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Kozhikode South

WEATHERWATCH
�
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Friday: Hot and humid weather likely at isolated
places over Gujarat, Konkan & Goa and coastal Andhra Pradesh
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......32.7...... 18.5 Kozhikode ....................... —......34.8...... 25.5
Ahmedabad............. —......37.7...... 22.5 Kurnool ........................... —......39.1...... 22.4
Aizawl ...................... —......26.8...... 16.2 Lucknow.......................... —......32.4...... 17.4
Allahabad ................ —......32.6...... 15.6 Madurai ........................... —......37.0...... 23.1
Bengaluru................ —......33.5...... 19.5 Mangaluru....................... —......32.6...... 23.9
Bhopal ..................... —......34.6...... 15.0 Mumbai ........................... —......38.9...... 22.0
Bhubaneswar .......... —......36.4...... 21.6 Mysuru............................. —......33.2...... 16.8
Chandigarh.............. —......33.1...... 16.9 New Delhi........................ —......34.3...... 18.2
Chennai ................... —......37.2...... 22.7 Patna............................... —......31.8...... 20.0
Coimbatore ............. —......35.0...... 20.5 Port Blair ......................... —......32.0...... 23.1
Dehradun................. —......31.0...... 14.6 Puducherry ..................... —......33.0...... 22.8
Gangtok ................... —......21.8...... 12.4 Pune ................................ —......37.6...... 21.0
Goa........................... —......32.8...... 24.8 Raipur.............................. —......37.1...... 20.3
Guwahati ................. —......32.7...... 16.9 Ranchi ............................. —......30.4...... 15.0
Hubballi ................... —......36.0...... 18.0 Shillong ........................... —......21.8...... 11.2
Hyderabad............... —......36.5...... 19.7 Shimla ............................. —......28.0...... 16.4
Imphal ..................... —......30.1...... 11.8 Srinagar........................... —......24.7........ 5.4
Jaipur ...................... —......35.8...... 20.2 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......33.9...... 23.5
Kochi........................ —......30.8...... 25.4 Tiruchi ............................. —......35.9...... 23.0
Kohima .................... —......22.3...... 10.5 Vijayawada...................... —......37.6...... 21.8
Kolkata .................... —......33.2...... 19.9 Visakhapatnam................ —......32.3...... 23.1
(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday
CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Byasanagar,
Odisha recorded an
overall air quality index
(AQI) score of 302
indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Bhilai,
Chhattisgarh recorded a
healthy AQI score of 29

Ahmedabad ..... .15 ..51 22 ..... 56 ...101 ......*
Bengaluru ........ ...5 ..21 38 ... 185 ...182 ......*
Chennai............ ...4 ..21 .— ..... 67 ...122 ......*
Delhi ................. .47 ..20 49 ... 156 ...240 ......*
Hyderabad ....... .19 ..16 43 ..... 74 ...103 ......*
Kolkata............. ...3 ..28 48 ... 161 ...129 ......*
Lucknow........... ...5 ..36 47 ... 176 ...148 ......*
Mumbai ............ .95 ..89 .— ..... 97 ...104 ......*
Pune ................. ..— 120 42 ... 149 ...136 ......*
Visakhapatnam .26 ..81 17 ..... 99 ...134 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing diff�icult. It
can aff�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

Aswathy V. Nair, daughter
of late writer M.T. Vasude-
van Nair, has fi�led a crimi-
nal defamation case
against authors Deedi Da-
modaran, Echmukutty and
publisher A.V. Sreekumar.

Earlier, Ms. Aswathy
and her stepsister Sitara
Girme had demanded the
book, Empty Space: Bash-
peekruthayude Aaram Vi-
ral, jointly written by Dee-
di Damodaran and
Echmukutty and pu-
blished by Sreekumar, be
withdrawn, as it contained
defamatory material about
M.T.

Through the book the
authors had alleged that
M.T. had ill-treated his fi�rst
wife the late Pramila Nair.
Ms. Sitara and Ms. Aswathy
through a joint post on so-
cial media had written that
the book did not conform
to facts. They had said that
the book, published 26
years after Pramila’s death
and a year after M.T.’s
death, was part of a foul at-
tempt to achieve defama-
tion and character assassi-
nation of their father and
their families, and to create
a controversy and help
with book sales.

In the complaint, fi�led
through advocate M.S. Saji,
Ms. Aswathy said that
through defamatory and
insulting statements, the
authors and the publisher
of the book caused im-
mense damage to her fami-
ly and they succeeded in
their intention to a great
extent.

MT’s daughter
fi�les criminal
defamation
case against
three persons
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A ndhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Nai-

du introduced the Draft
Population Management
Policy, whose objective is
to raise the Total Fertility
Rate (TFR) from 1.5 to an
optimal level of 2.1, in the
Assembly on Thursday,
thereby reversing the de-
clining fertility rate and
prepare the State for an
ageing society by 2047.

