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Yaduveerpushesfortobacco
pricestability;meetonMarch2
MYSURU, DHNS: The efforts
ofMysore-KodaguMPYadu-
veer Krishnadatta Chama-
raja Wadiyar to address the
woes of tobacco growers
have yielded some results,
with the Tobacco Board
scheduling a high-level
meetingonMarch2.
Themeetingaimstotackle

theprevailingpricecrisisand
systemicchallengesfacedby
farmers in the region.

Stakeholdermeet
At the MP’s insistence, the
session will be attended by
the Tobacco Board Chair-
manandExecutiveDirector,
senior executives from ITC,

andheads of othermajor to-
bacco-buying firms.

Market stability
The key agenda of themeet-
ingincludeanalysingcurrent
market conditions, address-
ing farmer grievances, and
establishing measures to
ensure fairpricingand long-
termstability in the trade.
MP Yaduveer stated that

preliminarydiscussionswith
theofficialshavealreadytak-
enplace.
“Wehaveinitiatedstepsto

provide concrete solutions.
All critical issues will be de-
liberatedduring theupcom-
ingmeeting,”he said.

For most engineers, the
dayendswithdebugging
code, meeting project

deadlines or navigating cor-
porate stress.But for aunique
groupoftechiesinMysuru,the
endofaworkdaysignalsthebe-
ginning of performance — on
thetheatrestage.
‘Abhiyenthararu’ (Engi-

neers),atheatregroupformed
exclusively ‘by the engineers,
for the engineers’, has been
quietly reshaping the cultural
landscape of Mysuru city for
over three decades. Founded
in 1993 by a young engineer
workingatBEML,HSSuresh
Babu, the groupwas born out
ofadesiretoexploreacreative
outlet, beyond their demand-
ing jobs.
As it celebrates its 33rd an-

niversary,Abhiyenthararuhas
its members from 18-year-old

diplomastudents toa75-year-
oldretiredexecutiveengineer.
To mark the milestone, the
group is organising its online
‘Rashtriya Ranga Utsava’ (na-
tional theatre festival) from
February25toMarch1atKiru
Rangamandira,onthepremis-
es of Karnataka Kalamandira
inMysuru.

Therapythroughtheatre
Fortheprofessionals,actingis
not justahobby; it servesasan
antidote to the high-pressure
environment of IT and engi-
neering.“Theprofessiongives
financial stability, but passion
givesuspatience,”saidNaveen
Chandra,whorunshisstartup
JSNetworkCommunications.
HehasbeenwithAbhiyentha-
rarusincehiscollegedays.
“IT jobs are very stressful.

Theatre acts as a therapy. It
teaches us how to handle re-
al-life situations smoothly,
instead of reacting harshly,”

hesaid.
Ravi Ramanna, who works

for the Central government,
said,“Wearebusythroughout
theday.Theatreprovidesusan
opportunityforbeingcreative.
Managingboth isdifficult, but
ourpassiondrivesus.”

Balancingact
SureshBabu, the founder and
driving force behind Abhi-
yenthararu, said, “Rehearsal
timings are tailored to suit
work schedules, often taking
placeeitherearly in themorn-
ingorpost-workhours.”
“Today’s youth are drained

out by Instagram and
WhatsApp.Iwanttogivethem

aplatformtoenterthecultural
arena,”Babusaid.
To divert younger techies

awayfromdigitaldistractions,
thegroupstartedthe‘Rangab-
hoomiyatha...’ (Towards The-
atre) course in 2008, training
over600studentsfromvarious
engineeringcollegesso far.

Workplaceproductivity
Contrary to the assumption
that theatre can be a distrac-
tion, many participants feel
that it actually sharpens their
ability to think creatively and
solveproblemsmoreeffective-
ly in theirprofession.
Sushmashree, a software

technologist with Philips in

Bengaluru, who joined the
group in 2018, said, “When
you are always around work,
your thoughts get blocked.
Taking time out for this crea-
tive work gives us energy and
adifferentpointofview,which
actually helps me in my tech
work.”

