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Shimla: The Himachal Pra-
desh high court on Tuesday
slammed the state govt over
its recent reorganisation of
panchayati raj institutions
(PRIs), terming the exercise
arbitrary and potentially an
election-delaying tactic.

A division bench compri-
sing Justice Vivek Singh
Thakur and Justice Ranjan
Sharma emphasised, “It is
also apt to record that we fail
to understand that when the
five years’ term of  PRIs alre-
ady expired and respondents
are bound by the mandate of
the Constitution, reiterated
by courts, including the apex
court, with direction to

complete the election pro-
cess latest by May 31, then
why respondents are ventu-
ring into large-scale reorga-
nisation and constitution of
wards/PRIs, which was not
done on time.” The five-year
term of  PRIs in Himachal
Pradesh came to an end on
Jan 31.

The bench, while dispo-

sing of  a petition, added such
commission on the part of
the state govt may cause an
adverse inference to be
drawn about its intention.
“Respondents, the state, sho-
uld not undertake such exer-
cise, which may be conside-
red a delaying tactic or pro-
crastination, as due to pauci-
ty of  time, decisions taken in

haste are leaving lacunae, in-
tentional or unintentional,
warranting scope of  interfe-
rence in judicial review,” un-
derlined the bench. These ob-
servations came while set-
ting aside a Jan 27 notifica-
tion that transferred Manlog
Badog village from Hanu-
man Badog gram panchayat
to Darlaghat gram panchay-
at. Both are located in Solan
district. The notification in
question, aimed at reorgani-
sing and delimiting gram
panchayats Darlaghat and
Hanuman Badog, was chal-
lenged for its basis. The co-
urt highlighted the state
govt’s only justification-
—distance between village-
s—ignored critical factors
like geographical location,
contiguity, and population.
The reorganisation was re-
portedly based on a request
made over 10 years ago.

Reverses Delimitation Of Gram Panchayats In Solan Dist
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We fail to understand that when the five years’
term of PRIs already expired and respondents 

are bound by the mandate of the Constitution, 
reiterated by courts, including the apex court, with 
direction to complete the election process latest 
by May 31, then why respondents are 
venturing into large-scale reorganisation 
and constitution of wards/PRIs, which 
was not done on time.
Himachal high court

‘TERM HAS ALREADY EXPIRED’

Shimla: Kavinder Gupta
(66), former lieutenant gover-
nor of  the Union Territory of
Ladakh, was sworn in as the
30th governor of  Himachal
Pradesh at Lok Bhavan on Tu-
esday. 

The oath of  office and se-
crecy was administered in
Hindi by chief  justice Gur-
meet Singh Sandhawalia.
The oath ceremony commen-
ced with the rendition of  the
national song, Vande Mata-
ram, for the first time at Lok
Bhavan, followed by the Na-
tional Anthem. 

After the oath-taking cere-
mony concluded, Vande Ma-
taram was sung once again,
followed by the National An-
them. Later, the governor was
accorded a guard of  honour.
Earlier in the morning, Gup-
ta performed a traditional po-

oja along with his family
members, before proceeding
for the oath-taking ceremony.

Haryana governor profes-
sor Ashim Kumar Ghosh, his
wife Mitra Ghosh, chief  mi-
nister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu, and lady governor

Bindu Gupta were also pre-
sent on the occasion, besides
state cabinet ministers, lea-
der of  the opposition Jairam
Thakur, MLAs, senior govt of-
ficers, and other prominent
personalities.

Later, interacting with
media persons, the governor
said, “The office of  the gover-
nor is a constitutional re-
sponsibility. The governor
does not belong to any politi-
cal party and works for the
overall development of  the
state and society.” 

Outlining his key prioriti-
es for the development of  Hi-
machal Pradesh, Gupta said
that the focus would be on en-
vironmental protection, edu-
cation, inclusive growth, in-
creasing the state’s green co-
ver, conserving its rich cultu-
ral heritage, and promoting
tourism, particularly religio-
us tourism. 

Kavinder Gupta sworn in
as 30th governor of HP
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HP CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
with governor Kavinder Gupta at
Lok Bhawan in Shimla on Tuesday
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Kullu: A Landslide Risk As-
sessment and Mitigation
(LRAM) course started at the
Indian Institute of  Technology
Mandi on Tuesday. 

The 6-day international trai-
ning programme aims to deve-
lop global knowledge and prac-
tical solutions to reduce lands-
lide disaster risk. Organised by
the LARAM School of  Italy, the
programme is being held in In-
dia in a physical format for the
2nd time.

