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Firing at
American
consulate
in Toronto

Toronto: Canadian police are
investigating reports that the
US consulate in downtown To-
ronto was hit by gunfire early
on Tuesday morning.

No injuries have been re-
ported.

Toronto police said on
Tuesday they responded to re-
ports at around 5.30am (local
time) that someone shot a gun
at the US consulate.

In a post on social media,
police said they were at the
scene near University Avenue
and Queen Street West.

“Evidence of a firearm
discharge has been located,”
police said in the post.

No suspect information
has been released.

Canada is increasing se-
curity around US and Israe-
li embassies and consulate
buildings in Toronto and Ot-
tawa after a shooting incident
at the US consulate in Toronto,
a Canadian police official said
on Tuesday. Royal Canadian
Mounted Police chief superin-
tendent Chris Leather said the
consulate shooting is being
investigated as a “national se-
curity incident”.

“The shooting that took
place at the US consulate early
this morning is an absolutely
unacceptable act of violence
and intimidation aimed at our
American friends and neigh-
bours,” Ontario premier Doug
Ford said in a statement.

AP and Reuters

Key testifier
in Watergate
scandal dies

Washington: Alexander But-
terfield, the White House aide
who disclosed Richard Nixon’s
secret audio taping system,
providing the “smoking gun”
of the Watergate scandal that
brought down the President,
has died at age 99.

The death of Butterfield,
whose revelation about the lis-
tening devices and recording
system set off a roaring legal
battle over the President’s
right of executive privilege,
was confirmed by his wife Kim
to The Washington Post and
the New York Times.

He was one of the few in
the White House who knew
about the recording system.

Reuters

Soaring gas price tests loyalty to Trump

De Soto, Iowa: Standing
alongside his son’s Ford pick-
up truck at a central Iowa gas
station off Interstate 80, Fran-
cisco Castillo was not happy.

He had voted for President
Donald Trump in the last elec-
tion. He believed Trump had
strengthened the economy in
his first term, and he wanted
more of that.

“I thought that he was
going to bring some of those
things back,” said Castillo, a
43-year-old factory worker.
And now? “He said he was
going to bring gas down, but
the war in Iran is now making
everything worse.”

It seems a country divided
on so many fronts is finding
common ground in pain at the
pump, where the cost of the
Iran war is hitting Americans
squarely in the wallet and ag-
gravating people across the
political spectrum.

For Castillo and many
others filling their tanks on
Monday at gas stations in
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Flor-
ida, North Carolina and Iowa,

it was a reminder that politi-
cians’ promises aren’t going to
pay the bills.

“They do what benefits
them,” Castillo said. “I have to
go to work every day, no mat-
ter what.”

Some are optimistic that
the sticker shock will be short-
lived. Others blame corporate
interests rather than the Pres-
ident.

The national average
gas price was $3.48 a gallon
on Monday, up from $2.90 a
month ago, before the war, ac-
cording to tracking by AAA.

The higher prices are a
reminder of how Trump has
veered from his campaign
promises. Not only were
Americans embroiled in a new
war overseas, but they were
also paying for it every time
they filled up their tanks.

Trump insisted the conflict
was worth it. “We’re putting
an end to all of this threat once
and for all, and the result will
be lower oil prices, oil and gas
prices for American families,”
he said at a news conference

A gas station in Portland,
Oregon. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

on Monday.

Robert Coon from Omaha,
Nebraska, filled up on his way
to Ames, Iowa. Though not
a Trump voter, he believed
the strikes in Iran needed to
happen. Even so, he fears US
involvement is not going to go
the way he wants, which is “in,
out, over”.

A Quinnipiac poll conduct-
ed over the weekend found
about half of registered voters
oppose the US military action
against Iran, while about 4 in
10 support it. The vast major-
ity of Democrats were against
it (89 per cent), the vast ma-
jority of Republicans for it (85

per cent) and Independents
against it (60 per cent). Over-
all, three-quarters were con-
cerned about the war raising
gas and oil prices.

