
ment.” … the decision to alienate
properties of the PSPCL, falls
within exclusive domain of pub-
lic policy, since the same is based
on the cabinet approval of ‘Opti-
mum Use of Vacant Government
Land Scheme’ (OUVGL) passed
way back in the Year 1997,” the
AG had submitted adding that in

lA
Fire breaks out 
in scrap warehouse 
in Bhiwani
BHIWANI : A fire broke out 
in a scrap warehouse near 
the Bawdi Gate area on 
Friday. Upon receiving the 
information, five fire 
tenders rushed to the spot 
to douse the fire, officials 
said. Firefighter Sanjay 
Sharma said, “We received 
information about the 
fire incident around 10 am. 
A total of five fire tender 
vehicles rushed to 
the spot to control 
the fire.” ANI

6-yr-old boy 
attacked by stray 
dogs in Sangrur 
SANGRUR: A six-year-old 
boy was attacked and bitten 
by a pack of stray dogs 
while playing outside his 
house in Sangrur’s Sunder 
Basti on Friday. The child, 
Amrit Singh, was 
immediately rushed to the 
civil hospital. Karamdeep 
Singh Kahal, SMO, said the 
child suffered category 3 
dog bites, with multiple 
lacerated wounds on both 
thighs, buttocks, left 
shoulder and left ear. HTC
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CHANDIGARH: The Punjab and
Haryana high court on Friday
declined Punjab’s request to
vacate the stay imposed by the
court on delineating properties
of Punjab State Power Corpora-
tion Limited (PSPCL) on Febru-
ary 20. 

The stay will continue till
March 13, the next date of hear-
ing. It was imposed while acting
on a public interest litigation
(PIL) alleging that the PSPCL had
been pushed into a severe finan-
cial crisis due to unpaid electric-

ity dues from state government
departments to the tune of
₹2,500 crore, and that it is selling
its valuable public assets to tide
over the crisis.

During the hearing on Friday,
state’s advocate general MS Bedi
started his arguments question-
ing maintainability of the peti-
tion and said that it has been
filed merely on the basis of news
reports.

He further said that PSPCL is
in profit of ₹6,000 crore and the
government is not selling the
properties and in fact, being
given to Punjab Urban Develop-
ment Authority for develop-

view of this the stay should be
vacated as in policy matters
courts’ refrain from interference
in PILs.  Appearing for the peti-
tioner, senior advocate Baltej
Singh Sidhu had questioned the
submissions arguing that a reply
on behalf of the PSPCL has been
filed by a junior level officer and
not by the chairman or any other
senior functionary of the PSPCL.
The state government is yet to
respond to the plea. They should
file the reply first, he had sub-
mitted opposing the demand.

Despite repeated requests
from the state’s AG, the court did
not yield and at one of point of

time observed that “something
appears fishy (here)”

“…keeping the question of
maintainability open, this court
is of the prima facie view that if
the contention of learned coun-
sel for the petitioner is correct,
that respondent No. 5/PSPCL is
under a huge burden of Rs. 2582/
- crore and the State is proceed-
ing to alienate the properties of
respondent No. 5, then the issue
definitely falls, prima facie,
within four corners of public
interest,” the bench of chief jus-
tice Sheel Nagu and justice San-
jiv Berry observed while fixing
the matter for hearing on March

13 and asking the state to file a
para-wise reply of the petition.

The PIL filed in January had
initially alleged that the govern-
ment is yet to pay ₹2,582.24
crore in electricity dues, apart
from power subsidy arrears
exceeding ₹10,000 crore and fur-
ther it was selling its properties.
However, on February 20, an
application was filed challenging
a move to delineate 50 acres of
land in Patiala, while the issue
was under consideration before
the court. It was on this applica-
tion, HC had restrained Punjab
and PSPCL from delineating
from PSPCL properties. 

HC order barring sale of PSPCL properties to continue till March 13
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CHANDIGARH : The Haryana gov-
ernment has detected discrepan-
cies in about 1.30 lakh old age
pension cases. These discrepan-
cies pertaining to age, income
and other criteria are being veri-
fied to ensure that only eligible
beneficiaries receive the social
security pension. However, the
old age pension cases under
scrutiny have not been discon-
tinued. This was stated by Hary-
ana chief minister, Nayab Singh
Saini in the state assembly on
Friday while replying to the dis-
cussion on governor’s address.

Taking a dig at the Opposition,
the CM said, “Can’t you see that
this government has introduced
a transparent system and
stopped the loot that prevailed
during Congress rule.”

Saini said that during the Con-
gress rule, more than 50,000
ineligible persons were granted
social security pensions. In 2011,
an old-age pension scam came to
light in which pensions were
handed over to individuals who
were either ineligible or had
passed away,” the CM said.

He said at that time the state
government had decided to
transfer pensions directly into
bank accounts of the beneficia-
ries. 

“While about 15.98 lakh per-
sons were receiving social secu-
rity pensions across 16 districts
then, however, when the benefi-
ciaries were asked to open bank
accounts, only about 11.44 lakh
accounts were opened, indicat-
ing that nearly five lakh individ-
uals were fake beneficiaries,” the
CM said. “Had the government
examined all the 21 districts, the
number of fake beneficiaries
would have been even higher,”
he added.

