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T
he Kochi Corpora-
tion is set to imple-
ment Kerala’s �rst

Local Area Development
Plan (LAP) at Vyttila, an-
chored in the innovative
concept of transit-oriented
development (TOD).

The plan envisages the
development of around
105 hectares within a 500-
metre radius of the Vyttila
metro station, covering
parts of divisions 44, 45,
46, 47, and 48. 

The major components
include the development
of Vyttila Junction, beauti-
�cation of the �yover, de-
velopment of Vyttila North
bus stand, street-edge im-
provements, Phase II of the
mobility hub, and a food
street.

To ensure public partici-
pation, the Corporation
and the Local Self-Govern-
ment department will
jointly organise an exhibi-
tion at Kunnara Park, Thy-

koodam, on Sunday from
4.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.
Mayor V.K. Minimol will in-
augurate the event. The ex-
hibition will provide a plat-
form for residents to
register objections, sugges-
tions, and opinions on the
draft plans.

Conceived during the te-
nure of the previous LDF
council, the TOD-based
LAP is expected to address
long-standing issues faced

by motorists and pedes-
trians around Kerala’s bu-
siest junction. The plan
will be aligned with the
Corporation’s master plan,
which charts the city’s de-
velopment trajectory for
the next two decades.

The LAP model seeks to
densify population around
Vyttila while prioritising
public transport, pedes-
trian facilities, and com-
munity spaces such as

playgrounds. Noti�cation
of the LAP is expected to
foster a balanced residen-
tial ecosystem and attract
natural investments. Deve-
lopment and construction
activities in noti�ed areas
will be required to con-
form to its broader
framework.

While the ideal scenario
would be LAPs for all 76 di-
visions of the Corporation,
experts suggest that a city
the size of Kochi could real-
istically sustain �ve to six
LAPs around select zones.
Following the Vyttila initia-
tive, the previous council
had also conceived an LAP
for Palluruthy, adopting a
slightly di�erent model
that preserves rural cha-
racteristics despite its ur-
ban setting. The Corpora-
tion’s 2025-26 Budget
earmarked ₹2 crore for
preparing a comprehen-
sive and scienti�c LAP for
Palluruthy.

For details regarding the
exhibition, contact: 0484-
2427223.

Corporation proposes 
State’s �rst LAP at Vyttila
The TOD- based Local Area Development Plan is expected to address long-standing 

issues faced by motorists and pedestrians around the State’s busiest junction
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At least 40 people were in-
jured as a KSRTC bus
rammed a lorry near Era-
malloor in Alappuzha dis-
trict on Saturday. Two of
the bus passengers were
critically injured in the ac-
cident, which took place
around 11 a.m.

The accident occurred
at Kochuveli Junction near
Eramalloor as the super-
fast bus, which was en
route to Palakkad from Kol-
lam, lost control and
crashed into the lorry
parked on the wayside.

Twenty-three of the in-

jured, including the con-
ductor of the bus, were ad-
mitted to VPS Lakeshore
Hospital, Nettoor, around
13 km from the accident
site. Most of them su�ered
injuries to face, neck, and
chest in the impact of the
collision, a hospital spokes-
person said.

The remaining injured
sought treatment from dif-
ferent hospitals. “Accord-
ing to the information we
received, the bus was car-
rying passengers to its full
capacity. Around 10 peo-
ple who escaped unhurt
were later sent in other
buses,” an o�cer with the
Aroor police said.

40 injured as bus
rams parked lorry
at Eramalloor

The accident occurred near Kochuveli Junction at Eramalloor on

Saturday as the superfast bus, which was en route to Palakkad from

Kollam, crashed into the lorry parked on the wayside. 
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In a major breakthrough in
Operation Numkhor – a na-
tionwide crackdown on
smuggling of premium se-
cond-hand vehicles and
forged registration rackets
involving Motor Vehicle de-
partment (MVD) o�cials –
the Customs (Preventive)
Commissionerate, Kochi,
has arrested �ve suspects;
four from Assam and one
from West Bengal.

Among those taken into
custody, with the support
of Shillong Customs, is Di-
pak Patowary, District
Transport O�cer (DTO),
Bongaigaon, Assam. The
other accused are Biswa-
dip Das of West Bengal, Ay-
ub Ali, Mostafa Ahmed,
alias Rinku; and Jalal Man-
dal, all from Assam.