To encourage parents to
have a third child, he pro-
posed an incentive of
₹�25,000, noting that inac-
tion at this stage would
cause a lot of problems like
in Japan, Italy and South
Korea with 1.2, 1.2 and 0.7
TFRs they were facing. The

new policy had been tar-
geted to be implemented
from April 1, 2026.

“Andhra Pradesh is now
mirroring Tamil Nadu (TFR
of 1.4) and Kerala (1.6). We
are no longer a high fertili-
ty State. The situation re-
quires an entirely new pol-
icy playbook,” Mr. Naidu.

Making a statement on
the policy, the Chief Minis-
ter observed that the

State’s TFR was well below
the replacement level of
2.1, and if the trend conti-
nued, nearly 23% of the
population would be elder-
ly. If the falling TFR was
not stopped, the State
would have a shrinking
workforce and it would
cripple the economy, he
observed.

The State, therefore, set
the goal to stabilise the

TFR at 2.1 and nearly dou-
ble women’s participation
in labour force to boost the
Gross State Domestic Pro-
duct by 15%.

Mr. Naidu said, as part
of the eff�orts to increase
the TFR, the government
would give a “Poshana -
Shiksha - Suraksha” pack-
age for the families having
a third child, under which
the incentive would be
paid at the time of delivery
and ₹�1,000 monthly assis-
tance for fi�ve years and
free education to the child
up to age 18.

He stated that as on date
about 58% of the families
(three lakh) had only one
child, around 2.17 lakh fa-
milies had two children,
and nearly 62 lakh families
had three or more chil-
dren.

A.P. introduces incentives for
families to have 3 children
The policy aims at raising TFR from 1.5 to 2.1; ₹�25,000 to be given at time of delivery, and ₹�1,000
monthly assistance for fi�ve years and free education till age 18; policy will come to eff�ect on April 1

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah will present Karna-
taka’s Budget for 2026–27
in the Legislative Assembly
on Friday at 10.15 a.m., and
it is likely to provide thrust
on welfare schemes and in-
frastructure development
in Bengaluru as well as
backward regions.

Like last year’s Budget,
the 2026–27 Budget is ex-
pected to project a revenue
defi�cit, as the State is un-
likely to achieve the reve-

nue targets set for 2025–26
owing to various factors.
The size of the Budget is ex-
pected to touch ₹�4.20 lakh
crore.

The 14-day session of
the legislature will con-
clude on March 27.

This will be Mr. Siddara-
maiah’s 17th Budget, and it
is expected to highlight ge-
opolitical tensions and crit-
icise the BJP-led NDA go-
vernment’s policies,
particularly the alleged dis-
crimination in the devolu-
tion of funds, the scrap-
ping or dilution of the

MGNREGA, and the loss of
revenue to the State follow-
ing the rationalisation of
GST by the Centre.

Regional imbalances
The Budget is expected to
refer to the M. Govinda
Rao Committee report on
regional imbalances in the
State and promise funds
for the development of
backward taluks. The re-
port has identifi�ed 172 ta-
luks as backward, with the
highest concentration in
the Kalaburagi division
(42%).

The Chief Minister is
likely to announce policy
measures for recruitment
in the government sector
following protests by un-
employed youth in
Dharwad.

As the ruling Congress
appears to be virtually di-
vided over the issue of a
possible change of Chief
Minister, the Budget ses-
sion is expected to provide
a platform for both camps
— Mr. Siddaramaiah’s and
his deputy D.K. Shivaku-
mar — to work out their res-
pective political strategies. 

Karnataka CM to present Budget today 
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About a fortnight after
former Minister Antony
Raju approached the Kera-
la High Court seeking a
stay on his conviction by a
trial court in a case in
which he has been charged
with tampering with evi-
dence kept in court custo-
dy to benefi�t an Australian
national arrested for alleg-
edly possessing drugs, the
SHO of the Vanchiyoor pol-
ice station in Thiruvanan-
thapuram submitted an af-
fi�davit before the court that
granting such relief in the
absence of exceptional cir-
cumstances will dilute the
fi�nding of guilt recorded by
the trial court.

This will also under-
mine public confi�dence in
the criminal justice system.
While serving as a defence
lawyer, the petitioner con-
spired with court staff� to
tamper with a material ob-
ject (an underwear worn
by the foreign national)
kept in the custody of the
trial court. He was subse-
quently convicted for se-
rious off�ences, including
criminal conspiracy and
destruction and fabrica-
tion of evidence.

The Supreme Court has
clearly held that suspen-
sion of conviction should
not be granted routinely
and must be restricted to
rare cases, where failure to
do so would result in irre-
versible injustice.

Further, the mere inten-
tion or desire of the peti-
tioner to contest an elec-
tion cannot be treated as
an exceptional circum-
stance, the affi�davit said.

Antony Raju
case: SHO
opposes stay
on conviction
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