For now, surging prices
aren’t keeping Ray Albre-
cht from hauling his 32-foot
camper on his Silverado pick-
up truck around the coun-
try. However, he said he would
stop travelling if the price
reached $5 a gallon since he
only gets 8 miles per gallon
with his truck and camper.

“T’ve been pretty grateful
that the gas prices have been
really reasonable at least until
the last week,” said Albrecht,
67, who identified as an Inde-
pendent voter.

Atthe same gas station, Re-
publican-leaning Tyler Nep-
ple, 23, said the price of gas
for his Toyota Tacoma might
shape his vote in the mid-term
elections this fall, but won’t
change his driving habits.

G7 prods IEA

Energy ministers from
the G7 group of countries

stopped short of deciding on
the release of strategic oil re-
serves in a call on Tuesday
and instead asked the Inter-
national Energy Agency (IEA)
to assess the situation before
acting.

‘Iran different’

Defence secretary Pete Heg-
seth said Tuesday would be
the most “intense” day of the
air war in Iran, with more
fighters, bombers and other
aircraft taking part in the at-
tack. He took pains to try to as-
sure Americans that bombing
Iran was different from bomb-
ing Iraq or Afghanistan. “You
see, this is not 2003, this is not
endless nation-building under
those types of quagmires we
saw under Bush or Obama, it’s
not even close,” he said.

Price assurance

White House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt claimed on
Tuesday that once the war ef-
fort ended, oil and gas prices
would drop rapidly, probably
settling at levels below those

before the conflict. She said
Trump would take whatev-
er measures were necessary
to keep the Strait of Hormuz
open. Leavitt claimed Iran’s
navy had been decimated and
rendered “combat-ineffec-
tive”, adding that the coun-
try’s missile production infra-
structure would now be taken
down.

She said the war would end
once America’s military goals
are achieved and Iran makes
an unconditional surrender.

Leavitt said the US Navy
had not escorted an American
vessel through the Strait of
Hormuz, asked about the en-
ergy secretary’s now-deleted
post making such a claim.

Israel pounds Beirut

Israel’s military pounded the
Lebanese capital’s southern
suburbs with air strikes on
Tuesday and its troops pushed
deeper into the country’s
south, as an Israeli envoy said
the key to ending the war was
disarming the Lebanese mili-
tant group Hezbollah.

Two hours before the
strikes on Beirut’s south-
ern suburbs, an Israe-
1li military spokesperson
ordered residents to leave im-
mediately, specifying three
new districts that should be
evacuated. A member of the
municipal council said fam-
ilies were fleeing, adding to
the nearly 700,000 people that
Lebanese authorities say have
already been displaced by the
war.

Four Iranian diplomats
were killed in Lebanon on
Sunday in an Israeli attack,
Iranian state media said
on Tuesday, citing Iran’s
UN ambassador Amir Saeid
Iravani.

Turkey uses Patriot

Turkey said on Tuesday
that a US Patriot air defence
system was deployed to its
southeast, near a Nato
radar base, as part of steps
by the alliance to boost air
defences in the face of missile
threats.

Agencies and New York Times News Service

War worsens Iran’s water crisis

LISA FRIEDMAN

Washington: The war in Iran
has exposed the country’s
water woes, which had been
pushed to the brink by climate
change, excessive agricultural
use and decades of misman-
agement.

Iranian foreign minister
Abbas Araghchi on Saturday
accused the US of bombing a
desalination plant on Qeshm
Island, affecting the water sup-
ply for 30 villages. The US gov-
ernment has denied responsi-
bility for the attack.

The incident — and
Iran’s subsequent bombing of
a desalination plant in Bah-
rain — has sparked fears that
the US-Israeli war with Iran
could lead to broader assaults
on critical water infrastruc-
ture in the Gulf, threatening
supplies for millions.

But Iran was already fac-
ing a critical water shortage
before the conflict.

