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‘CEC can only be removed by Parl’
The Oppn has often accused him of siding with the ruling BJP, disenfranchising genuine voters and helping the saffron party in “vote chori” (stealing votes).

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The opposition 
is likely to submit a notice in 
both Houses of Parliament 
to remove Gyanesh Kumar 
as the chief election com-
missioner. This will be the 
first time that a notice will be 
submitted to remove a CEC. 
The opposition has often 
accused him of siding with 
the ruling BJP, disenfran-
chising genuine voters and 

helping the saffron party 
in “vote chori” (stealing 
votes). According to the law, 
a CEC cannot be removed 
from his office “except in 
like manner and on the like 
grounds as a Judge of the 
Supreme Court”. The other 
election commissioners 
cannot be removed from 
office except on the rec-
ommendation of the CEC. 
Here is an explainer on the 
procedure to be adopted 

to remove a chief election 
commissioner: According 
to clause 11 (2) of the Chief 
Election Commissioner and 
other Election Commission-
ers (Appointment, Condi-
tions of Service and Term 
of Office) Act, 2023, “The 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner shall not be removed 
from his office except in 
like manner and on the like 
grounds as a Judge of the 
Supreme Court”. Supreme 

Court and high court judges 
can be removed by Parlia-
ment, and the procedure 
is governed by the Judges 
(Inquiry) Act, 1968.

Once the notice is 
accepted in either of the 
Houses, a motion could be 
brought in that House of 
Parliament. In the Rajya 
Sabha, at least 50 members 
have to sign the motion. In 
the Lok Sabha, 100 mem-
bers have to support it. 

According to the Judges 
(Inquiry) Act of 1968, once 
a motion to remove a judge 
is admitted in any of the 
Houses, the speaker or 
the chairman, as the case 

may be, will constitute a 
three-member committee 
to investigate the grounds 
on which the removal (or, 
in popular terms, impeach-
ment) has been sought.

Polluted city
NEW DELHI: Delhi was 
the most polluted 
city during 2024-25, 
recording the highest 
annual PM2.5 levels 
and extended periods 
of “severe” air quality 
in winter while Patna 
was the second-most 
polluted city, according 
to a new analysis by Cli-
mate Trends.

Climate Trends is a 
research-based consult-
ing and capacity-build-
ing initiative that aims 
to bring greater focus on 
issues of environment, 
climate change and sus-
tainable development.

Based on Central Pol-
lution Control Board 
(CPCB) air quality mon-
itoring data, this report 
analysed how meteoro-
logical conditions influ-
ence the persistence of 
PM2.5 pollution across 
six major Indian cities 
such as Delhi, Patna, 
Kolkata, Mumbai, Chen-
nai and Bengaluru. 
Using CPCB air quality 
data (2024-2025) com-
bined with meteorologi-
cal clustering, the study 
distinguished emission-
driven pollution from 
weather-driven variability.

Gender 
equality
NEW DELHI: Minister 
of State for Women and 
Child Development Savitri 
Thakur highlighted India’s 
progress towards wom-
en-led development and 
reaffirmed the country’s 
commitment to advanc-
ing gender equality and 
strengthening access to 
justice at a United Nations 
event in New York. Deliv-
ering India’s national 
intervention during the 
general discussion at the 
70th session of the Com-
mission on the Status 
of Women (CSW-70) on 
Tuesday, Thakur said the 
country’s motto of “Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas” has 
guided its vision of inclu-
sive growth. She said 
over 10 crore women 
organised into nearly 
90 lakh self-help groups 
have transformed the 
rural economy by foster-
ing grassroots leadership 
and entrepreneurship, an 
official statement issued 
here said. The minister 
also noted that women are 
leading more than 1,000 
start-ups supported under 
the Atal Incubation Centre 
scheme, while over eight 
lakh women directors 
are associated with active 
Indian companies.
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