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 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

TEHRAN

FRESH blasts were reported in 
Tehran as the widening West 
Asia war drew in new actors, 
with Iran striking Kurdish 
groups based in northern Iraq 
and warning “separatist” forc-
es against joining the conflict. 
The strikes came amid reports 
Kurdish Iranian dissident 
fighters were preparing to en-
ter the war with potential US 
backing, raising fears of  a new 
front opening against Tehran 
and further expanding the re-
gional conflict.

The Kurdish groups are 
widely seen as the most well-
organised segment of  the frag-
mented Iranian opposition and 
are believed to have thousands 
of  trained fighters. Their entry 
into the war could pose a sig-
nificant challenge to the embat-
tled authorities in Tehran and 
could also risk pulling Iraq fur-
ther into the conflict.

Khalil Nadiri, an official 
with the Kurdistan Free-
dom Party, or PAK, 
based in northern Iraq’s 
semi-autonomous Kurd-
ish region, said Wednes-
day that some of  their 
forces had moved to ar-
eas near the Iranian border in 
Sulaymaniyah province and 
were on standby. He said Kurd-
ish opposition group leaders 
had been contacted by US offi-
cials regarding a potential op-
eration, without giving more 
details.

Asked about reports that the 
Trump administration was con-

sidering arming Iranian Kurd-
ish groups, Defense Secretary 
Pete Hegseth told reporters 
Wednesday: “None of  our objec-
tives are premised on the sup-
port or the arming of  any par-

ticular force. So, 
what other entities 
may be doing, we’re 
aware of, but our 
objectives aren’t 
centered on that.” 
Before the US and 

Israel attacked Iran on Satur-
day, triggering a new war in the 
Middle East, the PAK had 
claimed attacks on the paramil-
itary Revolutionary Guard in 
retaliation for Tehran’s violent 
crackdown on protests. But an 
official with the group said it 
had not sent forces from Iraq 
into Iran. 

If  the Iranian and Iraqi Kurd-
ish groups were to join the war, 
it would be the first entry of  a 
significant ground force into 
the battle.

An official with Komala, an-
other of  the Kurdish Iranian 
groups, said on Wednesday that 
their forces are ready to cross 
the border within a week to 10 
days and were “waiting for the 
grounds to be suitable.” He 
spoke on condition of  anonym-
ity out of  security concerns.

Close watch on Kurdish groups
Turkey’s defence ministry on 
Thursday said it was “closely” 
following the actions of  Kurdish 
militant groups over concerns 
they are being drawn into the 
war, reportedly by US-led efforts 
to destabilise Iran. AP/AFP

JERUSALEM

THE ongoing war with Iran 
could cost Israel an estimated 
NIS 9.4 billion per week under 
current restrictions on eco-
nomic activities, the Israeli Fi-
nance Ministry has warned.

“In a letter sent to the Home 
Front Command chief, Maj. 
Gen. Shai Klapper, Finance 
Ministry Director General Ilan 
Rom asked to ease restrictions 
to allow for a gradual, partial 
reopening of  businesses and 
workplaces as early as Thurs-
day,” the Times of  Israel report-
ed.  “There is no dispute about 
the need to preserve a defence 
policy adapted to the security 
situation, but at the same time, 
shutting down the economy on 
a broad scale carries heavy eco-
nomic costs,” Rom warned.

“We need a solution that ad-
dresses both the security needs 
of  the Home Front and the 
needs of  the economy, after two 
and a half  years in which the 
economy has been paying a 
heavy economic price in light of  
the increase in security needs 
and the repercussions of  the 
war,” the top Finance Ministry 
executive reportedly said. 

Soon after Israel and the US 
launched their joint offensive 
against Iran on Saturday morn-
ing, the Israel Defence Forces’ 
(IDF) Home Front Command is-
sued nationwide guidelines pro-
hibiting all gatherings, educa-
tional activities and workplaces, 
except for essential businesses.

The guidelines limit travel 
to work, encourages work 
from home, and has instruct-
ed educational institutions to 
be shut down. 

On Monday, following fresh 
assessment amid the conflict 
with Iran, the Home Front 
Command extended nation-
wide restrictions until Satur-
day night.

Rom asked Klapper to ease 
Home Front Command re-
strictions from red to orange 
alert level. The Finance Min-
istry said current curbs cost 
the economy about NIS 9.4 
billion a week. AP

Iran war to 
cost Israel $3 
billion a week, 
says FinMin

Iran strikes Kurdish groups in Iraq 
as US-backed fighters ready for war
Fears of new front as Kurdish fighters prepare cross-border move against Tehran

Motorists drive along an expressway as plumes of smoke rise after a strike in Tehran |  AP

A boy plays with his sheep next to an unexploded missile that landed in an open 
field on the outskirts of Qamishli, eastern Syria |  AFP

60 per cent 
turnout in 
peaceful Nepal 
parl elections
KATHMANDU

NEPAL voted on Thursday for a 
new parliament in a high-stakes 
showdown between an entrenched 
old guard and a powerful youth 
movement, six months after deadly 
anti-corruption protests toppled 
the government. Key figures con-
testing for power include the Marx-
ist former prime minister seeking 
a return to office, a rapper-turned-
mayor bidding for the youth vote, 
and the newly elected leader of  the 
powerful Nepali Congress party.

Election commission officials 
collected ballot boxes after voting 
closed, with papers taken under 
guard to centres before counting.

“The voting process has been 
concluded peacefully and enthusi-
astically,” Chief  Election Commis-
sioner Ram Prasad Bhandari told 
reporters, saying turnout had been 
around 60 percent according to ini-
tial estimates. Some winners are 
expected to be published as early 
as Friday, but full results may take 
several days.

It may then take time before a 
government is formed if, as many 
analysts expect, no party wins an 
outright majority.

“Nepalis have been waiting for 
change for so long, from one sys-
tem to another,” said Nilanta 
Shakya, 60, a retired engineer, 
who was among the first to vote at 
a college in Kathmandu.

“I hope there is a meaningful 
change this time,” she added. Vot-
ers have chosen who replaces the 
interim government in place since 
the September 2025 uprising, and 
parliament and scores of  govern-
ment buildings were torched. 
Youth-led protests under a loose 
Gen Z banner began as a demon-
stration against a brief  social me-
dia ban, but were fed by wider 
grievances at corruption. Sushila 
Karki, the interim prime minister, 
said the vote was critical in “deter-
mining our future”.  AFP

Security personnel escort as officials carry 
ballot boxes to counting centre after Nepal 
vote in Kathmandu |  AFP


