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SIR exercise: Raj emerges as model 
for electoral transparency: official 
IANS 
JAIPUR 

Innovations introduced by 
the Rajasthan Election De-
partment to strengthen the 
electoral process and make it 
more transparent and voter-
centric are drawing national 
attention, an official said.  

The technological initiat-
ives and administrative re-
forms implemented during 
the Special Summary Revi-
sion of Electoral Rolls–2026 
(SIR) have begun to inspire 
several other states, many of 
which are exploring the 
adoption of similar measures. 

In this context, Rajasthan 
Chief Electoral Officer Na-
veen Mahajan recently visited 
Uttarakhand to participate in 
an orientation programme 
related to the upcoming SIR 
campaign. 

During the visit, he was re-
ceived at the office of Uttarak-
hand Chief Electoral Officer 
B.V.R.C. Purushottam. 

The two officials held de-
tailed discussions on various 
aspects of implementing the 
Special Summary Revision 
campaign effectively. 

Senior officials of the Utta-
rakhand Election Depart-
ment were also present 
during the meeting, including 
Additional Chief Electoral Of-
ficer Vijay Kumar Jogdande, 
Joint Chief Electoral Officer 
Prakash Chandra, Deputy 
Chief Electoral Officer Kishan 
Singh Negi and Assistant 
Chief Electoral Officer Mastu 
Das. The discussions focused 

on procedures, technological 
innovations and adminis-
trative mechanisms adopted 
by Rajasthan to ensure accu-
racy and efficiency in the 
preparation of electoral rolls. 

The Rajasthan delegation 
accompanying Mahajan in-
cluded Joint Chief Electoral 
Officer (IT) M.A. Tiwari and 
Assistant Chief Electoral Of-
ficer Narendra Meena. 

TMC MPs walk out of Rajya Sabha 
over transfer of Bengal officials 
Gaurav Vivek 
Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

Members of the Trinamool 
Congress, the ruling party in 
West Bengal, on Monday 
staged a day-long walkout 
from the Rajya Sabha to pro-
test against the Election 
Commission’s decision to 
transfer some of the top 
bureaucrats in the state soon 
after the announcement of 
the schedule for the Assem-
bly elections. Trinamool 
Congress MP Derek O’Brien, 
while raising the issue dur-
ing Zero Hour, criticised the 
Election Commission’s deci-
sion to transfer senior state 
officials late at night. 

“In the dead of night, the 
Chief Secretary, the Princi-
pal Secretary and the Home 
Secretary have been re-
moved by the Election Com-
mission,” he said, adding 
that while the poll panel 
might have the power to do 
so, the manner in which it 
was done was “undemo-
cratic” and “arbitrary”. 
O’Brien said the party’s law-
makers would walk out of 
the House in protest. 

Before leaving, the Trina-
mool Congress MPs also 
criticised the role of Chief 
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar, against whom 
the party had taken the lead 
in moving an impeachment 
notice last week. 

The Trinamool Congress 
said the walkout was meant 
to register its protest against 
the manner in which the 
country’s top election auth-
ority was functioning. 

“In protest against what 
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner is doing, we, the All 

India Trinamool Congress, 
are walking out for the day,” 
O’Brien said before leading 
his colleagues out of the 
House. 

TMC MP Derek O’Brien criticised the EC’s decision to 
transfer senior state officials late at night 

Mann hails AAP govt’s 
four-year performance; 
Oppn slams claims
Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH 

On the completion of four 
years of the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) government, 
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann on Monday said 
the government had fulfilled 
all guarantees made to the 
people through what he de-
scribed as a “politics of work”. 

Asserting that the trust re-
posed by the people after re-
jecting the Congress, 
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) 
and the BJP had not been 
broken, Mann highlighted 
the government’s key achiev-
ements, including free elec-
tricity, daytime power for 
farmers, canal irrigation 
reaching 78% of fields, 65,000 
government jobs and 5.5 lakh 
employment opportunities. 
He also cited expanded 
healthcare through Aam 
Aadmi Clinics and free treat-
ment of up to Rs 10 lakh. 

He said the government’s 
anti-drug campaign, Yudh 
Nashean Virudh (war against 
drugs), record investments of 
 1.55 lakh crore and road 

safety reforms through the 
Sadak Surakhya Force re-
flected its focus on rebuilding 
Punjab. 
Congress slams govt 

Punjab Congress president 
Amarinder Singh Raja War-
ring, however, criticised what 
he called the “shameless lies” 
of the AAP government, 
claiming it had fulfilled all 
promises in four years in-
stead of five. He alleged that 
in reality the past four years 
had been marked by loot, be-
trayal and wasted opportun-
ities, with Punjab’s resources 
exploited and diverted for 
fighting elections in other 
states. 

“The AAP government 
should also claim credit for 
pushing Punjab to the bottom 
of the fiscal health index 
among all states in the 
country,” he said. 
BJP criticism 

Punjab BJP president Sunil 
Jakhar also alleged that the 
government’s main achiev-
ements had been the heavy 
debt burden on the state and 
the rise of gangsterism and 
drugs. 

GPC condemns ‘forcible 
possesson’ of gurdwara 
land in Hyderabad 
Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH 

Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee (SGPC) 
president Harjinder Singh 
Dhami on Monday took seri-
ous note of the alleged action 
by the local administration in 
Hyderabad to “forcibly pos-
sess land belonging to Gurd-
wara Sahib Barambala” and 
condemned the move. 

Raising concerns over the 
reported attempt to take con-
trol of the gurdwara’s land, 
Dhami said any attempt to 
forcibly take possession of 
land associated with a gurd-
wara was deeply unfortunate 
and hurt the religious senti-

ments of the Sikh commu-
nity. 

He said the land belong-
ing to Gurdwara Sahib Ba-
rambala had historically 
been associated with the 
Sikh place of worship and 
that any attempt to seize it 
forcibly was against the fun-
damental principles of law 
and justice. 

Stating that gurdwaras are 
centres of faith and devotion 
for the Sikh community, 
Dhami said any attempt to 
take over gurdwara land 
under the pretext of adminis-
trative action amounted to an 
attack on the religious senti-
ments of the Sikh commu-
nity.  


