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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over

Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh and Muza�arabad. Thunderstorm accom-

panied with lightning/gusty winds likely at isolated places over Bihar,

Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram,

Tripura, Sikkim, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Kerala and Mahe
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ..................0.4......30.7...... 21.9 Kozhikode ....................... —......35.0...... 27.1

Ahmedabad............. —......41.2...... 21.8 Kurnool ........................... —......37.5...... 23.2

Aizawl ...................... —......28.4...... 16.3 Lucknow.......................... —......34.9...... 20.4

Allahabad ................ —......36.2...... 20.0 Madurai ........................... —......35.6...... 24.0

Bengaluru................ —......31.5...... 20.6 Mangaluru....................... —......34.0...... 25.1

Bhopal ..................... —......36.8...... 15.0 Mumbai ........................... —......38.4...... 21.3

Bhubaneswar .......... —......33.4...... 23.4 Mysuru............................. —......33.0...... 20.4

Chandigarh.............. —......33.2...... 16.3 New Delhi........................ —......35.3...... 19.0

Chennai ................... —......32.9...... 24.7 Patna............................... —......31.5...... 23.7

Coimbatore ............. —......33.8...... 22.4 Port Blair ......................... —......32.5...... 25.6

Dehradun................. —......31.0...... 16.9 Puducherry ..................... —......31.2...... 23.8

Gangtok ................... —......18.9...... 13.3 Pune ................................ —......39.0...... 21.2

Goa........................... —......33.1...... 24.5 Raipur.............................. —......37.8...... 23.7

Guwahati ................. —......31.6...... 23.4 Ranchi ............................. —......32.9...... 19.0

Hubballi ................... —......37.0...... 21.0 Shillong ........................... —......20.0...... 12.0

Hyderabad............... —......34.6...... 21.9 Shimla ............................. —......27.7...... 17.2

Imphal ..................... —......30.2...... 16.3 Srinagar........................... —......22.4........ 6.4

Jaipur ...................... —......37.8...... 22.8 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......34.4...... 24.7

Kochi........................ —......31.6...... 26.6 Tiruchi ............................. —......34.7...... 23.6

Kohima .................... —......23.0...... 13.9 Vijayawada...................... —......32.0...... 24.0

Kolkata .................... —......32.7...... 24.2 Visakhapatnam................ —......32.3...... 25.9

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Singrauli,

Madhya Pradesh recorded

an overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 335

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Shillong,

Meghalaya recorded a

healthy AQI score of 31

Ahmedabad ..... .31 113 12 ..... 53 ...117 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...4 ..20 38 ... 199 ...221 ......*

Chennai............ .15 ..10 31 ..... 74 ....64 ......*

Delhi ................. .19 130 67 ... 243 ...238 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ...3 ..10 64 ... 146 ...144 ......*

Kolkata............. ...6 ..36 35 ..... 94 ....84 ......*

Lucknow........... ...5 ..35 26 ... 241 ...137 ......*

Mumbai ............ .10 ..71 44 ... 145 ...138 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..69 18 ... 231 ...195 ......*

Visakhapatnam ...5 ..46 18 ..... 55 ....83 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar’s
visit to New Delhi has once
again triggered speculation
of a possible leadership
change in the State.

However, Mr. Shivaku-
mar said he was in the cap-
ital to attend a private func-
tion. Speaking to reporters
aon Monday, he said: “I
meet everyone when I
come to Delhi. You (the
media) report that I was
made to wait by the Delhi
leaders.” Stating that there
was a wedding in a friend’s
family, he said, “Hence, I
came to Delhi on Sunday...
There were many pro-
grammes, including the in-
duction of several leaders.”

He said he will host a
dinner for MLAs and MLCs
in Bengaluru on Tuesday. 

Karnataka
Deputy CM to
host dinner
for MLAs

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

T
wo Left MPs who
attended the INDIA
bloc meeting here

on Monday expressed their
“strong disagreement”
with the senior Congress
leader and Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha, Rahul Gandhi, over his
recent remarks against the
Pinarayi Vijayan-led Left
government in Kerala.

While the Congress and
Left parties are allies in the
INDIA bloc, they are oppo-
nents in Kerala.

At a public meeting in
Thiruvananthapuram on
Saturday, Mr. Gandhi, re-
ferring to 36 cases against
him and a 55-hour-long En-
forcement Directorate in-

terrogation, questioned
why no action had been ta-
ken against Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
or his family [named in
other cases]. “The reason
is that they are working to-
gether. In fact, in Kerala it
is not the CPM and the BJP,
it is the CJP,” he said, re-
peating a term used by the

Kerala unit of the Congress
— “Communist Janata
Party”.

