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Chief Minister M.K. Stalin unveiled the
foundation stone for a new bypass for
Mayiladuthurai through video conference from
Chennai on Thursday. 

The long awaited project has been sanctioned
with an estimate of ₹185.35 crore to be executed
by the Highways and Minor Ports Department.
The project was initially proposed in 2010. The
bypass is expected to signi�cantly ease tra�c
congestion and improve regional connectivity as
it will link major highways and other district
roads around the town. 

Minister for Backward Classes Welfare Siva V.
Meyyanathan and other elected representatives
were present at the site. The Chief Minister
formally commissioned a stretch of
Mayiladuthurai-Tiruvarur highway, which had
been widened and strengthened at a cost of
₹157.96 crore with �nancial assistance from the
Asian Development Bank. The project was
executed by the Chennai-Kanniyakumari
Industrial Corridor Project wing of the State
Highways Department.

Foundation stone laid for
bypass in Mayiladuthurai
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The district administration has declared a local
holiday on March 2 in view of ‘masi magam’
festival to be celebrated in Hindu temples at the
‘Mahamagam’ tank, Kumbakonam in particular,
on that day. According to o�cial sources, all
government establishments, other than essential
services providing institutions, and educational
institutions, including private schools and
colleges, will remain closed on Monday and will
function on Saturday, March 14, in lieu of the
local holiday.

Holiday in Kumbakonam for
Masi Magam on March 2

Teenage pregnancy is a
complicated social pro-
blem that can be ad-
dressed only through an
integrated and non-judge-
mental approach from the
authorities, families, and
the educational system,
Pudukkottai Vijaya, chair-
person of the State Com-
mission for Protection of
Child Rights, said in Tiru-
chi on Thursday.

Addressing a stakehol-
ders’ consultative meeting
organised by the All India
Democratic Women’s As-
sociation (AIDWA) to ad-
dress the rise in teenage
pregnancies in Tiruchi dis-
trict, Ms. Vijaya said:
“There are over 500 reve-
nue villages in the district,
and in a recent survey, we
noticed that the student
dropout rates are high in
blocks with a high teenage
pregnancy rate. It is essen-
tial to bring back the chil-
dren into the educational
system in order to prevent
the incidence of teenage
pregnancy, child marriage,
and child labour.”

According to recent re-
ports, over 800 cases of
teenage pregnancy were
recorded in Tiruchi district
between April and Novem-
ber 2025.

Ms. Vijaya said that
medical practitioners
should be provided with a
proper legal framework to
attend to cases of teenage
pregnancy. 

“Sex education should
be provided mandatorily
in classrooms, so that chil-
dren can understand the
real-life implications of
having unprotected sex,”
she said.

In her address, A. Rad-
hika, AIDWA state general
secretary, said: “The rise of
teenage pregnancies in the
age groups of 13 to 15 years
in Tiruchi, is alarming gi-
ven that it is happening in a
progressive state like Tamil
Nadu. The government

should work towards im-
plementing more mea-
sures to protect the safety
of the children, and target
the areas where child mar-
riage is prevalent.”

The meeting included
consultations with psy-
chologists, psychiatrists,
schoolteachers, student
activist associations, and
medical professionals.

Psychiatrist Subhashini
said lack of awareness
made adolescents, espe-
cially women, vulnerable
to teenage pregnancy.
“Children are in�uenced
by their peers, social me-
dia exposure and �lms to
act impulsively in matters
of sexual intimacy. We feel

that boys and girls should
be taught about safe sex
and contraception at an
earlier age to prevent teen-
age pregnancy,” she said.

Jasmine, a psychologist,
said that schools should
appoint quali�ed counsel-
lors and provide a safe
space for children to dis-
cuss their problems. 

“Students fear judge-
mental attitudes when
they approach teachers
who double up as counsel-
lors. They are unable to
convey their problems ef-
fectively to their parents
too. Teenage pregnancy is
a sensitive issue that needs
careful handling and attitu-
dinal change,” she said.

‘Greater awareness needed to
reduce teenage pregnancy rate’
The Hindu Bureau
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A. Radhika, AIDWA State general secretary, addressing a consultative meeting on the rise in teenage

pregnancies in Tiruchi district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Fifteen students of a prim-
ary school at Mannankadu
near Pattukottai reported-
ly took ill with symptoms
of food poisoning after tak-
ing breakfast at their
school on Thursday.

According to sources,
the students started vomit-
ing at their class room on
Thursday after consuming
the breakfast served to
them at the Panchayat Un-
ion Primary School at Man-
nankadu. Immediately
they were rushed to the go-
vernment hospital, Pattu-
kottai, for treatment.

Preliminary investiga-
tion by the school authori-
ties and the Adhiramapatti-
nam police revealed that
the students had con-
sumed a gravy in which a
dead lizard was present. 

Dead lizard 
in breakfast,
schoolchildren
taken ill
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C
hief Minister M.K.
Stalin on Thursday
inaugurated,

through video conferenc-
ing, a new bridge built
across the Cauvery bet-
ween Nerur in Karur dis-
trict and Unniyur in Tiru-
chi district.