Non-judgmental family
The group regularly conducts
workshops from scratch, by
teaching beginners not just
acting,butalsotechnical skills
like lighting, music and stage
management.
For students like S Prasha

Gowda, a third-year engineer-
ing student, the group serves
as a supportive second home.
She balances her academic
commitmentswithhertheatri-
cal roles, bypausing rehearsal
duringexams.
Prasha said, “The team is

like a family. They don’t judge
you, they accept you as you
are, giving even juniors the
freedomto take initiatives like
choreographingdances.”
The festival will feature

five plays: Rama Krishna Shi-
va by Karavali Nirdiganta,
Shunashyepa by Oddolaga
Rangaparyatana, Yayati by
Theatre Nisha, Y (Gibberish)
by The Interlink Theatre and
Marana Mrudanga by Abhi-
yenthararu.

Fromcoding tocurtains:Mysuru
engineers embrace theatre

‘Abhiyenthararu’ turns33,
gearsupfor5-daynational
theatrefestival fromtoday
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Membersof ‘Abhiyenthararu’, anall-engineer theatregroup,
stageaplay.DHPHOTO

Apartfromenvironmental
groups,political leaders
are also making a bee-

line to TNarasipur in support
of the employees of the KSIC
raw silk reeling unit, who are
protestingagainstthetakeover
of theMysore Silk unit and its
five-acre land for a proposed
stadiumproject.
Mysore-Kodagu MP Yadu-

veerKrishnadattaChamaraja
Wadiyar, who rushed to spot
onTuesday,saidthathehadal-
readywrittenalettertotheCM
on June 24, 2025, to stop tak-
ingoverofthelandatByrapura
inTNarsipurtalukandsavethe
unit.Hehadevenurgedto up-
gradeanddeveloptheunitand
toemploymorepeople.
Former MP Pratap Simha,

who joined Yaduveer, said,
“The CM has not brought
any new industry tomake the
peopleself-reliant inhishome
district, but is giving freebies.
Now, why are they touching
the unit gifted by Maharaja

Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar
in1912andtakingaway jobsof
the people? The government
could rather use any private
orgovernmentor442hectare
wakf land inMysurudistrict.”

PIL
Meanwhile, even as the offi-
cials and District In-charge
Minister H C Mahadevappa
are firm on continuing the
stadiumproject, an young ad-
vocate, Pragia Ketura Arun,
daughter of noted advocate S
Arun Kumar, is all set to file
a PIL before the High Court,
with the support of Mysore
GrahakaraParishat.
Arun Kumar said, “There

have already been adequate
protestsby theemployeesand
environmental activists. The
employees association and
ParisaraBalagamembershave

given representationstoallof-
ficials,districtministerandthe
CM. Since it has not helped, a
PIL is inevitable to save the
land of the KSIC unit, and the
heritageMysoreSilk.”

Protest
Meanwhile,environmentalists
are all set to stage a protest in
TNarsipuronWednesday,said
anactivist.
Karnataka BJP state pres-

ident B Y Vijayendra has also
extended support to the pro-
testsonhisXhandle.
Former minister and ex-

MLA of Kollegal N Mahesh
asked, how can they have a
stadiumonan‘L’shapedland?
FarmerleaderKurburShan-

thakumar said that they will
fight to save the livelihood of
192 employees, including 110
womenfromTNarsipurtaluk.