“They’re still in a state of
crisis,” said Eric Lob, an asso-
ciate professor of politics and
international relations at Flor-
ida International University.
“There’s still water scarcity is-
sues and power outages, and if
anything, now the regime can
blame conflict.”

Black rain

Soon after dark plumes of
smoke began settling over

Smoke rises after a strike on Shahran fuel tanks in Tehran
on Sunday. (Majid Asgaripour/Wana via Reuters)

Tehran early on Sunday
morning, residents noticed a
bizarre phenomenon: black
rain. Some also reported a
thick, oily film covering their
cars and roofs like paint.

Then the migraines, dizzi-
ness and coughing set in.

Health experts were not
surprised. Iranian fuel depots
had just been hit as American
and Israeli forces intensified
their campaign against the
Iranian government.

Only a day after the strikes
in Tehran, the health effects
were being been felt miles
from the depots. One resi-
dent told The New York Times
that she had awoke to a pitch-

black sky and gone outside.
When she got back home, her
face was itchy and covered in
“black dots”, she said.

After just 15 minutes in a
car, another Tehran resident
developed burning eyes and
airway congestion. “It almost
feels like tear gas in the air,”
she said. “The war has entered
our throats.”

Burning oil releases enor-
mous quantities of carbon
dioxide, according to Marsha
Wills-Karp, a researcher at
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health who
focuses on environmental de-
terminants of disease. That
gas quickly displaces oxygen,

which is why people near the
site of a burn often show early
signs of suffocation. The heart
rate increases, breathing
speeds up, and people may ex-
perience headaches, dizziness,
and the strong sensation that
they cannot get enough air.

The dark debris raining
from the sky was composed
of fine particles known as
PM2.5, experts said, including
black carbon, which gives the
pollutant its colour. Various
other toxins were released as
well: carcinogenic compounds
called polycyclic aromatic hy-
drocarbons; gases like sulfur
dioxide and nitrogen oxides;
heavy metals like lead, arse-
nic and mercury, all of which
are among the World Health
Organisation’s top 10 chemi-
cals of public health concern.

After the drops have fallen,
a host of dangerous chemicals
remain suspended in the air,
Dr Levy said, many of them
linked to heart and lung dis-
ease, cancers, and cognitive
issues like neurodevelopmen-
tal disorders and Alzheimer’s
disease.

The World Health Organ-
isation warned on Tuesday
that the “black rain” and toxic
compounds in the air in Iran
could cause respiratory prob-
lems, and it backed Iran’s advi-
sory urging people to remain
indoors.

New York Times News Service and Reuters
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ASSET RECOVERY MANAGEMENT BRANCH, DURGAPUH,
City Centre, Red Cross Road, Durgapur-713216, Paschim Bardhaman, W.B., e-mail : cs8222@pnb.bank.in
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SALE NOTICE,

E-AUCTION DATED:

27.03.2026

the respective properties.,

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
LAST DATE & TIME OF SUBMISSION OF EMD (Earnest Money Deposit) AND DOCUMENTS: 27.03.2026 UP TO 2.00 PM
Sale ol immovable property morigaged to Bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Acl, 2002 (No.54 of 2002)
E-Auction Sale Notice lor Sale of Inmovable Assels under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Entorcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule B(6) and 9(1) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (S) and Guarantor (3) that the below described immaovable property mortgaged charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical/
symbaolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditar, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on the date as mentioned in the table
herein balaw, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective bomrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below againsi

[The Said Properties are under Constructive Possession/ Physical possession of the Secured Creditor]

741222

Nadia, PIN - 741222
TERMS AND CONDITIONS

(2 QS X

Bhawan, P.0. & P.5. - Chakdah, DisL. - Nadia, PIN - 741222

Mr. Lakshman Chandra Ghosh (Borrower, Morigagor & Proprietor of M/S
Krishi Traders), 5/0 Late Raghunath Ghosh, Chakdah - Bongaon Road,
Lalpur, Raghunath Bhawan, P.D. & P.S. - Chakdah, Dist. - Nadia, PIN -

