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NEW DELHI: Speaker 
Om Birla on Thursday 
said Lok Sabha func-
tions strictly according 
to rules and no member 
has the privilege to speak 
whenever he or she 
wishes and warned that 
if anyone behaves con-
trary to the decorum of 
the House, he would be 
compelled to take strict 
action to preserve its dig-
nity.

A day after a resolu-
tion seeking his removal 
from office was defeated, 
Birla also said in Lok 
Sabha that members 
may personally agree or 
disagree with the deci-
sion of the Chair, but 
it remains his duty to 
enforce the rules, proce-
dures and traditions of 
the House.

He said the Chair 
does not belong to any 
individual, it is a symbol 
of India’s democratic 

traditions, the spirit of 
the Constitution, and 
the prestige of this great 
institution.

The speaker said 
whether it is the Leader 
of the House (Prime Min-
ister), the Leader of the 
Opposition (LoP), or any 
other member - they can 
speak only by follow-
ing the procedures laid 
down in the rules of the 
House.

Thursday was the 
first time Birla came to 
the House to conduct 
the proceedings since 

the notice of no con-
fidence was given 
against him by the 
opposition on Febru-
ary 10 during the first 

part of the Budget ses-
sion, which ended on 
February 13. The second 
part of the session began 
on March 9.

Birla said MPs always 
must remember that dis-
agreements and intense 
exchanges of ideas are 
natural in parliamentary 
debate but there is a 
clear line between demo-
cratic discourse and dis-
order.  “Waving placards, 
shouting slogans, tearing 

papers, or climbing on 
desks are contrary to our 
great parliamentary tra-
ditions. Such behaviour 
not only disrupts pro-
ceedings but also dimin-
ishes the prestige of the 
House,” he said, adding 
whether there is praise 
or criticism, his resolve 
remains the same: to 
protect the dignity of 
the House and uphold its 
rules.

Referring to remarks 
by some members that 
the Leader of the Oppo-
sition (Rahul Gandhi) 
was disallowed to table 
a magazine article based 
on the unpublished 
memoir of former Army 
chief M M Naravane on 
the India-China conflict 
of 2020, Birla cited rul-
ings by past speakers 
when members were not 
allowed to table docu-
ments by the Chair.

‘House functions by 
rules, not privilege’

Birla: Duty to enforce House rules despite disagreements.
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The seer is sched-
uled to address a 
gathering in Luc-
know later on Wed.

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi 
Party president Akhilesh 
Yadav on Wednesday 
slammed the Uttar 
Pradesh government over 
the conditions imposed 
for a programme led 
by Swami Avimuktesh-
waranand Saraswati in 

the state capital, accusing 
it of insulting Sanatan tra-
ditions.

The seer is sched-
uled to address a gath-
ering in Lucknow later 
on Wednesday as part of 
his campaign seeking the 
status of “rashtra mata” 
(national mother) for the 
cow and a complete ban 
on cow slaughter across 
the country.

Local authorities have 
granted permission for 
the event titled ‘Gau Prat-
ishtha Dhwaj Sthapana, 

Dharm Yudh Shankhnaad 
Sabha’ with approxi-
mately 26 conditions.

Reacting to the con-
ditions, Yadav took to 
social media and mocked 

the restrictions, saying 
the government might as 
well specify “how many 
centimetres one can open 
their eyes and mouth.”

According to the orga-
nisers, the guidelines 
include restrictions on 
inflammatory speeches 
against any religion, caste, 
community or language, a 
ban on abusive remarks 
against political or reli-
gious figures, and direc-
tions that minors should 
not be asked to raise con-
troversial slogans.
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FASTFACTS

z Event permitted 
with 26 conditions by 
authorities.

z BJP govt  insulting 
Sanatan traditions 
and imposing ‘illogical 
restrictions’.