Proposed stadium:Leaders,
activists rally behindKSIC
workers inTNarasipur

Mysore-KodaguMPYaduveerKrishnadattaChamaraja
Wadiyar, formerMPPratapSimhaandadvocateArunKumar

inspect the landofKSIC filature inTNarsipurofMysuru
district.DHPHOTO

Youngadvocate
PragiaKeturaArun

tofilePIL
▼
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Rotarymarks 121st anniversary
by givingnew life to22

beneficiaries inMadikeri
“Onlythosewhohavelostalimb
understand the pain. I lost my
leg in a sudden accident while
boardingatrain. It felt likeclip-
pingthewingsofabird.Now,re-
ceivinganartificialleghasgiven
meanewlife,”saidMohanfrom
Mayamudi village, moving the
audiencetotears.
Similarly,76-year-oldex-ser-

vicemanEshwara fromChetti-
manivillagebecameemotional,
and said that receiving a pros-
theticlegfelt likebeinggranted
asecondlife.
A total of 22 beneficiaries

expressed gratitude to Rotary
Misty Hills and Swami Viveka-
nandaYouthMovementforpro-
vidingartificial limbs.Of them,
19werefittedwithartificial legs
andtwowithartificialhands.
Theseemotionalsceneswere

witnessed during a artificial
limb distribution camp organ-
isedrecentlyat theRotaryHall
in Madikeri, marking the 121st
anniversary of Rotary Inter-
national. The campwas jointly
organisedbyRotaryMistyHills
andSwamiVivekanandaYouth
Movement.

Inaugurating the camp,
former Governor of the Ro-
tary Club of Peenya, Bengalu-
ru Nagendra Prasad said that
there is no shortage of donors
willing to contribute for good
causes. However, he stressed
that it is the responsibility of
thebeneficiaries toensurethat
donationsareputtoproperuse.
Nagendra Prasad said that

for the past 22 years, the Rota-

ry Club of Peenya has been or-
ganising artificial limb camps.
Every year, a 10-day camp is
conductedatacostofRs1crore,
during which around 2,500
people are provided with arti-
ficial limbs.
Rotary district 3181 elected

GovernorYashaswiSomashek-
ar, Kodagu District Disabled
Welfare Officer Vimala also
spokeontheoccasion.

MADIKERI, DHNS

Artificial limbsweredistributedto22beneficiariesduring
aprogrammeorganisedbyRotaryMistyHillsandSwamy

VivekanandaYouthMovement inMadikeri recently.

Internalquotarow:
Dalit leadersblame
RSS,BJPforprotests

MYSURU,DHNS:Referringto
the recent protests against
ChiefMinister Siddaramai-
ah and SocialWelfareMin-
ister H CMahadevappa as
‘politicallymotivated’,Dalit
leadersandCongressmem-
bers inMysuru accused the
RSSandBJPofdividing the
Scheduled Caste (SC) com-
munities over the internal

reservation issue.
Addressing a press meet

hereonTuesday,formermay-
orPurushothamalleged that
BJP leaders N Mahesh and
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy,
backed by the RSS, are mis-
leading the youth of the ‘Bal-
agai’(Right)sectiontocreate
unrest inKarnataka.
“TheCongressisfullycom-
mitted to implementing
internal reservation and
ensuringjusticeforallsub-
castes—A,B,CandD.The
30-year-old struggle for
internal quota is currently
delayed only due to legal
processes. The burning
of the effigies of Siddara-
maiah,Mahadevappa and
Priyank Kharge and de-
rogatory remarks against
them is condemnable,”
Purushothamsaid.
“Weare formingacom-

mittee to hold open dis-
cussionswith leadersofall
communities and advise
the government on equi-
tabledistribution,”hesaid.
City Congress spokes-

man S Rajesh and KPCC
secretary Shivashankara-
murthywerepresent.