460 smuggled vehicles
Investigators suspect that
the racket involving Mr. Pa-
towary facilitated the ille-
gal registration of nearly
460 smuggled vehicles us-
ing forged documents.
These include foreign-
made luxury cars and lor-
ries as well as Indian-made
vehicles exported and
smuggled back into the
country through Bhutan
without paying Customs
duty. The Assam Police
have also registered their
arrests.

Mr. Das, believed to be
one of the masterminds,
was apprehended near the
India-Bhutan border in a
coordinated operation on
February 22. 

He was remanded in
judicial custody and later
brought to Kochi on transit
remand for further
investigation.

“The Customs (Preven-
tive) Commissionerate, Ko-
chi, alone has seized 49
such smuggled vehicles
out of a potential list of 200
identi�ed across Kerala.
Tracking the history of

each vehicle is an elabo-
rate process, and seizing
them all will take time,” of-
�cials said.

CAG report
Operation Numkhor has
emerged as one of the
most extensive crack-
downs on vehicle smug-
gling and forged registra-
tions, prompting other
agencies, including the
Central GST department,
to initiate separate investi-
gations. 

A recent report by the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG), ta-
bled in the Assam Assemb-
ly last month, revealed that
15,849 vehicles bearing
identical chassis and en-
gine numbers were regis-
tered across multiple
north-eastern States, ex-
posing the scale of the
racket.

Forged documents
“Multiple rackets are in-
volved in smuggling vehi-
cles and securing illegal re-
gistrations using forged
documents. We have so far
identi�ed two major net-
works — one based in
Coimbatore and another in
Assam,” Customs sources
said.

The Kochi Commission-
erate launched Operation
Numkhor with Statewide
raids on September 23,
2025, including searches at
the residences of popular
�lm actors such as Dulquer
Salmaan and Prithviraj Su-
kumaran. 

On the �rst day alone,
39 vehicles were seized,
followed by another 10 in
the subsequent days.

Operation Numkhor:
Kochi Customs 
arrest �ve suspects 

Four persons 
from Assam and one
from West Bengal
arrested as part of
Operation Numkhor,
a nationwide
crackdown
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Minister for Higher Educa-
tion R. Bindu presented
the Kerala Institution
Ranking Framework
(KIRF) 2025 awards here
on Saturday.

The programme was or-
ganised by the Kerala State
Higher Education Council
(KSHEC) at Rajagiri School
of Social Sciences, Kakka-
nad. 

The KIRF has been de-

veloped by the KSHEC as a
State-level mechanism to
assess and promote quali-
ty, transparency, and aca-
demic excellence among
higher education institu-
tions in Kerala, according
to a release.

The Minister said that
KIRF had emerged as an
important policy instru-
ment to strengthen quality
assurance and academic
competitiveness within the
State’s higher education
sector. 

KIRF awards presented
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State Human Rights Com-
mission (SHRC) Chairper-
son Alexander Thomas has
sought steps to e�ectively
utilise the six water reser-
voirs in Kochi.

The order was issued in
a suo motu case registered
by the Commission based

on a newspaper report.
The Commission directed
the Central Regional Chief
Engineer of the Kerala Wa-
ter Authority (KWA) to ur-
gently look into the matter.
It also noted that since the
utility had decided to im-
prove the e�ciency of the
water treatment plant at
Aluva, the excess puri�ed
water from the plant

should be distributed to
areas facing drinking water
shortage.

Reports sought
Further, the Chief Engi-

neer and Superintending
Engineer of the KWA (Er-
nakulam) have been asked
to submit reports on the
steps taken in light of the
order within three weeks.

SHRC orders e�ective utilisation
of water reservoirs in city
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The main objective of the
Social Justice department is
to ensure freedom and a
self-su�cient life for the dif-
ferently abled, Higher Edu-
cation and Social Justice Mi-
nister R. Bindu has said.

The Minister was speak-
ing at the State-level inaug-

uration of the ‘Able Point’
unit, an initiative aimed at
providing employment for
the di�erently abled and
parents of children with au-
tism. The �rst ‘Able Point’
was opened near Gandhi
Park in Kakkanad.

‘Able Point’ will sell pro-
ducts made by the di�e-
rently abled. The plan is to
ensure a monthly salary of

not less than ₹15,000 for
the employees, according
to a communication. Go-
vernment agencies and
NGOs will be roped in to
provide training in custom-
er service, sales strategies,
product knowledge, and in-
ventory management.

E�orts are under way to
set up such centres at 100
locations.

‘Able Point’ unit to o�er
jobs for di�erently abled
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