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Three 
killed in latest US strike on “drugboat” 
in the Eastern Pacific Ocean.
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Iranian students rally for second day amid war fears
Protests held at 5 universities in Tehran to commemorate those killed in previous crackdown as country braces for possibility of US attack

DUBAI

NEW anti-government protests 
have begun in Iran, witnesses 
said Sunday, as university stu-
dents in Tehran and another 
city demonstrated around me-
morials for thousands of  peo-
ple killed in a crackdown on 
previous nationwide demon-
strations about six weeks ago.

Iran’s state news agency said 
students protested at five uni-
versities in the capital, Tehran, 
and one in the city of  Mashhad 
on Sunday. The scattered pro-
tests erupted Saturday at uni-
versities following 40-day me-
morials for people killed in 
January during anti-govern-
ment rallies.

Iran’s government has not 
commented on the latest pro-
tests. Many Iranians have held 
ceremonies marking the tradi-
tional 40-day mourning period 
in the past week. Most of  the 
protesters are believed to have 
been killed around January 8 
and 9, according to activists 
tracking the situation.
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People take part in a protest near Iranian 
Embassy in London on Saturday |  AP

USS 
GERALD R FORD 

The world’s largest carrier  
was seen transiting Strait of 

Gibraltar toward the 
Mediterranean in a photo taken on 
Friday. It is accompanied by three 
destroyers, and when in position 

will bring the total number of  
American warships in the 

Middle East  
to 17

1 aircraft carrier — 
the USS Abraham 

Lincoln

Iranians across the country 
are still reeling with shock, 
grief  and fear after the earlier 
protests were crushed by the 
deadliest crackdown ever seen 
under the rule of  86-year-old 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei. 
Thousands of  people were 
killed and tens of  thousands 
are believed to have been 
arrested.

Although the crackdown 
tamped down the largest pro-

tests, smaller ones are still oc-
curring, according to protest-
ers and to videos shared on 
social media.

During the 1979 Islamic Revo-
lution that toppled the shah 
and brought the Islamic Repub-
lic to power, 40-day memorials 
for slain protesters often turned 
into rallies that security forces 
tried to crush, causing new 
deaths. Those were then 
marked 40 days later, with new 
protests.

Posts on social media Satur-
day and Sunday have alleged 
that security forces tried to re-
strict people from attending 
some 40-day ceremonies.

The new protests come while 
Iran braces for the possibility 
of  a US attack. AP

AIRCRAFT & AIR DEFENCE
The United States has sent dozens 

of warplanes to the Middle East. 
These include F-22 Raptor and 

F-35 Lightning stealth fighter jets. 
The US has also boosted its land-

based air defence in the region

E X P R E S S  R E A D

French govt to protest 
US remarks on 
activist’s death
PARIS: France will summon US 
Ambassador Charles Kushner 
to protest comments by the 
Trump administration over the 
beating death of a far-right 
activist, the foreign affairs 
minister said. Jean-Noel Barrot 
was reacting to a statement by 
the State Department’s 
Counterterrorism Bureau, 
which posted on X that 
“reports, corroborated by the 
French Minister of the Interior, 
that Quentin Deranque was 
killed by left-wing militants, 
should concern us all.” 
Deranque, a far-right activist, 
died of brain injuries last week 
from a beating in the French 
city of Lyon. He was attacked 
during a fight on the margins 
of a student meeting where a 
far-left lawmaker, Rima 
Hassan, was a keynote 
speaker. 

PROBLEMS ARE NOT STOP SIGNS, THEY ARE 
GUIDELINES ❯  ROBERT H SCHULLER