‘Strict action against 
‘donkey route’ agents’
The CM said that the state gov-
ernment has taken several steps
to enhance skills and generate
employment opportunities for
youth. However, if any youngster
wants to go abroad, the govern-
ment has established a foreign
cooperation department to assist
them. 

“We are taking strict action
against agents who send youth
abroad through the illegal ‘don-
key route.’ 

To curb fraud in the name of
sending people abroad and to
regulate travel agents, a law has
already been enacted. The gov-
ernment is sending youth
abroad through legal channels
via Haryana Kaushal Rozgar
Nigam (HKRN),” Saini said.

He said under Panchjanya-
2026 programme held on Janu-
ary 3, offer letters were issued to
210 youth for employment in
Dubai. “So far, 390 youth have
been sent to Israel in two phases
and are getting a monthly salary
of more than ₹3.38 lakh.

‘Empowering women 
through financial 
assistance’
The CM told the assembly that
till January 31, 2026, over 10.5
lakh women had applied for
Deendayal Lado Lakshmi Yojana
through the mobile application,
of which, 9,22,452 women were

found eligible to receive monthly
financial assistance of ₹2100.

He said that the fourth instal-
ment (₹193 crore) of the scheme
was deposited on February 10
directly into the accounts of the
eligible women beneficiary,
bringing the total disbursement
under the scheme to ₹634 crore
across four instalments.

Saini informed the House that
₹116.15 crore compensation for
crop damage due to floods had
been released to 53,821 farmers.
Out of this amount, ₹35.29 crore
was released for bajra, ₹27.43
crore for cotton, ₹22.91 crore for
paddy and ₹14.10 crore for guar.

Responding to claims that
many farmers did not receive
compensation, the CM said
investigation found that dupli-
cate photographs of certain land
parcels had been uploaded on
the portal by patwaris. 

Due to this technical discrep-
ancy, compensation amounting
to ₹370.52 crore for 1,50,583
farmers could not be approved.
He said the matter is under gov-
ernment’s consideration.

Saini refuted allegations that
farmers were being cheated by
reducing the weight of urea
bags. 

The CM clarified that the tra-
ditional neem-coated urea, con-
taining 46 % nitrogen, continues
to be available in 45-kg bags at
the existing price of ₹266.50 per
bag, inclusive of GST. 

{ CM’S REPLY ON GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS }

Introduced transparency 
to stop ‘loot’ prevailed 
during Cong govt: Saini

P
Under Congress rule, over 50,000 
ineligible people received social security 
pensions. This included a 2011 scam 
where payments were issued to ineligible 
individuals and even the deceased.
NAYAB SINGH SAINI,  Haryana chief minister
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CHANDIGARH : The eyebrow rais-
ing record paddy procurement
rocked the Haryana Assembly
on Friday with the Opposition
accusing the government of pre-
siding over a multi-crore paddy
procurement scandal, triggering
sharp exchanges in the House.

The principal opposition
party, the Congress, alleged that
the irregularities began from the

“Meri Fasal–Mera Byora” portal
and extended up to rice mills.
The Congress legislators claimed
that rice millers, commission
agents, transport contractors

and certain government officials
with political patronage were
hand in glove and executed what
the party said was a “₹5,000
crore paddy scam”.

The issue found a centre stage
in the House through three sepa-
rate calling attention notices
moved by Congress MLAs Ashok
Kumar Arora, Bharat Bhushan

Batra, Geeta Bhukkal, Shelly
Chaudhary, and Aditya Surjew-
ala, besides INLD MLAs Aditya
Devi Lal and Arjun Chautala.

“The strongest proof of this
scam is that in a year when the
crops were damaged and yield
declined, the paddy procure-
ment figures of the government
are record breaking...Where has
this paddy come from? Obvi-
ously, from other states...Outside
paddy was sold at MSP and our
own farmers were left standing
outside the mandis,” Surjewala
said in his separate calling atten-
tion notice. In their joint notice,
Congress MLAs demanded CBI
probe and alleged that fake gate
passes were generated at grain
markets and that cheaper paddy
was brought in from Uttar Pra-
desh and Bihar and shown as
locally procured produce using
forged documentation.

{ HARYANA ASSEMBLY BUDGET SESSION }

Congress alleges ₹5,000-crore 
paddy procurement ‘scandal’ 
Congress MLAs  say 
cheaper paddy was 
brought in from 
other states and 
shown as locally 
procured produce

