
09

Nation News

CENTRAL CHRONICLE   |   Raipur, Saturday, March 21, 2026

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Centre 
on Friday informed the 
Supreme Court that it 
had constituted an expert 
committee comprising 
two former apex court 
judges and an ex-attor-
ney general to review the 
class 8 NCERT book with 
a chapter on corruption 
in the judiciary.

Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta told a 
bench of Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and Justices 
Joymalya Bagchi and 
Vipul M Pancholi that 
the committee comprises 
senior advocate and for-
mer Attorney General KK 
Venugopal, former top 
court judge Justice Indu 
Malhotra, and former 
Supreme Court judge and 
current National Judicial 
Academy director Justice 
Aniruddha Bose, along 
with a vice chancellor.

“We have formed the 

committee to draft the 
chapter. Mr KK Venu-
gopal will be a mem-
ber of the committee. 
Justice Indu Malhotra will 
also be a part. We have 
also requested Justice 
Aniruddha Bose from the 
National Judicial Acad-
emy to be there,” Mehta 

said.
The top court was 

hearing a petition by 
former NCERT member 
Pankaj Pushkar against a 
passage in an older class 
8 textbook that read, 
“recent judgments tend 
to view the slum dweller 
as an encroacher in 

the city.” The top court 
refused to entertain the 
petition, observing that 
the judiciary should not 
be oversensitive about a 
healthy criticism.

“It’s a viewpoint about 
a judgment. That’s a 
healthy criticism. Why 
the judiciary should be so 
oversensitive about that. 
This part of the book 
points out what is the 
structure of the judiciary, 
how they work, what 
they have done, some 
good has also been high-
lighted.

“Then they say, how-
ever, there are also Court 
judgments that people 
believe work against the 
best interests of common 
persons … This is a view-
point about a judgment, 
people have a right to 
criticise our judgments,” 
the CJI observed orally.

‘Expert panel formed to 
review revised chapter’
The top court was hearing a petition by former NCERT member Pankaj 

Pushkar against a passage in an older class 8 textbook .

HC pulls up Centre for 
failing to provide timeline
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court on Friday 
pulled up the Centre for 
failing to provide a “time-
line” for completing the 
process of appointments 
the vacant posts of chair-
person and members in 
the National Commission 
for Minorities (NCM).

Noting that it had ear-
lier sought an affidavit 
specifically on the time-
line for filling the vacan-
cies, a bench of Chief 
Justice D K Upadhyaya 
and Justice Tejas Karia 
asked the deputy secre-

tary in the Union Minis-
try of Minority Affairs to 
explain the lapse within 
two weeks.

“We fail to appreciate 
how the averments in 
the affidavit describe or 
throw any light on the 

timeline which will be 
followed for ensuring 
the appointment of the 
chairperson and other 
members of the commis-
sion,” the court said.

“See how casually the 
court order has been 
taken. The court has 
been taken for a ride. 
Who is this officer?... 
See the affidavit filed by 
the officer. We need to 
summon him and ask 
him what the expression 
timeline means... Better 
you summon him in your 
chambers,” the bench 
told Additional Solicitor 
General Chetan Sharma.