Mr. Lakshman Chandra Ghosh (Legal Heir ol Late Sikha Rani Ghosh -
Guarantor & Morlgagor ol M/S Krishi Traders) S/0 Late Raghunath Ghosh,
Chakdah - Bongaon Road, Lalpur, Raghunath Bhawan, P.0. & P.§. -
Chakdah, Dist. - Nadia, PN - 741222

Mr. Shantanu Ghosh (Guarantor & Mortgagor of M/S Krishi Traders), 5/o
Mr. Lakshman Chandra Ghosh, Chakdah - Bongaon Road, Lalpur,
Raghunath Bhawan, P,0. & P.5. - Chakdah, Disl. - Nadia, PIN - 741222
Mr. Shanlanu Ghosh (Legal Heir of Late Sikha Rani Ghosh - Guarantor &
Mortgagor of M/S Krishi Traders) 5/o Mr. Lakshman Chandra Ghosh,
Chakdah - Bongaon Road, Lalpur, Raghunath Bhawan, P.0. & P.§. -
Chakdah, Dist. - Nadia, PIN - 741222

Mrs. Shaswali Ghosh Deb (Legal Heir of Late Sikha Rani Ghosh -
Guarantor & Mortgagor ol M/S Krishi Traders), W/o Mr. Gapal Deb, Vill. -
Ranjanpally (Near Dr. Ranjan Roy's House) P.0. & P.5. - Chakdah, DisL. -

Mo. 2449, 2884, 2588, R.5. Dag No. 528, & L.R.
Dag Mo. 1610, area of land - 15.50 decimals,
nature of land - Bari/Commercial, recorded in
Deed Nos. (1) | - DO361 / 1982, (2) | - 06123 /
1985, (3) | - 06376 / 1985, all three deeds in the
name of Sri Lakshman Chandra Ghaosh, (4) | -
06377 / 1985, (5) | - 06121 / 1985, in the name
of Sri Shantanu Ghosh & (6) | - 06122 / 1985,
(7)1 - 06375 / 1985 in the name ol Late Sikha
Rani Ghosh (Since Deceased) and represented
now by her legal heirs - Sri Lakshman Chandra
Ghosh, Sri Shantanu Ghosh & Smi. Shaswati
Ghosh Deb and all the above deeds were
registered before the A.D.5.R. - Chakdah, Nadia.
Butted and bounded by: North - Land of Pahitra
Kundu and others, South - Chakdah-Bongaon
Road, East - Building of Sadhan Sanyal namely
Milmoni Milay, West - Commercial building
Mayer Ashirbad.

***Possession Physical***

A) Date of Demand Details of the
5L Accounl Description of the Immovable Properties Nolice u/s 13 (2) L H’E"’S:nhm Dale & Time encumbrances
No Name & Address of the Morigaged, Dwner's Name (Morigagers of B) Date of Possession C) Bid Increase of E-Auction known to ihe

Borrowers | Guarantors property(ies) & Possession C) Ouistanding as on Amt (in Rs.) secured
fhe date of 13(2} | - credifors
1 |BO: 022120-CHAKDAH All thal piece and parcel of land and three A) 10.07.2023 A) Rs. 7,28,00,000,00 | 27,03.2026 | Mol known fo
Account: KRISHI TRADERS storied building situated at Ranjanpally, known B) 22.09.2023 B) Rs. 72,60,000.00 Bank at
Borrower/Co-Borrower/s/Guarantor/Pariner: #s “Raghunath Bhawar”, P.0. & P.5. - Chakdah,| C) Rs. 7,20,91,533.39 C) Rs. 50,000.00. Fram 11.00 present.
M/ Krishi Traders (Borrawer) Prop - Mr. Lakshman Chandra Ghosh, 5/0|under Tatla Il Gram Panchayat, Disl. - Madia,| (Rupees Seven Crore AM to 04.00
Lale Raghunath Ghosh, Chakdah - Bongaon Road, Lalpur, Raghunath|Mouza - Lalpur, J.L. No. 20, A.S. & L.R. Khatian | Twenty Lakh Ninety-One PM.

