has seen re-
peated cross-border clashes as 
well as airstrikes inside Af-
ghanistan, despite internation-
al calls for a ceasefire.

Afghanistan’s deputy gov-
ernment spokesperson Ham-
dullah Fitrat posted on X that 
the airstrike hit the Omid hos-

pital, a 2,000-bed facility in Ka-
bul, at about 9 p.m. local time 
and that large sections of  the 
facility had been destroyed. 

Interior Ministry spokesman 
Abdul Mateen Qani said 408 
people had been killed and 265 
injured.Local television foot-
age on Tuesday showed secu-
rity forces using flashlights as 
they carried casualties from 
the site while firefighters strug-

gled to extinguish the flames.
The United Nation’s mission 

in Afghanistan called for an im-
mediate ceasefire. Thameen Al-
Kheetan, a spokesperson for 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, called for an in-
vestigation into the strike and 
said those responsible must be 
“held to account in line with in-
t e r n at i o n a l  s t a n d a rd s. ”                         
AP

Afghanistan blames Pak for 
hospital strike that killed 400

Residents and rescue workers inspect the site of an airstrike at a drug rehabilitation 
hospital in Kabul, Afghanistan on Tuesday |  AP

Don’s threat: 
Cuba tries  
to restore  
power
HAVANA

OFFICIALS in Cuba re-
ported an islandwide 
blackout Monday as deep-
ening energy and eco-
nomic crises continue to 
strain a crumbling power 
grid. It marked the third 
major outage in four 
months. A separate black-
out just over a week ago 
affected western Cuba, 
leaving millions without 
electricity.

President Miguel Díaz-
Canel warned Friday that 
the island has gone more 
than three months with-
out oil shipments, relying 
instead on solar power, 
natural gas and aging 
thermoelectric plants. 
Cuba has blamed the cri-
sis on a U.S. energy block-
ade, while U.S. President 
Donald Trump warned in 
January of  tariffs on any 
country that sells or pro-
vides oil to the island. 

After nearly seven dec-
ades defying the United 
States, Havana’s commu-
nist authorities are un-
der massive pressure 
from a Trump adminis-
tration determined to 
make history.


