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 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

Ukraine awaits White 
House nod for drone deal
KYIV

UKRAINE is awaiting White House approval for a major 
drone production agreement proposed by Kyiv last year, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on 
Thursday, as countries scramble to modernise their air 
defenses after the Iran war exposed shortcomings.

The proposed US-Ukraine deal would 
cover various types of  drones and air de-
fenses that operate as a single system ca-
pable of  protecting against swarms of  
hundreds or even thousands of  Iranian-
designed Shahed drones and missiles, Ze-
lenskyy said on social media.

“We have not yet had the opportunity to 
sign this document,” Zelenskyy said.

Russia, which invaded its neighbor just 
over four years ago, has fired more than 57,000 Shahed 
drones at Ukraine, the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry said 
earlier this week. It launched more than 800 drones and 
decoys in its biggest nighttime barrage of  Ukraine. Iran 
has responded to joint US-Israeli strikes by firing the same 
type of  drones at targets in the West Asia.                       AP

Iran ramps up missile strikes  
as Mojtaba signals no let-up
DUBAI

IRAN continued its missile attacks 
on Gulf  neighbours across the re-
gion and Israel on Thursday, the 13th 
day of  the war, as its newly-elected 
supreme leader Mojtaba Khamenei 
vowed to continue attacking Gulf  
neighbours till its objectives are 
achieved.

The IDF said it hit a “critical” nu-
clear site near Tehran. The site near 
Tehran, identified by the military as 
the Taleghan compound, was hit dur-
ing waves of  strikes, IDF said on 
Thursday.

Iran said it wants to ensure that a 
war will not be imposed again on it 
in the future, deputy foreign minis-
ter Majid Takht-Ravanchi told AFP. 
“We want to see that war is not going 
to be imposed again on Iran,” said 
Takht-Ravanchi in an interview in 
Tehran. Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
vowed to keep the strategic Strait of  
Hormuz closed. The minis-
ter also rebuffed US claims 
and said Iran is not laying 
mines in the Strait of  
Hormuz.

Ger man shipowners 
Hapag-Lloyd said that one 
of  their cargo vessels in the Gulf  
caught fire after being “hit with shrap-

nel” overnight, adding that no one was 
injured. Only vessels from China and 

a a few countries that Iran 
has recognised were allowed 
to pass through the Strait of  
Hormuz. “Some countries 
have already talked to us 
about passing the strait and
we have cooperated with 

them,” said Takht-Ravanchi. The In-
ternational Maritime Organization 

(IMO) announced an “extraordinary 
session” next week to discuss threats 
to shipping in the Middle East and 
particularly in the Strait of  
Hormuz.

The US military has said it is “not 
ready” to escort tankers through the 
critical Strait of  Hormuz because all 
its assets are focused on striking 
Iran.The Israeli military moved fur-
ther into southern Lebanon, telling 
residents to “move immediately 
north of  the Zahrani River”, 40 kilo-
metres (25 miles) from the Israeli bor-
der. It said Iran-backed Lebanese 
group Hezbollah had launched “ap-
proximately 200 rockets” towards it 
overnight, in what it said was the big-
gest barrage of  the war so far. 

A series of  powerful explosions hit 
western Tehran, an AFP journalist 
said.Blasts were also heard over Je-
rusalem, AFP journalists said, as the 
Israeli military reported missiles 
fired from Iran. 

Dubai reported a drone attack and 
fallen debris in two locations while 
Kuwait’s airport was damaged in yet 
another strike on the facility. Brent 
crude jumped more than nine per-
cent to as high as $101.59 a barrel, 
while West Texas Intermediate was 
also up more nine percent to hit 
$95.97. AP

IDF said it hit a critical nuclear site near Tehran; oil jumps to $100 per barrel

An oil  tanker burns after being hit by an 
Iranian strike in the ship-to-ship transfer zone 
at Khor al-Zubair port in Iraq |  AP

IF YOU’RE  
GOING THROUGH 

HELL, KEEP 
GOING

WINSTON CHURCHILL

CHAIRPERSON 
 Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Chennai - 600032DIPR/1756/TENDER/2025

TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD
CHENNAI-32

Tender Notice No:  T3/TNPCB/F.026078/Sl. Appeal No. 23633-23634
of 2010/2026, Dt.12.03.2026

E-tender (2-cover system) through TN etenders’ website are  
invited for “Carrying Out Comprehensive Environmental Audit 
for the Palar River in Tamil Nadu”

The tender documents can be downloaded from 
https://tntenders.gov.in and www.tnpcb.gov.in on or after  
13.03.2026. The last date for the receipt of the tender is   
12.04.2026.
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