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The shops gutted in the
fire at Dudhia, Kurseong
subdivision, on Thursday

Shops go up
in flames
at Dudhia,
Balurghat

‘OUR BUREAU

Siliguri/Raiganj: Five shops
‘were gutted in fires at the Kur-
seong subdivision of Darjeel-
ing and in Balurghat town in
the early on Thursday.

Restdents of Dudhia in the
Kurseong subdivision, approx-
imately 30km from Sihgurl,
spotted flames at a market
around 4am.

The villagers rushed to
douse the blaze after infol
the fire department. Two fire
tenders from the

Cops attacked during tribal march in Siliguri

Police & adlva5|s clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Siliguri: Police used water
cannon, teargas and batons
to disperse 1,000 people who
were marching to Uttarkan-
ya, the branch secretariat of
north Bengal, here on Thurs-
day, when they attempted to
breach barricades and pelted
the law enforcers with stones
and bottles.

A tribal outfit called
Janajati Suraksha Mancha
organised the march. Sikha
Chatterjee, the BJP MLA of
Dabgram-Fulbari, was part
of the procession which
was held to protest the as-
sault on a pregnant tribal
woman at Jhamaklal Jote in
the Phansidewa Assembly
constituency of Darjeeling
district over a land dispute
in December.

According to them, the
woman sustaimed severe inju-
ries in the attack and subse-
quently lost her child. Thepro-
testers demanded immediate
arrests of the culprits, exem-
plary punishment for the ac-
cused, and financial

Matigara fire re dis-
patched and extinguished the
blaze after nearly two hours.

1on for the victim's
family.

Around 3pm, the rally
started from Jalpal More and
proceeded towards Uttarkan-
ya. A large police contingent
from the Siligurt Metropolitan
Police, led by senior officers,
was deploved at Tinbattl More
toprevent themarchers.

Police use the water cannon to disperse the agitators in Slhgurl on Thursday.

Pictures by Passang Yolmo

The agitators and the police at Tinbatti More
in Siliguri on Thursday

Ing provocative statements.
We condemn 1t and demand
steps against these leaders as
the elections are ahead, and
these people are conspiring
as they lack proper issues,”
Deb said.

Last week, Bista visited the
victim's family in Phansidewa
and condemned the assault.

On Thursday, the MP as
well as Chattejee, the Dab-
gram-Fulbart MLA, con-
demned the lathi-charge.

“A tribal woman was as-
saulted, and her baby did not
survive. But when the tribal

Steel bridge restores
road to Lachen

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Siliguri: Union minister of
state for defence Sanjay Seth
on Thursday inaugurated the
newly constructed Taram Chu
steel bridge, thus formally re-
storing vital connectivity on
the Chungthang-Lachen road
in north Sikkim.

Road connectivity to
Lachen, a prominent tourist
destination in SIKKim, was
snapped in October 2023 due
to a glaclal lake outburst flood
(GLOF) that wreaked havoc in
thestate.

Seth landed at the helipad
in Chatten and went to the site
nearby. Seth apart, Samdup Lep-
cha, the state minister for social
welfare and the Lachen-Man-
gan MLA, officials of the army,
the Border Roads Organisation
(BRO) and the General Reserve
Engineering Force (GREF) were
Dresentat the event.

The MoS unveiled the
plague and formally Inau-
gurated the steel suspension
bridge. Priests performed tra-
ditional religlous rituals.

In his address, Seth lauded
the efforts of the BRO and the
GREF for completing the pro-
Jject within a short timeframe
despite the challenging terrain

Minister of state for defence Sanjay Seth (ina military green
Jjackef) and others on the newly constructed Taram Chu steel
bridge on Thursday. Picture courtesy: Sikkim government

“The bridge would notonly
restore normalcy for residents
of Lachen and surrounding
areas but also enhance stra-
tegic mobility in this sensitive
‘border region,” he said.

Minister Lepcha, who
spoke at the event, highlight-
ed the hardships faced by res-
idents of Lachen and nearby
areas after the GLOF and
othernatural calamities.

Sources sald that the
newly constructed 400-foot-
long Balley suspension steel
bridge over Taram Chu and
the restored 28-kilometre-long
Chunthanh-Lachen Road
marked a major milestone in
postiisaster recovery efforts.

“The restoration re-es-

blishes a cructal lifeline

He also expressed gratitude to
the Sikkim chief minister and
the state government for their
support and coordination.

between Chungthang and
Lachen, ensuring smooth
civilian and tourist move-
ment, uninterrupted supply

of essentlal commoditles, en-
hanced disaster response ca-
pability and strengthened na-
tional security logistics,” sald
a BRO source.

Those assoclated with the
tourism industry welcomed
the development. After the
GLOF, tourist movement
stopped in north Sikkim due to
extensive damage.

Eventually, tourist hotspot
Lachung was opened to VIstors,
but Lachen remained closed
‘with noroad connectivity.

“It1s good that connectivity
to Lachen was finally restored
today with the opening of the
new bridge. We hope that in
due course, tourists will be al-
lowed to visit Lachen and the
Gurudongmar Lake (beyond
Lachen),” satd Samrat Sanyal,
general secretary, the Himala-
yan Hospitality and Tourism
Development Network.
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