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Tra�c restrictions will be
in place in the city from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Wednes-
day in view of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s visit,
the Kochi City police said
on Tuesday.

Restrictions will be im-
posed in Naval Base, Thev-
ara, MG Road, Atlantis, Ra-
vipuram, Pallimukku, Jos
Jn, BTH Road, Park Avenue
Road, Shanmukham Road,
Marine Drive, High Court
Jn, Banerjee Road, Kache-
rypady, Kaloor and Pala-
rivattom, as well as the
stretch between Cheranal-
loor and Vyttila on NH-66
and between Muttom and
Edappally on NH-544. Use
of drones will also be res-
tricted in these areas.

The Ernakulam Rural
police have announced
tra�c curbs in the stretch
between Nedumbassery
and Muttom from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

Heavy vehicles and
goods vehicles coming to-
wards Aluva from Anga-
maly should take the Anga-
maly–Kalady MC Road
route.

From 1 p.m., vehicles
will not be allowed to en-
ter the highway from side
roads or service roads.

Passengers travelling by
the Kochi Metro will face
restrictions on services
between Aluva and Mut-
tom from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Vehicles coming to the
airport from Ernakulam
should travel via the Sea-
port–Airport Road, turn at
the Medical College Road,
reach Kalady, and proceed
to the airport.

Vehicles coming to the
airport from Angamaly
should turn from the MC
Road to Nayathode and
proceed to the airport.

Parking of vehicles will
not be allowed on the road
or roadside between Mut-
tom and Nedumbassery,
the police said.

Tra�c restrictions 
in Kochi in view of
Prime Minister’s visit 
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If all goes well, the aston-
ishing collection of over
25,000 drawings by child
prodigy Edmond Thomas
Clint, who passed away at
the tender age of six, will �-
nally �nd a permanent
home in a state-of-the-art
international centre.

The Greater Cochin De-
velopment Authority
(GCDA) has drawn up a ₹15-
crore project to establish
the Clint International
Centre for Children on its
land in Kakkanad, based
on a design by Kochi-based
architect Jaigopal Govinda
Rao. Complementing this
initiative, a permanent gal-

every work is special to
me.” Curator Bony Tho-
mas—journalist, cartoo-
nist, and historian—spent
over a year with Ms. Joseph
to select the works. “I
shared with him the sto-
ries, contexts, and expe-
riences behind each pic-
ture,” she recalled. 

Despite undergoing
multiple surgeries recent-
ly, Ms. Joseph insisted on
leaving the hospital to at-
tend the inauguration, an
occasion she would not
miss for the world. Once
the ceremony concludes,
she will return to hospital
care, carrying with her the
quiet satisfaction of seeing
her son’s genius honoured
anew.

er, Chinnamma Joseph,
has been zealously guard-
ing her son’s creative trea-
sure trove - mostly crayon,
pencil, and pen sketches,
with him turning to water-
colours only a year before
his death. “Hopefully,
GCDA will be able to set up
the centre. Then I can safe-
ly hand over the works,
which risk damage with
each passing year,” she
said. Until Clint’s father
passed away in 2019, the
works travelled across Ker-
ala for exhibitions. Today,
the priceless collection lies
stacked in almirahs at their
home in Kaloor. Asked to
choose a favourite, the 73-
year-old mother said wist-
fully: “That’s impossible,

lery of Clint’s selected
works will be opened by
GCDA in Kadavanthra on
Thursday. Industries Mi-
nister P. Rajeeve will inaug-
urate the gallery that will
exhibit over 100 curated
pieces.

“The proposed centre
will preserve Clint’s works
in a temperature-con-
trolled environment. We
are exploring funding ave-
nues to realise the project,”
GCDA sources said. The in-
itiative could not have
come a day sooner, consi-
dering that Clint’s earliest
works are now 47-years-
old. Had he been alive, he
would have turned 50 on
May 19 this year. Since his
death in 1983, Clint’s moth-

GCDA plans centre to preserve works of child prodigy Clint
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A portrait of child prodigy Edmond Thomas Clint being given

finishing touches at the permanent gallery set up by the GCDA to

exhibit over 100 of his works. The gallery at Kadavanthra will be

inaugurated on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

The Kerala State Pollution
Control Board (PCB) has
sought an explanation
from the Ernakulam Medi-
cal College Hospital (MCH)
regarding its response to
the show-cause notice is-
sued by the Board two
weeks ago over the han-
dling of waste on its cam-
pus. The Board has asked
the hospital authorities to
provide details on the
quantity of the dumped
waste that was segregated
and disposed of. The
Board has sought the reply
within three days.

The Board had served a
show-cause notice on the
hospital a few weeks ago.
An inspection was carried
out by PCB o�cials on Fe-
bruary 20, following com-
plaints of improper waste
management.

In its directive to the
hospital, the Board noted
that, according to the hos-
pital’s reply, solid waste
and food waste were segre-
gated separately and dis-
posed of in a scienti�c
manner. The Board has di-
rected the hospital to clas-
sify the quantity of the se-
gregated waste and report
the details.

The Board has also
sought further clari�cation
regarding the hospital’s

statement that a person
has been assigned to sort
and transport the solid
waste. The hospital has
been directed to provide
details on how the waste is
disposed of by the person,
where it is disposed of, and
the authorisation details of
the person for waste
disposal.

The Board also noted
that, as the aerobic com-
posting unit is not current-
ly functional, a report
should be provided on
how food waste is current-
ly disposed of. The tender
process for the restoration
of ultra�ltration should be
completed, and a report
should be submitted with-
in one month.

As per the investigation,
the violations observed by
the PCB included a large
number of plastic bags
containing solid waste, in-
cluding biodegradable
waste, paper and plastic,
dumped in the parking
area. In its response, the
hospital authorities stated
that the waste had been
temporarily stored on the
campus following a clean-
ing drive carried out in
connection with the inaug-
uration of its Super Spe-
ciality Block and that solid
waste, including plastic,
paper and food waste, was
segregated and disposed of
in a scienti�c manner.

PCB seeks explanation
from hospital over
waste handling
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Four-Year Undergraduate
Programme (FYUGP) stu-
dents will soon be able to
access ‘signature courses’
in either online or hybrid
mode through the K-Learn
platform developed by Ker-
ala State Higher Education
Council.

The initiative will enable
students to enrol in cours-
es o�ered by teachers from
any college in Kerala.

According to Higher
Education Minister R. Bin-
du, the Kerala government
would be the �rst in the
country to implement such
a large-scale online learn-
ing platform for higher
education through a State-
led initiative.

Signature courses are
advanced-level courses de-
signed by individual teach-
ers in their respective
�elds of expertise and of-
fered through the K-Learn
platform. Such courses will
be available free of cost to
all students enrolled under
the FYUGP in the State.

The Minister said teach-
ers will conduct the cours-
es as part of their existing
workload. Students can
earn academic credits
through the Academic
Bank of Credits (ABC) sys-
tem. The facility will allow
credit transfer between in-
stitutions. The two manda-
tory online courses re-
quired under the FYUGP
framework can also be
completed through the K-
Learn platform.

FYUGP students to
access online courses
through K-Learn
The Hindu Bureau
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