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New Delhi: Ensuring good
nutrition for a child is an in-
vestment in human capital,
President Droupadi Murmu
said Tuesday emphasising
that children are not merely
beneficiaries of  the midday
meal programme in schools,
rather they are the architects
of  the nation's bright future.

Murmu was speaking at
an event to commemorate the
the milestone of  serving 5 bil-

lion meals and 25 years of  ser-
vice to the cause by Akshaya
Patra Foundation at Rashtra-
pati Bhavan Cultural Centre. 

The President said that
serving five billion meals in
advancement of  education-
al objectives is a remarkable
achievement of  the not-for-
profit organisation.

As an implementing part-
ner of  the govt of  India’s flag-
ship PM POSHAN initiative,
Akshaya Patra has been serv-
ing fresh, nutritious meals to

millions of  children studying
in govt schools across India. 

Murmu added that theme
of  the event, ‘From a Well-

Nourished and Well-Educat-
ed India to a Developed India’,
underscores the significance
of  a nourished and educated

society in realising the na-
tional resolve to build ‘Viksit
Bharat’ by the year 2047.

In a symbolic gesture, the
President also served food to
a group of  children. Educa-
tion minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, Akshaya Patra
Foundation’s founder and
chairman Madhu Pandit Da-
sa co-founder and vice-chair-
man Chanchalapathi Dasa
were present on the occasion.

“Children are not just ben-
eficiaries of  the free school
lunch programme; they are
the drivers of  a productive,
competitive future workforce
to ensure a $30 trillion econo-
my by 2047. Every meal is an

investment in our nation’s hu-
man capital, resulting in a
healthy, educated youth demo-
graphic dividend that will
contribute to the socio-eco-
nomic growth of  a new and 
developed India,” she added.

Murmu commended
Akshaya Patra for working
continuously to address the
issue of  malnutrition among
children and encourage them
to pursue education by deliv-
ering mid-day meals to
schools for the past 25 years.

Education minister
Pradhan said, “Unless our
children and youth are well-
nourished, India cannot ful-
ly realise its potential.”

Murmu Hails Akshaya Patra
Foundation’s 5 Billion Meals

Ensuring good nutrition for a child is an
investment for Viksit Bharat: Prez Murmu

President Murmu serves food to a group of children on Tuesday

Provisions of the
stringent SC/ST

(Prevention of Atroc-
ities) Act are more mis-
used rather than used
for legitimate and genu-
ine cases, Madras HC
said, quashing a com-
plaint entertained by TN
SC/ST Commission
against three police
officers, including IPS
Varun Kumar, who is
DIG, CB-CID, Chennai. “It
is high time for the State
SC/ST Commission to be
abreast of the law pro-
pounded by the courts
before entertaining
complaints so that the
innocent common man is
not unnecessarily
dragged to go through
the rigours of the penal
consequences,” Justice
M Dhandapani said.

Only first 2 Vande
stanzas acceptable,
says Mizoram CM

Mizoram CM Laldu-
homa told the

assembly on Monday
that the national song,
Vande Mataram, could
be accepted in the state
only up to the second

stanza, in line with the
position accepted by
former PM Jawaharlal
Nehru. Lalduhoma, while
addressing the question
on if govt officials and
students should remain
standing while Vande
Mataram is sung or
played, said the first two
stanzas were viewed as
patriotic and not offen-
sive to any religion.
“However, the rest of the
stanzas have religious
connotations with prais-
es of Hindu goddesses,”
he said.

Una flogging: Five
convicts get 5-yr RI,
but won’t go to jail

Five men held guilty of
flogging a Dalit fam-

ily in Gujarat’s Una
taluka in 2016 were on
Tuesday awarded five
years’ rigorous impris-
onment under the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atroc-
ities) Act, 1989. Since
the convicts have al-
ready spent more than
five years in jail as
undertrials, they will not
have to serve the sen-
tence, district govt
pleader Ketansinh Vala
said. On Monday, spe-
cial judge J J Pandya 
of a Veraval court had
acquitted 35 of the 
41 people charged in
the case.
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SC/ST Act sees
more misuse
than use: HC

Varanasi: Fourteen Muslim
youths were arrested Tuesday
on charges of  “defiling a place
of  worship and hurting reli-
gious feelings” after a video
purportedly showing them
holding an Iftar party on a
boat and disposing of  bones
and biryani waste into the
Ganga in Varanasi went viral,
reports Rajeev Dikshit.

The action followed a 
complaint Monday by BJP Yu-
va Morcha city chief  Rajat
Jaiswal, who claimed the
youths could be heard in the
video “referring to Bindu
Madhav Dharara temple in the
background as Alamgir
Mosque”.

ACP (Kotwali) Vijay Pra-
tap Singh said the 14 resisted
arrest and tried to scuffle with
cops when they were taken in-

to custody from Gaighat area.
They have been booked under
BNS sections 298 (defiling a
place of  worship with the in-
tent to insult a religion), 299
(outraging religious feelings),
196(1)(b) (promoting enmity
on ground of  religion) and oth-
er provisions.

“The viral video showed
that some Muslim youths con-
sumed non-veg food in the
name of  an iftar party while
sailing in front of  Bindu Mad-
hav Dharara temple..... They
later dumped the waste and
bones into the river. The Gan-
ga holds deep and unshakea-
ble faith for followers of  Sana-
tan Dharm. Thousands of  de-
votees perform rituals and of-
fer prayers using Ganga
water,” BJP Yuva Morcha’s
Jaiswal said in his complaint.

14 youths held over boat Iftar,
throwing biryani waste into Ganga
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