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A
mid allegations by
the Left Democrat-
ic Front (LDF) of an

attempt to undermine
Samridhi@Kochi, a preli-
minary audit of the budget
eatery’s accounts initiated
by the United Democratic
Front (UDF)-led council
seems to have indicated
discrepancies.

Mayor V.K. Minimol
con�rmed as much,
though she refrained from
disclosing speci�cs citing
that the audit was yet to be
completed.

Since assuming charge
last year, the UDF council,
while acknowledging the
brand value and originality
of the Samridhi project,
has consistently accused
the previous administra-
tion of obfuscating its ac-
counts, leaving unclear
whether the venture has
been operating at a pro�t
or loss. The LDF, which
launched the initiative dur-
ing its tenure, has coun-
tered the allegation by
dubbing it as a deliberate
ploy to promote Indira
Canteen at the expense of
Samridhi.

“The preliminary audit
of Samridhi’s accounts has
pointed to discrepancies.

We will place the �nal au-
dited report before the
council for approval. It is
evident that Samridhi can-
not continue to operate the
way it is now. We will have
to devise an operating sys-
tem in line with the audi-
tors’ recommendations. At
the same time, we wish to
reiterate that there is no at-
tempt to sabotage Samrid-

hi, but rather to make it an
independent premium en-
tity,” Ms. Minimol said.

‘Not against auditing’
LDF Parliamentary Party
leader V.A. Sreejith main-
tained that the Opposition
was not against auditing
Samridhi’s accounts,
though he doubted the
project was running at a

loss given its corporate so-
cial responsibility (CSR)
backing. “Let them bring
the audited accounts be-
fore the council. But the
question remains, why
would the UDF open a can-
teen under Samridhi at its
headquarters before the
audit if it was so suspicious
of the project?” he asked.

Meanwhile, the pilot In-
dira Canteen is set to open
alongside the Corpora-
tion’s zonal o�ce at Edap-
pally, followed by another
at an old canteen buidling
in Mattancherry. 

The plan is to establish
canteens across zonal o�c-
es, serving three meals a
day at ₹10 each for break-
fast and dinner, and ₹30
for lunch. 

The Corporation has
earmarked ₹50 lakh for the
scheme, which, like Sam-
ridhi, will be funded
through CSR initiatives.

“Like the breakfast
scheme in schools, food
for Indira Canteen will be
sourced from Samridhi’s
central kitchen, thereby
adding to its revenue
stream. We also plan to ex-
pand the kitchen’s capaci-
ty to meet the increased
demand,” Ms. Minimol ad-
ded.

Preliminary audit �ags
discrepancies in
accounts of Samridhi 

People having lunch at the Kochi Coporation’s Samridhi restaurant.

FILE PHOTO

Mayor refrains from disclosing speci�cs citing that the audit is yet to be completed; 

Indira Canteen set to open alongside the Corporation’s zonal o�ce at Edappally
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Minister for Higher Educa-
tion R. Bindu will inaugu-
rate multiple projects at
Sree Sankaracharya Un-
iversity of Sanskrit (SSUS)
on Saturday.

They include a student
amenities centre, amphith-
eatre, and art gallery on
the main campus at Kala-
dy. 

The student amenities
centre was constructed at a
cost of ₹4.6 crore. The
centre has o�ce space,
cafeteria and recreational
facilities for students, ac-
cording to the varsity auth-
orities. 

The facility was set up
utilising the Plan fund.

The amphitheatre has
been designed to hold va-
rious art events, including
theatre and dance perfor-
mances. It was set up un-
der the corporate social
responsibility scheme of
Cochin International Air-
port Limited, they said.

The art gallery will be
open to students and facul-
ty members to display
their creative works. They
can hold art exhibitions at
the venue. 

The aim is to o�er a un-
ique art space for creative
minds, according to the
authorities. The Minister
will also inaugurate the
newly introduced integrat-
ed teacher education pro-
gramme on the occasion.
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Minister of State for Fish-
eries George Kurian has
urged researchers and the
business community to fo-
cus on the seaweed sector
for fully harnessing the
opportunities o�ered by
the blue economy.

The global seaweed
production has crossed 35
million tonnes, while In-
dia’s contribution remains
below 1%, highlighting the
vast untapped potential
for growth, he said in his
inaugural address at the
international seaweed
symposium held at the
Kerala University of Fish-
eries and Ocean Studies
(Kufos) here.

He noted that India’s
seaweed sector was grow-
ing at nearly 9% annually,
emphasising the impor-
tance of expansion in
farming, value addition,
and industrial participa-
tion. With around 97% of
global seaweed produc-
tion concentrated in Asia,
he underlined the need
for India to strengthen its
position in the emerging
marine bio-resource sec-
tor, according to a release.

Kufos Vice-Chancellor
A. Biju Kumar presided ov-
er the function.
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The Directorate of Enfor-
cement (ED), Kochi Zonal
O�ce, has �led prosecu-
tion complaints before the
Special Court for PMLA
Cases, Kavaratti in Laksh-
adweep, against four per-
sons in two separate cases
relating to the alleged ille-
gal hunting, possession,
and attempted trade of
protected sea cucumbers
in 2018 and 2020.

Both complaints were
�led under Sections 44
read with 45 of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act, 2002 (PMLA). 

The �rst case was regis-

tered against T.P. Mukbeel,
51, of Agatti in Lakshad-
weep, under the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, for
illegal hunting, posses-
sion, and attempted trade
of sea cucumbers, which
are Schedule-I species ac-
corded the highest level of
protection, equivalent to
�agship species such as tig-
ers. The Agatti police had
seized 52 dried sea cucum-
bers, weighing 8.42 kg,
from the terrace of the ac-
cused’s house on Novem-
ber 2, 2018. 

The specimens were
scienti�cally identi�ed by
the Zoological Survey of
India and the CMFRI as
protected species under

Schedule-I of the Act. Sea
cucumbers are highly va-
lued in international mar-
kets, particularly in East
and Southeast Asia, as a
delicacy and traditional
medicine product. Their il-
legal trade remains a se-
rious concern in Lakshad-
weep due to high demand
and black-market prices. 

In the second case, Sal-
manul Faris Theeku Kee-
lapura, Irfanudheen Uriyo-
da, and Ramesh Khan N.P.
alias Ramees Neliyampura
were booked in connec-
tion with the seizure of 219
sea cucumbers at the west-
ern lagoon of Suheli Cheri-
yakara Island on January
11, 2020. 
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