Thousand Five Hundred
Thirty-Three and Paisa
Thirty-Nine) as
mentioned in the
previous notice.

The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed inthe Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions,
1. Theproperties are being sold on 'AS IS WHERE IS BASIS and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS™ and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS"

2. Theparticulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorized Officer, but the Authorized Officer shall not be answerable for any
error, misstatement, ar omission in this proclamation.
The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website hitps://www.baanknel.com on 27.03.2026 from 11.00 AM to 4.00 PM.
For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to website: www.baanknet.com.
For any queries regarding the terms and conditions of the sale, the interested bidders may contact Mr. Ashok Kumar (Chief Manager- Authorised Officer) Mob: 9102405790,

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE B (6) & RULE 9 (1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST ENFORCEMENT AMENDMENT RULES, 2002.

Date: 11.03.2026

Place: Durgapur

Mr. Ashok Kumar, Chief Manager

AUTHORISED OFFICER, PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK
STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE B8(6) READ WITH 92(1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

Snubbed Putin
soldiers o

Moscow: Russian President
Vladimir Putin has offered
different options to mediate in
the Iran conflict and these pro-
posals are still on the table, the
Kremlin said on Tuesday.

“From the very beginning
of this situation, even before
the military phase began,
President Putin has proposed
various options for our media-
tion and good offices that could
help reduce tensions. Many of
these proposals are still on the
table,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters.

“Russia is ready to assist
to the best of its ability and
will be happy to do so, but you
know that this requires multi-
ple understandings and multi-
ple agreements, so we’ll have
to be a little patient.”

Peskov was speaking a day
after Putin spoke by phone to
US President Donald Trump
and, according to the Krem-
lin, shared proposals aimed at
ending the war in Iran quickly.

Peskov declined to elabo-
rate on the content of the pro-
posals.

Trump, for his part, told re-
porters on Monday that Putin
“wants to be helpful” with the
Iran conflict, but he said he
told the Kremlin leader: “You
could be more helpful by get-

r s

Vladimir Putin and
Donald Trump. File picture

ting the Ukraine-Russia war
over with.”

Russia, which has a stra-
tegic partnership treaty with
Iran, has condemned the
war that the US and Israel
launched against the Islamic
Republic on February 28. As a
major energy exporter, it has,
however, benefited from the
resulting boost to oil prices

Trump’s envoy Steve Wit-
koff said at the weekend he
had asked Russia not to supply
intelligence to Iran, after the
Washington Post said Moscow
was providing Tehran with
targeting data to help it attack
US forces in West Asia.

Peskov said Russia was not
commenting on such reports,
and declined to say if the issue
had come up during the Pu-
tin-Trump call. Reuters

» FROM PAGE 1

Ali Larijani, Iran’s top nation-
al security official, responded
by warning Trump that he
should “take care of yourself,
sothat you are not eliminated”.

In a social media post, Lar-
ijani added: “Iran is not afraid
of your pointless threats.”

In an interview with Fox
News, Trump said he was “not
happy” with Iran’s choice of
leader. “I don’t believe he can
live in peace,” he said, refer-
ring to the new ayatollah, Mo-
jtaba Khamenei..

Iranian officials insisted
they had no intention of end-
ing the conflict, with Iran’s
Speaker of Parliament, Mo-
hammad Bagher Ghalibaf, say-
ing in a social media post that
the country was “absolutely”
not seeking a ceasefire. Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
of Israel said that he hoped the
Iranian people would oust the
Islamic Republic and that “ul-
timately, it is up to them” on
when the war would end.

The comments indicated
that the main parties in the
war were sticking to their posi-
tions, with no talk of diplomat-
ic efforts to end a conflict that
has killed over 1,000 people
and that has seriously disrupt-
ed global energy markets.

