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Two sisters were injured after falling from a moving KSRTC bus when its door 
accidentally opened near Kaliya Reshme Road in Belthangady. The injured have been 
identified as Charishma and Chasmika. Charishma was on her way to appear for her 
SSLC examination, while Chasmika, who had completed her PUC, was accompanying her

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  M y s u r u

IN a fresh incident highlight-
ing the ongoing man–animal 
conflict in the Bandipur region, 
a herd of  wild elephants that 
strayed out of  the forest in 
search of  food damaged a For-
est Department jeep in Sargur 
taluk. The driver narrowly es-
caped unhurt.

The latest incident comes 
amid growing concerns over 
wildlife movement in the re-
gion, including frequent tiger 
sightings that have already 
heightened tensions. With ele-
phants now adding to the 
threat, locals have renewed 
their demand for the closure of  
safari operations, arguing that 
increased human activity may 
be disturbing animal move-

ment patterns. The incident oc-
curred within the Nugu wild-
life range of  the Bandipur 
Tiger Reserve. According to 
forest officials, the elephants 
had ventured out of  the forest 
and were being driven back 
when they charged at a de-
partment vehicle near 
the fish seed produc-
tion centre at the Nugu 
reservoir. The jeep sus-
tained minor damage 
on one side, but the driv-
er escaped unharmed.

Officials said such incidents 
are becoming increasingly fre-
quent in the area. Elephants 
often stray from the Nugu for-
est, pass through the fish seed 
centre, and enter farmlands in 
Halasuru and surrounding vil-
lages, damaging crops before 
returning to nearby forest 

patches near Hale Heggudilu.
Eyewitnesses said the herd 

followed a similar route on the 
day of  the incident, destroying 
crops before moving towards 
the reservoir. The confronta-
tion occurred when forest staff  

attempted to guide them 
back into the forest.

Farmers in the re-
gion have expressed 
growing concern over 
repeated incursions. 

They claim herds regu-
larly cross the reservoir 

by swimming and enter agri-
cultural lands, causing signifi-
cant losses. Despite informing 
authorities, they allege that no 
effective preventive measures 
have been taken. Farmers have 
urged higher authorities to 
take immediate action to pre-
vent further damage.

Wild elephants damage forest jeep in BTR

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ H a s s a n

ELEPHANT Task Force (ETF) 
personnel reportedly made a 
narrow escape from an ele-
phant attack near Mattur vil-
lage in Sakleshpur taluk on 
Tuesday. The incident unfolded 
as Youvaraj and Prasanna, ETF 
staff, were riding separately on 
a motorcycle to monitor the 
movement of  elephants that fre-
quently trigger panic among 
residents and stray into human 
settlements, following com-
plaints lodged by villagers.

At 6.30 am, an elephant was 
suddenly sighted at close range 
and immediately charged to-

wards them. In response, the 
alert staff  sprang from the vehi-
cle and managed to flee, leaving 
their motorcycles behind. The 
elephant then moved in and 
smashed both motorcycles ly-
ing on the ground. While escap-
ing, Youvaraj and Prasanna 
sustained minor injuries. Vil-
lagers alleged that the forest de-
partment has failed to effective-
ly curb the escalating elephant 
menace.  Senior forest officials, 
led by DFO Sourab Kumar, vis-
ited the site. Following the in-
spection, the villagers assured 
officials that efforts would be 
made to prevent elephants from 
entering human areas in the 
future.

ETF staff escape elephant 
attack in Sakleshpur taluk

The elephants have strayed out of the forest in search of food

Police personnel at Siddaganga Mutt on the eve of President Droupadi Murmu’s visit  
to take part in the 119th birth anniversary of Sri  Shivakumara Swamiji  which is to be 
held on Wednesday  |  EXPRESS

E N S  @  T u m a k u r u

THE city has been bedecked to 
welcome President of  India 
Droupadi Murmu, who is 
scheduled to participate in the 
119th birth anniversary cele-
brations of  Sri Shivakumara 
Swamiji at Siddaganga Mutt 
here on Wednesday at 11 am. 
She will address a vast gather-
ing, including more than 10,000 
children from all communities, 
irrespective of  caste and creed 
— largely students belonging to 
the SC/ST/OBC categories and 
minorities — studying in the 
Mutt.
   Over one lakh devotees from 
across the State are expected to 
attend, and arrangements are 
under way to serve them food, 
including sweets, informed Dr 
Shivakumaraiah, a function-
ary of  the Mutt.

The President will board a 

chopper at HAL airport and 
land at the Tumakuru Univer-
sity (TU) helipad. From there, 
she will proceed by road to the 
Mutt. 

She is scheduled to first visit 
the “gadduge” (tomb) of  the 
seer, revered as the “walking 
god,” and offer her tributes. 
She will also be presented with 
a statue of  the 12th-century re-
former Basavanna, along with 
a plaque and a cardamom gar-
land. Sri Siddalinga Swamiji, 
the head of  the Mutt, is super-
vising the arrangements.

Union Ministers Pralhad 
Joshi and V Somanna, along 
with Ministers M B Patil, Lak-
shmi Hebbalkar and Dr G Para-
meshwara, will attend the 
event. 

Former chief  minister B S 
Yediyurappa visited the Mutt 
on Tuesday and paid his trib-
utes to the seer.

Tumakuru decked up 
for Prez Murmu’s visit

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Six people, including groom booked 
for disrespecting Koragajja
Madikeri: The Napoklu police in Kodagu have booked six 
individuals for allegedly disrespecting the ‘Koragajja’ 
deity. The accused booked in the incident includes a 
bridegroom, who mimicked the deity during his wedding 
ceremony. The police have booked the individuals under 
Section 196 (1) of the BNS.  A video clip of a man donning 
the costume of ‘Koragajja’ was allegedly shot during a 
wedding ceremony of a couple from the Muslim 
community. During the ceremony held at Emmemadu 
near Napoklu, the bridegroom adorned the costume of 
Koragajja and mimicked the deity absurdly. The video 
went viral on social media, attracting the wrath of 
several residents and worshippers of the spirit deity. 
Following this, complaints were filed at the Napoklu 
Police Station against the individual who had 
impersonated and disrespectfully mimicked the deity. 
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