Allegations misleading, says Saini 
Chief minister Nayab Singh 
Saini admitted that there were 
certain shortcomings, but strict 
action was being taken against 
all those responsible for the 
irregularities. “We took action 
as soon as we found the 
shortcomings and we are 
further strengthening the 
procurement system,” Saini 
said, dismissing the 
Opposition’s allegation of a 
₹5,000 crore scam in paddy 
procurement as factually 

incorrect and misleading.
He said so far 12 FIRs had 

been registered and of the total 
75 government officials 
chargesheeted, and 28 officials 
have been suspended. He said 
that ₹6.37 crore fine was also 
recovered from the rice millers. 
Saini said that to plug the 
loopholes, ahead of 2026-27 
paddy procurement season, e-
procurement portal is being 
upgraded. He said from the 
upcoming rabi and kharif 

marketing seasons 2026–27, 
range of technology-driven 
measures will be introduced, 
including geo-tagged gate 
passes, automatic number 
plate recognition for vehicles, 
geo-fencing of mandis, 
warehouses and rice mills, and 
installation of CCTV. The CM 
said that provisions of 
biometric verification and 
physical inspections through  
mobile application will be 
implemented for farmers.
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KARNAL : A 24-year-old man
from Yamunanagar died in a
road accident in Canada’s
Toronto, family members said
on Friday. The deceased Udam
Preet Singh, a native of Chhota
Model Town, Yamunanagar
had gone to Canada on a study
visa in 2021.

The family of the deceased
said he was currently living in
Brampton, pursuing his studies
and working part-time to sup-
port his family.

His father Gurvinder Singh
runs a photography business in
the city and has sold his land,
spending lakhs of rupees to
ensure his son’s bright future.

According to reports, Udam
was travelling to Toronto by
car with a friend after receiving
a two-day leave from work on
Thursday when their car col-
lided head-on with a speeding
truck. Udham died at the spot,
while his friend was seriously
injured.

The family in India received
news of the accident late on
Thursday. Udham had recently
returned to Canada after
spending a few weeks in India
to celebrate his parents’ silver
jubilee anniversary in Decem-
ber 2025. 

24-yr-old Yamunanagar man 
dies in Canada road accident

Victim Udam Preet Singh
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CHANDIGARH : As many as 77
industrial plots located in vari-
ous focal points across Punjab
were allotted in the latest e-auc-
tion conducted by the Punjab
Small Industries and Export Cor-
poration (PSIEC). Punjab indus-
tries and commerce minister
Sanjeev Arora on Friday said the
cumulative base value of these
plots was approximately ₹72.50
crore, whereas the final bids
received amounted to an
impressive ₹163.50 crore, reflect-
ing more than double apprecia-

tion over the reserve price.  He
said the response demonstrated
the robust demand for industrial
land and renewed investor confi-
dence. The significant price real-
isation underscored the strategic
location, infrastructure readi-
ness and immense development
potential of the industrial focal
points, he added in a statement.

PSEIC rakes in ₹163cr 
from auction of 77 units

RESPONSE 
DEMONSTRATED  
INVESTOR 
CONFIDENCE, SAYS 
MINISTER ARORA

1,55,70,000/-

1,36,80,000/-

13,68,000/-
1,37,000/-

1,56,000/-

6,47,000/-
64,700/-
6,470/-

3. P&M scrap at Mini/Micro Hydel Power generation project of 300 KW capacity built in a plot of 1.362 hectares land on leasehold basis on Kotla Branch canal at RD 267600 to RD
269192 in village Ralla on the right & left Bank, Tehsil & Distt. Mansa. Details of P&Malongwith quantity are as follows: 1.Stepup Power Transformer – 1. 2.Power distribution Line 11KV – Lot. 3.
TurbineHousing – 1.4.OldGear box – 1.5.ConnectingShaft – 1.6.Lubrication unit (Motor andSomePartsmissing). 7.EOTCrane – 1.8.Misc scrap itemsnot covered above – Lot.

29.03.2026, till 4:00
p.m. / 30.03.2026 from

29.03.2026, till 4:00
p.m. / 30.03.2026 from

29.03.2026, till 4:00
p.m. / 30.03.2026 from

29.03.2026, till 4:00
p.m. / 30.03.2026 from

29.03.2026, till 4:00
p.m. / 30.03.2026 from

29.03.2026, till 4:00
p.m. / 30.03.2026 from1. Sh. Gurbax Ram S/o Sh. Jagtar Ram

(Borrower), V.P.O. Gunachaur, SBS 144511.

GUNACHAUR TRUCKTATALPT710/14ft DCR35CBC100BS6M5STCHASSIS
Rs. 14,88,098.57 as on 31.12.2025

plus future interest and other charges
2. Sh.HarjinderKumarS/oSh. LaxmanDass (Guarantor),V.P.O.Gunachaur, SBSNagar – 144511.

3.

Dated : 27.02.2026

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION ON 30.03.2026 BETWEEN 11:00 AM TO 04:00 PM (WITH 10 MINUTES UNLIMITED AUTO EXTENSIONS)

EMD SHALL BE DEPOSITED AND LINKED/MAPPED WITH THE PROPERTY ID BEFORE THE EXPIRY OF AUCTION TIME PRIOR TO PLACING THE BID

15,57,000/-

11,00,000/-
1,10,000/-

13,250/-

6,500/-

11,000/-

SSTTAATTUUTTOORRYY 1155//3300 DDAAYYSS SSAALLEE NNOOTTIICCEE UUNNDDEERR RRUULLEE 66((22)),, 88((66)) && 99((11)) OOFF TTHHEE SSAARRFFAAEESSII AACCTT,, 22000022
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