Fighting has slowed ship
traffic in the Strait of Hormuz,
the conduit for about one-fifth
of the world’s oil. Warships
from Pakistan, which heav-
ily relies on energy imports
from the Gulf, were escorting
merchant vessels on Tuesday
to ensure its access to energy
supplies.

Vance ‘different’

Trump said his Vice-Presi-
dent, J.D. Vance, was “philo-
sophically a little bit different
than me” at the outset of the
war in Iran even as he dis-
missed the notion of a disa-
greement between the two.

A

Mixed sinal

&8 5 )
Rescuers work in the rubble
of aresidential building in
Tehran on Monday. (Iranian
Red Crescent Society/Handout
via Reuters)

Speaking to reporters on
Monday at his golf club in
Doral, Florida, the President
said Vance was “maybe less
enthusiastic about going”
but insisted that his decision
to launch airstrikes in Iran
alongside Israel was neces-
sary.

“I felt it was something
we had to do,” Trump said. “I
didn’t feel we had a choice.”

If Vance has the reser-
vations Trump hinted at on
Monday, he has been publicly
supportive of the President
since the strikes began. In
a Fox News interview with
Jesse Watters, Vance rejected
comparisons of the Iran oper-
ation to earlier wars, including
those in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“If you think back to Af-
ghanistan, 20 years of mission
creep, 20 years (of) not having
a clear objective and 20 years
(of) the United States trying
to bring liberal democracy to
Afghanistan,” Vance said at
the time. “Iraq was a little bit
shorter, but we were still in
that country for nearly a dec-
ade with no clear mission, no
clear definition.”

“What’s so different about
this, Jesse,” Vance added, “is
that the president has clearly
defined what he wants to ac-
complish.”

New York Times News Service and AP

Pak sends
navy to
guard ships
in West Asia

Islamabad/Rawalpindi:
Schools closed until the end of
March. A four-day workweek
for the next two months. War-
ships escorting commercial
vessels.

Pakistan, a South Asian
nation of 250 million people
and Iran’s neighbour, has been
striving to remain neutral in
the West Asia conflict. But with
its economy, heavily reliant on
oil imports, under threat from
the choking of tanker traffic
in the Persian Gulf, Pakistan’s
government and military have
been forced to act.

The Pakistani navy said
on Monday that its warships
would escort the country’s
commercial vessels in West
Asia “to ensure the uninter-
rupted flow of national energy
supplies”. It said two vessels
from Pakistan’s national ship-
ping company were already
under navy escort, posting
images on social media of a
warship sailing next to a crude
oil tanker.

The navy did not say
which route the tankers were
sailing, and did not say which
countries posed the “multidi-
mensional threats” to shipping.

Pakistan imports most of
its natural gas from Qatar and
crude oil from Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates.
All of this is brought over sea,
but shipping companies have
stopped energy transports
from those countries because
of security risks, especially
alongthe narrow Strait of Hor-
muz, through which around a
fifth of the world’s oil transits.

New York Times News Service

US war bill:
$5.6 billion
in first
two days

Washington: US President
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion said it used $5.6 billion
in munitions during the first
two days of strikes against
Iran in a report provided
to US congressional com-
mittees, a source familiar
with the information said on
Tuesday.

Members of Congress, who
may soon have to approve ad-
ditional funding for the war,
have expressed concern that
the conflict will deplete US
military stocks at a time when
the defence industry was al-
ready struggling to keep up
with demand. Trump met ex-
ecutives from seven defence
contractors on Friday as the
Pentagon worked to replenish
supplies.

The administration has
not provided a public assess-
ment of the cost of the conflict
it launched on February 28
along with ally Israel.

Several congressional
aides have said they expect the
White House to soon submit
a request to Congress for ad-
ditional funding for the war.
Some officials have said the re-
quest could be for $50 billion,
but others have said that esti-
mate seems low.

Reuters
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