At the INDIA bloc meet-
ing, CPI(M) Rajya Sabha
leader John Brittas, and the
CPI’s P. Sandosh Kumar
said such comments
against the Left Front go-
vernment in Kerala were
injurious to the unity of the

bloc. According to leaders
present at the meeting, Mr.
Kumar �rst raised the is-
sue. Mr. Brittas said the
Left parties are an integral
part of the bloc, which
came together in Opposi-
tion to the BJP. Making
such “inappropriate re-
marks” on the eve of the
Parliament session, when
the Opposition should be
united, was not right,

Mr. Gandhi, it is learnt,
did not respond to the
MPs, and merely smiled. 

Speaking to reporters,
Congress general secretary
(organisation) K.C. Venu-
gopal said the Left MPs at-
tempted to raise the issue,
but other leaders inter-
vened, reminding them
that this was not the appro-
priate platform.

Left MPs question Rahul for
remarks against Kerala CM
Brittas and Sandosh raise issue at INDIA bloc meet in Delhi and slam Rahul’s remarks suggesting a

collusion between ruling CPI(M) and BJP; MPs say the comments will dent unity of the grouping

Sobhana K. Nair

NEW DELHI

Rahul Gandhi and K.C. Venugopal at a recent meeting in Kerala.

Karnataka could join the
legal struggle against the
Kerala government over
mandating Malayalam in
all educational institutions. 

After Kerala Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arle-
kar gave his assent to the
Malayalam Bhasha Bill last
week, the Karnataka State
Border Area Development
Authority (KSBADA) is pre-
paring to be a party in the
case to be �led before the
Kerala High Court against
the Bill, which it claims
would harm the interests
of the Kannada-speaking
linguistic minority residing
in Kasaragod district.

Kerala’s Malayalam
Bhasha Bill had triggered a
strong response from Kar-
nataka, with Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, in a letter to
Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan, asserting Kar-
nataka’s right to protect
the interests of Kannadigas
in Kerala.

Government sources
said that KSBADA o�cials
held consultations with
Law and Parliamentary Af-
fairs o�cials, and based on
their advice, the body is
likely to be a party in the
case, which is expected to
be �led in the Kerala High
Court by aggrieved Kanna-
da speakers/Kannada or-
ganisations. “The case may
be �led after the gazette
noti�cation. Once the peti-
tion is �led in the Kerala
High Court, there is a pos-
sibility of requesting the
court to move the case to a
high court outside Kerala
too,” sources told The

Hindu.

Karnataka
govt. may join
case against
Kerala Bill

Sharath S. Srivatsa

BENGALURU

Echoes of the “payment
seat” controversy that
dogged the Communist
Party of India (CPI) in the
2014 Lok Sabha election in
Thiruvananthapuram
seemed to resurface in the
party in Thrissur.

C.C. Mukundan, MLA,
on Monday accused the
party’s State leadership of
preferring Geetha Gopi ov-
er him for the Nattika As-
sembly seat, which he re-
presents, because “she
could raise funds to �ll the

CPI’s election war chest.”
Mr. Mukundan, who

won the constituency in
2021 with a margin of
28,000 votes, told repor-
ters in Thrissur that he
would contest again, “with
or without” the CPI’s im-
primatur. “I am not a fun-
draiser. I will not wait for
the leadership to remove
me. Before that, I will take
the necessary step,” he
said. Ms. Gopi, two-time
Nattika MLA, dismissed his
comments and said the CPI
would respond at the right
time.

Mr. Mukundan’s “muti-

ny” has come close on the
heels of the CPI State coun-
cil �nalising the list of 25
candidates on Sunday. Ho-
wever, CPI State secretary
Binoy Viswam on Sunday
told The Hindu to “wait for
a formal announcement.”

Not on the list

Nevertheless, a CPI insider
said the State council had
reportedly approved the
party secretariat’s propo-
sal to �eld seven sitting le-
gislators, including four
Cabinet Ministers. He said
Mr. Mukundan, a �rst-term
MLA, appeared not to have

made it to the list.
Mr. Viswam told repor-

ters in Thiruvananthapu-
ram that the CPI “does not
sell seats for money.” He
rejected attempts by the
Opposition to resurrect the
2014 “payment seat” con-
troversy. “The CPI accepts
contributions, not illicit
money, and it does not
hoard funds from dubious
sources for �ghting the
elections,” he said.

Mr. Viswam called Mr.
Mukundan’s remarks a
“transient emotional out-
burst” that would soon
pass. “The CPI has not shut

the door on Mr. Mukun-
dan. The party is willing to
lend an ear to Mr. Mukun-
dan’s grievances,” he said.

Asked about Congress
leaders reaching out to Mr.
Mukundan, Mr. Viswam
responded: “A communist
can’t switch loyalties like
shirts.”

Mr. Viswam refused to
draw a parallel between
Mr. Mukundan’s allegation
and the politically tempes-
tuous controversy that the
CPI had “sold” the Thiru-
vananthapuram Lok Sabha
seat to Bennet Abraham
for ₹1 crore in 2014.

CPI MLA accuses party of trading seats for poll funds
The Hindu Bureau
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