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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  B e n g a l u r u

DIRECTING the state government to issue a 
notification including areas that have been left 
out of  the Kappatagudda Reserve Forest with-
in the Kappatagudda Wildlife Sanctuary, the 
High Court of  Karnataka  dismissed the peti-
tions filed by Shivaganga stone crushing in-
dustries and a few others challenging the noti-
fication issued on May 16, 2019, declaring 244.15 
sq km area, excluding enclosures, revenue vil-
lages, patta lands and revenue lands in Mun-
daragi and Shirahatti taluks of  Gadag district, 
as the Kappatagudda Wildlife Sanctuary.

A division bench of  Chief  Justice Vibhu Ba-
khru and Justice CM Poonacha clarified that 
if  the state is of  the view that it is necessary 
or expedient to exclude a part of  the area from 
the boundaries of  the sanctuary, this order 
will not preclude the government to take a de-
cision to alter the boundaries of  the sanctuary 
(which includes left out portions of  the reserve 
forest), albeit in accordance with law.

The court said although no relief  to the ef-
fect of  including the left out portions of  the 
Kappatagudda forest in the sanctuary is 
sought, this court had invited the counsel to 
advance submissions in this regard. The pe-
titioners contend that the same has been 
done to benefit a few units owned by influen-
tial persons. “In that context, we also direct-
ed the state to indicate the reasons for reduc-
ing the area of  the sanctuary in the impugned 
notification,” the court added.

HC orders inclusion of 
left out forest areas in 
Kappatagudda sanctuary

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ B e n g a l u r u

THE Karnataka Lokayukta po-
lice on Thursday unearthed a 
total of  Rs 35.65 crore assets 
owned by eight officials of  the 
state government, of  which Rs 
27.61 crore is the disproportion-
ate assets (DA). 

The search on the premises 
of  Sathyanarayana M, Assist-
ant Executive Engineer of  Ma-
hanagara Palike in Hassan, is 
likely to be completed on Fri-
day. However, as per prelimi-
nary reports, he was found to 
possess Rs 1.o36kg gold, 
11.208kg silver, six sites, three 
houses and three acres 33 gun-
tas of  agricultural land. The 
total DA is yet to be known as 
the search was continuing at 
the time of  filing this report.

Simultaneous raids were con-
ducted on 42 premises related to 
eight accused officials in six 
districts of  the state. 

To quote details in a few cas-
es, Asif  Iqbal Khaleel, Assist-
ant Executive Engineer, Karna-
taka Urban Water Supply and 
Drainage Board, Mysuru, ac-

quired Rs 6.89 crore DA, includ-
ing five sites, seven houses and 
Rs 2.78 crore worth of  gold and 
silver ornaments. 

Similarly, Prakash Erappa 
Godbole, Junior Engineer, 
Krishna Bhagya Jala Nigam 
Limited, Indi taluk of  Vijayapu-
ra district, possessed Rs 4.60 
crore DA, including a school 
building and two sites. 

According to the official state-
ment about the DA allegedly ac-
quired by other accused officials, 
Rs 3.43 crore by Shashidhar R, 
Chief  Executive Officer of  Sin-
ganayakanahalli Raita Seva Sa-
hakara Sangha in Yelahanka 
Taluk of  Bengaluru; Rs 4.41 crore 
by Vasanth Valappa Naik, Chief  
Engineer, K-SHIP, Bengaluru; Rs 
3.01 crore by Sathish S, Assistant 
Executive Engineer, Public 
Works Department, Mandya 
Sub-Division; Rs 1.82 crore by M 
K Surakod, Taluk Backwards 
Classes Welfare Officer, Shira-
hatti taluk of  Gadag district; and 
Rs 1.54 crore by Veeresh Rudrai-
ah Hiremat, Electrical Inspector, 
Yadagir district, including 5 
sites, 2 houses and 4 acres 34 gun-
tas agricultural land. 

Lokayukta raids find 
`28cr DA in Hassan

V.O.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY 
Civil Engineering Department, Tuticorin-628 004.
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Name of the work
Estimated cost 
Put to tender 

value 
(Amount in INR)

Cost of Earnest 
Money Deposit 

(EMD) 
(Amount in INR)

Online 
Tender 
opening 

date

1 Renovation of VVD building, Forbes 
Building & Lemuir Building at World 
Trade Centre into Guest House in  
VOC Port.

7,53,16,504/-   15,06,330/- 20.03.2026

2 Setting up Common Solid  
Waste Recycling Facilities at  
V.O. Chidambaranar Port Authority.

1,49,33,857/- 2,98,678/- 17.03.2026

Note:   For eligible tenderers, downloading of bid documents from the NIC e-tendering website: 
i)    https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app                      
ii)  https://www.vocport.gov.in                                                                                         Sd/- 
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THE SECRET OF GETTING AHEAD IS 
GETTING STARTED ❯ MARK TWAIN