A sum of ₹101.37 crore
was spent for the project,
which was carried out by
the State Highways Depart-
ment (Projects Wing). The
high-level bridge has 26
spans. The overall width of
the bridge is 12.90 metres,
including pavements on
both sides. The length of
the bridge runs for 2,245
metres that includes the
length of approach roads.
While the length of the ap-
proach roads towards Un-
niyur is 538 metres and to-
wards Nerur, the length is
627 metres. Each span has
a distance of 42 metres.

Construction of the
bridge began in February
2023 and it has been com-
pleted in 36 months. Form-
er Minister and Karur MLA
V. Senthilbalaji, along with

senior o�cials, visited the
bridge shortly after the
Chief Minister inaugurated
it through video
conferencing.

Mr. Senthilbalaji said
that the bridge would bring
big relief to residents on
either side of the river as it
would ease their commute.
The direct connection bet-
ween Unniyur, situated
about 4 km from Kattu-
puthur in Tiruchi district,
and Nerur, about 11 km

from Karur, would cut
short the distance. All
these years, residents of
the villages had to travel
about 30 km to reach the
other side of the river. The
construction of the bridge
had reduced the travel
time drastically.

O�cials said the bridge
would improve the road
connectivity in the region.
The travellers heading to-
wards Chennai from Karur
and vice versa could take

the bridge, thereby saving
time, energy, and fuel. The
new bridge would improve
the road connectivity to Sri
Sadasiva Brahmendra Adh-
ishtanam at Nerur that re-
ceived devotees from di�e-
rent parts of Tamil Nadu
and other States.

Later, Mr. Senthilbalaji
inaugurated various com-
pleted projects in di�erent
parts of Karur constituen-
cy and laid the foundation
for the new projects.

Bridge between Nerur
and Unniyur opened 

Vital link: The new bridge built across the Cauvery between Nerur in Karur district and Unniyur in

Tiruchi district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

All these years, people in the surrounding villages had to travel 30 km to cross the river; work 

on the ₹101.37-crore project was launched in February 2023 and completed in 36 months
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Sixty college students suf-
fered minor injuries after
the bus in which they were
travelling met with an acci-
dent near Madukkur on
Thursday.

According to sources,
the accident occurred
when students from Adhi-
ramapattinam and sur-
rounding areas were going
to their college at Mannar-
gudi in Tiruvarur district.
The bus driven by Napole-
on of Kaalarmedu, Man-

nargudi, was involved in
an accident with a mini-
load vehicle coming in the
opposite direction. 

It toppled on the agri-
culture �eld after hitting a
palmyrah tree on the road
kerb.

Passersby in Paravathur
rushed in and saved the
college students. The in-
jured students were
rushed to the Government
hospital at Pattukottai for
treatment. The Madukkur
police have registered a
case and are investigating,
sources said.

60 College students
injured in accident
near Mannargudi 
The Hindu Bureau
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Tamil Nadu Government
College Teachers’ Associa-
tion (TNGCTA) has sought
the government’s interven-
tion to dissolve the Scruti-
ny Committee that was re-
cently constituted to
consider applications for
the posts of Registrar, the
Controller of Examina-
tions, and that of the Direc-
tor of Distance Education,
at the Bharathidasan Un-
iversity (BDU), on the
grounds that it lacked
transparency.

A Scrutiny Committee
consisting of A. Senthilra-
jan, registrar, Alagappa Un-
iversity, Karaikudi, C. Thi-
ruchelvam, principal,
Naina Mohamed College,
Aranthangi, S. Amutha, as-
sociate professor, Depart-
ment of Tamil, Rajah Serfo-
ji Government College,
Thanjavur, G. Gopinath,
senior professor, Depart-
ment of Computer
Science, BDU, and K. Suri-
yan, professor and director
(in-charge), Centre for Stu-
dy of Social Exclusion and
Inclusive Policy and head
(in-charge), Department of
Sociology, BDU, was ap-
pointed in February, to

shortlist candidates for the
above posts.

However, according to
o�cial BDU correspon-
dence of February 20, the
committee meeting was
abruptly dissolved on Fe-
bruary 9 due to “adminis-
trative reasons.”

A new committee with
Mr. Senthilrajan, V. Rajesh
Kannan, Vice-Chancellor
Committee member, S.
Mohan, Syndicate mem-
ber, E. Ram Ganesh, senior
professor, Department of
Educational Technology,
and N. Sumathi, principal,
Adaikalamatha College,
Vallam, was formed, and is
scheduled to meet on
March 3. In a statement on
Thursday, association state
president P. David Living-
stone said: “Even in the ab-
sence of one nominee, the
remaining members con-
stituted a valid majority. ”

In a related develop-
ment, Professor Suriyan
appealed for social justice.
“As per the norms, a senior
SC/ST member (at the
grade of Professor at least),
particularly the Liaison Of-
�cer of the SC/ST Cell has
to be in every committee.
But in the Bharathidasan
University, the SCs and STs
are excluded,” he said. 

College teachers seek
dissolution of BDU
Scrutiny Committee
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