The LARAM Course 2026 at
IIT Mandi is being attended by
10 distinguished experts from
Switzerland, Italy, Norway and
India. 

They will deliver lectures
and training to 40 participants,
including research scholars
and professionals from various
institutions. 

The course is specially de-
signed with the challenges of
the Himalayan region in mind,
where landslides and slope in-
stability pose serious threats to
communities, transportation
networks and critical infrast-
ructure.

IIM Mandi study
to reduce risk 
of landslides
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Shimla: Himachal Pradesh chi-
ef  minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Tuesday inaugurated
prepaid taxi service at ISBT Tu-
tikandi, Shimla, aimed at ensu-
ring transparency and passeng-

er safety. Under the new system,
commuters can book taxis di-
rectly at the prepaid counter,
make advance payment, and re-
ceive a payment slip, which
must be presented to the taxi
driver. 

After completing the jour-
ney, drivers submit the slip at
the counter to receive their fare.

The prepaid service will co-
ver 26 locations within Shimla,
along with two key routes to
Chandigarh International Air-
port and Chandigarh city, ope-
rated by 115 vehicles under the
taxi union. By paying fares in
advance, the passengers can av-
oid disputes or confusion over
charges.

Sukhu launches
prepaid taxi
service from
ISBT Shimla
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Srinagar: Days after the
Leh Apex Body (LAB) an-
nounced a rally alleging de-
lays in talks with the Centre
and accusing the judicial
commission probing the
Leh police firing of  not sub-
mitting its report, the com-
mission Tuesday said the
inquiry was being conduct-
ed in a fair and transparent
manner. Four protesters de-
manding statehood and
Sixth Schedule status (semi
autonomy) for Ladakh were
killed in the police firing on
Sept 24, 2025.

At a press conference in
Leh, joint secretary of  the
commission, Rigzin Spal-
gon, said a public notice had
been issued inviting indi-
viduals to submit affidavits
before the panel. “In re-
sponse, the commission has
received and examined a
large number of  affidavits
from members of  the gener-
al public as well as from offi-
cials representing various
departments,” he said.

Panel says Leh
firing probe on
in fair manner
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Kullu: Tibetans on Tuesday
marked 67th anniversary of
the Lhasa uprising of  1959 by
holding peace marches at va-
rious places in Himachal Pra-
desh, even as the Tibetan
govt-in-exile released a state-
ment accusing China of  unle-
ashing “horrifying devasta-
tion in Tibet”. The statement
said more than two million
Tibetans had met with unti-
mely death in the last 77 years
following China’s invasion of
Tibet in 1949.

“The Chinese govt remai-
ned relentless in destroying

the religious, cultural, and
linguistic heritage and other
characteristic features of  the
Tibetan people that define the
Tibetan national identity,”
said the statement.

“The Chinese Communist
Party has forced countless

numbers of  Tibetan children
to be removed from their pa-
rents and communities to be
enrolled in boarding schools
with a diabolical strategy to
transform the Tibetan identi-
ty into a Chinese one,” the sta-
tement added.

In the statement, the Tibe-
tan govt-in-exile also critici-
sed China for not budging
from its hardline policy to sol-
ve the Sino-Tibetan conflict.

On March 10, 1959, Tibe-
tans had staged an uprising
against the Chinese govt in
Lhasa. However, the revolt
was suppressed after China
launched a crackdown.

Tibetans mark 67th anniv of
uprising with peace marches
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Exiled Tibetans during a rally in
Dharamshala on Tuesday
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Shimla: In a statewide an-
ti-drug operation, the Hi-
machal Pradesh Police reg-
istered five cases under the
Narcotic Drugs And Psy-
chotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act and arrested
eight individuals.

The police also reco-
vered 1.221 kg of  charas and
seven grams of  chitta (her-
oin) during the operation
on Monday.

The operation, part of
the second phase of  the
state govt’s ‘Anti-Chitta’
campaign, was aimed to

dismantle drug networks
and make Himachal “chit-
ta-free”. The police, along
with a special task force
(STF), set up nakas at 176
strategic locations, in-
specting over 20,230 vehi-
cles. The authorities issued
866 traffic challans. Twelve
challans were also issued
under the Cigarettes and
Other Tobacco Products
(Prohibition of  Advertise-
ment and Regulation of
Trade and Commerce, Pro-
duction, Supply and Distri-
bution) Act. The campaign
focuses on protecting
youth from drug abuse.

8 held in statewide
anti-drug operation
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Under the new system,
commuters can book
taxis directly at the pre-
paid counter, make ad-
vance payment, and re-
ceive a payment slip
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