
DUBAI

IRAN continued its missile at-
tacks on Gulf  neighbours across 
the region and Israel on Thursday, 
the 13th day of  the war, as its new-
ly-elected supreme leader Mojtaba 
Khamenei vowed to continue at-
tacking Gulf  neighbours till its 
objectives are achieved.

The IDF said it hit a “critical” nu-
clear site near Tehran. The site 
near Tehran, identified by the mili-
tary as the Taleghan compound, 
was hit during waves of  strikes, 
IDF said on Thursday.

Iran said it wants to ensure that 
a war will not be imposed again on 
it in the future, deputy foreign 
minister Majid Takht-Ravanchi 
told AFP. “We want to see 
that war is not going to 
be imposed again on 
Iran,” said Takht-Ra-
vanchi in an interview 
in Tehran. Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guards vowed to 
keep the strategic Strait 
of  Hormuz closed. The minister 
also rebuffed US claims and said 
Iran is not laying mines in the 
Strait of  Hormuz.

German shipowners Hapag-Lloyd 
said that one of  their cargo vessels 

in the Gulf  caught fire 
after being “hit with 
shrapnel” overnight, 
adding that no one was 
injured. Only vessels 
from China and a a few 
countries that Iran has 

recognised were allowed to pass 
through the Strait of  Hormuz. 
“Some countries have already 
talked to us about passing the strait 
and we have cooperated with them,” 
said Takht-Ravanchi. The Interna-

tional Maritime Organization 
(IMO) announced an “extraordi-
nary session” next week to discuss 
threats to shipping in the Middle 
East and particularly in the Strait 
of  Hormuz.

The US military has said it is 
“not ready” to escort tankers 
through the critical Strait of  Hor-
muz because all its assets are fo-
cused on striking Iran.The Israeli 
military moved further into south-
ern Lebanon, telling residents to 
“move immediately north of  the 
Zahrani River”, 40 kilometres (25 
miles) from the Israeli border. It 
said Iran-backed Lebanese group 
Hezbollah had launched “approxi-
mately 200 rockets” towards it 
overnight, in what it said was the 
biggest barrage of  the war so far. 

A series of  powerful explosions 
hit western Tehran, an AFP jour-
nalist said.Blasts were also heard 
over Jerusalem, AFP journalists 
said, as the Israeli military report-
ed missiles fired from Iran. 

Dubai reported a drone attack 
and fallen debris in two locations 
while Kuwait’s airport was dam-
aged in yet another strike on the 
facility. Brent crude jumped more 
than nine percent to as high as 
$101.59 a barrel. AP
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Biggest attack since war began, 
Hezbollah launches 200 rockets
MAJD EL-KROUM

ISRAEL’s military said Thursday that 
Hezbollah had fired around 200 rockets 
at Israel the night before, in what it de-
scribed as the Lebanese armed group’s 
“biggest barrage” since the war began.

“Last night, Hezbollah timed a simul-
taneous attack with Iran, firing rockets 
and drones at towns and communities 
across Israel,” military spokesman 
Lieutenant Colonel Nadav Shoshani 
told journalists in a briefing. “The num-
bers (are) approximately 200 rockets, ap-
proximately 20 UAVs (drones), and com-
bine those with ballistic missiles that 
were being fired from Iran at the same 
time.”

Shoshani said “this was Hezbollah’s 
biggest barrage” since the start of  the 
war.

But he added that “we had a good aer-
ial defence and rapid response, resulting 
in minimal casualties, only two or three 
direct hits... and a few civilians that were 
lightly injured”. The Israeli military has 
been battling Tehran-backed Hezbollah 
since the group began firing rockets into 
Israel on the second day of  joint US-Is-
raeli strikes on Iran.

An AFP team visited a house in an Arab 
village close to the town of  Majd el-Kroum 
in northern Israel with a large hole blown 
through the living room ceiling. 

Standing among the rubble, owner Kha-
lil Khalil told AFP that air raid sirens 
sounded as his family of  nine was sipping 
coffee after the evening meal to break 
their Ramadan fast. 

A projectile struck their house as they 
were heading towards the safest room, but 
fortunately only caused light injuries to 
several of  them.

“We were very lucky, thank God no one 
was killed,” Khalil said. A civil defence 
official told AFP the damage appeared to 
be caused by a stray Israeli air defence 
missile. AFP 

KYIV

UKRAINE is awaiting White 
House approval for a major drone 
production agreement proposed 
by Kyiv last year, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on 
Thursday, as countries scramble 
to modernise their air defenses af-
ter  the Iran war exposed 
shortcomings.

The proposed US-Ukraine deal 
would cover various types of  
drones and air defenses that oper-
ate as a single system capable of  
protecting against swarms of  hun-
dreds or even thousands of  Irani-
an-designed Shahed drones and 
missiles, Zelenskyy said in a mes-
sage on social media. “We have not 
yet had the opportunity to sign this 
document,” Zelenskyy said.

Russia, which invaded its neigh-
bor just over four years ago, has 
fired more than 57,000 Shahed 
drones at Ukraine.                        AP

Ukraine awaits 
White House nod 
for drone deal

Iran ramps up strikes with no let-up
IDF said it hit a critical nuclear site near Tehran; oil jumps to $100 per barrel, stocks sink worldwide

Iran arrests nearly 200 over US-Israeli war related activity 
PARIS: Iranian authorities have arrested nearly 200 people nationwide over alleged 
activities linked to the US-Israeli war, according to the US-based Human Rights Activists 
News Agency (HRANA). The group said at least 195 people were detained in cities
including Tehran and Tabriz on charges ranging from social media activity and sending 
footage to foreign media to espionage and disturbing public order. The Revolutionary 
Guards said 10 people who filmed strike locations and shared the footage abroad had 
been arrested, with their “confessions” broadcast on state TV. 

An oil  tanker burns after being hit by an 
Iranian strike in the ship-to-ship transfer 
zone at Khor al-Zubair port in Iraq |  AP

People inspect homes damaged by a projectile 
launched from Lebanon, in Haniel central Israel |  AP

All the news. 
In just a click.  

Log to www.newindianexpress.com
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