Intercollegiatefestival
‘Vidwath2k26’onFeb27,28

MYSURU, DHNS: Vidyavard-
haka First Grade College
(VVFGC) will host ‘Vidwath
2k26’, a two-day state-level
intercollegiate ‘Biztech Ex-
travaganza’, on February 27
and28.
The 18th season of the

event aims to test the com-
merce, management and
technical skills of under-
graduate students through
real-world business sce-
narios. University of My-
sore Vice-Chancellor N K
Lokanathwill inauguratethe
fest,while founder andCEO
of 3Q Sutantra C Naveen

Chander will be the chief
guest.
Thefestfeaturescorebusi-

ness events, sports and non-
core contests like ‘cooking
without fire’. Kannada actor
Pranam Devraj will inau-
gurate a cultural festival on
February27.
Over50teamsfromacross

the state are expected to
participate. Cash prizes and
trophies worth over Rs 1.25
lakh, including an overall
championship prize of Rs
15,000,willbeawardeddur-
ingthevaledictoryceremony
onFebruary28.

MANDYA, DHNS: Padav-
apura police have arrested
one person in a case where
about14individualsassault-
ed two people with stones
andsticksoveralong-stand-
ingfamily feud.
The incident had oc-

curredonFebruary22,near
KaganahalliofPandavapura
taluk of Mandya district. B
S Prakash and Naveen Ku-
mar,residentsof Sheelanere
of K R Pet taluk of Mandya
district who were injured
had lodged a complaint in
Pandavapurapolicestation.
The accused who belonged
to Sheelanere village, were
absconding after the inci-
dent.Onehasbeenarrested
now.

Onearrested in
Pandavapura
assaultcase

MYSURU, DHNS: The city
CCB police have arrest-
ed four drug peddlers
and seized 103 gram
88miligramofMDMA,one
car and five mobile phones
fromthem.
Nuhaid Khan, Zia Ulla,

Javeed Ahmed, and Suhail
Pasha are the arrested.
Mandi police have regis-
tered a case against them
under NDPS Act. The po-
lice found them when they
checked their vehicle on
UmarkhayamRoad.
Under the guidance of

City Police Commissioner
Seema Latkar, a team led
by CCB ACP Mohammed
Sharieff Ravutar has taken
up a drive against NDPS in
thecity.

CCBcopsarrest
4drugpeddlers,
seizeMDMA

SP Mallikarjun Baladan-
di stated that a forensic
lab has confirmed the

onekilogramofdrugsseized
last month from a rented
house in Sapthamathruka
Layout Second Stage, Yan-
dahalli, Mysuru taluk, was
opium. The Mysuru South
Police Station team had
raided the building on Jan-
uary29.
“The rest of the raw ma-

terials seized there were
chemical precursorsused to
prepare drugs, like Opium
and Mephedrone,” SP Bala-
dandi said.
He said, “The rental

agreement for the Yandalli
building was in the name of
Ganapath Lal, whose facto-
ry inHebbal IndustrialArea
was inspected by the NCB
on January 28. The premis-
es functioned as a godown,
andGanapathdidnot reside
there. His relative, Mahen-
dra Kumar Vishnoi alias
Manohar — arrested by the
NCBinRajasthanwithdrugs
—hadbeenstaying there.”
“Though the NCB stated

that the drugs were manu-
factured at the Hebbal unit,
police are yet to confirm
the production site, with a
Mysuru district team still in
Gujarat. Ganapath’s broth-
er Bhajan and his wife, who
werepresentduringtheraid,
were later released after be-
ing founduninvolved,”Bala-
dandi said.
In the media statement,

theNCBstatedthattheyhad
founda full-fledgedclandes-
tine lab with sophisticated
instruments established in
2024 for manufacturing
drugs at a unit of Ganapath
at Hebbal in Mysuru. The
unit was being operated by
co-accusedGanapathunder
the guise of manufacturing
chemicals for cleaning pur-
pose.
Mumbai Police had raid-

ed an MDMA production
unit at Unnathi Nagar near
Mysuru Ring Road in July,
last year.
In the past one year three

suspected units were raided
in Mysuru district, first one
was at Unnathi Nagar; sec-
ond at Hebbal; third was at
Yandalli.

FSLreport
confirms 1kg

Opiumseized in
Yandahalli raid
MYSURU, DHNS


