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Actor Mammootty visited
the Kalpetta township,
built speci�cally for survi-
vors of the Mundakkai-
Chooralmala landslides in
Wayanad district.

The actor, who arrived
around noon on Saturday,
surveyed the settlements
and interacted with resi-
dents. 

Mr. Mammootty lauded
the rehabilitation initiative
and described it as an ex-
ample of Kerala’s social va-
lues. He said the township
was materialised through
collective e�orts and com-
munity support.

The actor termed the
project the greatest exam-
ple of Kerala’s social invest-

ment. “Such instances oc-
cur only rarely. It was
created through contribu-
tions made collectively by
the people of a place for
those who were destitute
and a�ected by disaster. It
is the people who made
these contributions. After
all, the government gives

money that has been col-
lected from the people of
Kerala. What we see here is
the people’s compassion.
What we see here is social
investment. Empathy and
sympathy for others are
found in the greatest mea-
sure in Kerala,” Mr. Mam-
mootty said.
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Actor Mammootty visiting the Kalpetta township on Saturday. 

In a major breakthrough in
Operation Numkhor – a na-
tionwide crackdown on
smuggling of premium se-
cond-hand vehicles and
forged registration rackets
involving Motor Vehicle
department (MVD) o�-
cials – the Customs (Pre-
ventive) Commissionerate,
Kochi, has arrested �ve
suspects; four from Assam
and one from West Bengal.

Among those taken into
custody, with the support
of Shillong Customs, is Di-
pak Patowary, District
Transport O�cer (DTO),
Bongaigaon, Assam. The
other accused are Biswa-
dip Das of West Bengal, Ay-
ub Ali, Mostafa Ahmed,
alias Rinku; and Jalal Man-
dal, all from Assam.

Investigators suspect
that the racket involving

Mr. Patowary facilitated
the illegal registration of
nearly 460 smuggled vehi-
cles using forged docu-
ments. These include fo-
reign-made luxury cars
and lorries as well as In-
dian-made vehicles ex-
ported and smuggled back
into the country through
Bhutan without paying
Customs duty. The Assam
Police have also registered
their arrests.

Mr. Das, believed to be
one of the masterminds,
was apprehended near the
India-Bhutan border in a
coordinated operation on
February 22. He was re-

manded in judicial custo-
dy and later brought to Ko-
chi on transit remand for
further investigation.

“The Customs (Preven-
tive) Commissionerate,
Kochi, alone has seized 49
such smuggled vehicles
out of a potential list of
200 identi�ed across Kera-
la. Tracking the history of
each vehicle is an elabo-
rate process, and seizing
them all will take time,” of-
�cials said.

CAG report
Operation Numkhor has
emerged as one of the
most extensive crack-
downs on vehicle smug-
gling and forged registra-
tions, prompting other
agencies, including the
Central GST department,
to initiate separate investi-
gations. 

A recent report by the
Comptroller and Auditor

General of India (CAG), ta-
bled in the Assam Assembly
last month, revealed that
15,849 vehicles bearing
identical chassis and engine
numbers were registered
across multiple north-east-
ern States, exposing the
scale of the racket.

Forged documents
“Multiple rackets are in-
volved in smuggling vehi-
cles and securing illegal re-
gistrations using forged
documents. We have so far
identi�ed two major net-
works — one based in Coim-
batore and another in As-
sam,” Customs sources said.

The Kochi Commission-
erate launched Operation
Numkhor with Statewide
raids on September 23,
2025, including searches at
the residences of popular
�lm actors such as Dulquer
Salmaan and Prithviraj Su-
kumaran. 
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Four persons 
from Assam, one
from West Bengal 
arrested as part of 
Operation Numkhor,
a nationwide
crackdown

Close on the heels of the
strike by Kerala’s nurses in
the State’s private health
sector, demanding a hike
in basic pay to ₹40,000,
the government has now
issued a draft noti�cation
revising the minimum wag-
es of all classes of em-
ployees in the State’s priv-
ate health sector.

According to the draft
noti�cation issued by the
Labour and Skills depart-
ment, the proposed re-

vised wages of Sta� Nurse
GNM/ BSC/ Registered
ANM Special Grade (10
years experience)/ EMT/
Ambulance Nurse will
range from ₹25,450 to
₹30,800. When it comes to
the top group of Nurses
Manager (MSc + 5 years ex-
perience/ BSc + 10 years ex-
perience)/ Nurses Direc-
tor/ Nurses O�cer, the
proposed revised basic pay
ranges from ₹27,330 to
₹33,080. 

The draft noti�cation
states that the proposal
will be taken up for consid-

eration on or after two
months from the date of
publication of the noti�ca-
tion. However, United
Nurses’ Association (UNA),
which led the nurses’
strike on Wednesday de-
manding a uni�ed wage
structure for nurses in the
private sector as well as a
basic pay of ₹40,000 on
par with the basic salary
received by nurses in the
public health sector, has
declared that the UNA will
not back down from its de-
mand for a basic pay of
₹40,000
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Minister for Higher Educa-
tion R. Bindu presented
the Kerala Institution
Ranking Framework
(KIRF) 2025 awards here
on Saturday. The pro-
gramme was organised by
the Kerala State Higher
Education Council
(KSHEC) at Rajagiri School
of Social Sciences, Kakka-
nad. 

The Minister said that
KIRF had emerged as an
important policy instru-
ment to strengthen quality
assurance and academic
competitiveness within the
State’s higher education
sector. Rajan Varughese,
Member Secretary, KSHEC
presided. 

The toppers in various
categories included Un-
iversity Rank -1 Cochin Un-
iversity of Science and
Technology; Arts & Science
College Rank 1 - Rajagiri
College of Social Sciences,
Ernakulam; Engineering
College Rank -1 College of
Engineering, Thiruvanan-
thapuram; Management
Rank -1 Rajagiri Business
School, Ernakulam; Phar-
macy Rank -1 Nirmala Col-
lege of Pharmacy, Muvattu-
puzha; Nursing Rank -1
MIMS College of Nursing,
Malappuram; Teacher
Education Rank -1 Farook
Training College, Kozhi-
kode; Agriculture & Allied
Sector - College of Agricul-
ture Vellayani, Thiruva-
nanthapuram, according
to the release.
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