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Thiruvananthapuram Today

34ºC The weather will be dry. 
Day will be warm. Night will be 
pleasant. 

Thiruvananthapuram Tomorrow    

35ºC Morning will be pleasant. 
Day will be warm. Night will be 
pleasant. Mostly dry weather 
to prevail.

Timings

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

WEDNESDAY, MAR. 11

RISE 06:31 SET 18:33

RISE 00:12 SET 11:59

THURSDAY, MAR. 12

RISE 06:30 SET 18:33

RISE 01:04 SET 12:51

FRIDAY, MAR. 13

RISE 06:30 SET 18:33

RISE 01:56 SET 13:44

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate and
dedicate a slew of railway
projects in Kochi on
Wednesday.

Projects worth ₹142
crore will be inaugurated
and new train services will
be fagged o� with an aim
to enhance connectivity,
modernise railway stations
and strengthen sustainable
transport in the region.

The Prime Minister will
inaugurate redeveloped
railway stations at Shora-
nur Junction, Kuttippuram
and Changanassery under

the Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme. Developed at a to-
tal cost of about ₹52 crore,
these stations have been
modernised with im-
proved passenger ameni-
ties, enhanced circulating
areas and better accessibil-
ity. The redevelopment in-
tegrates local architecture
and cultural elements
while creating modern,
safe and convenient travel
spaces for passengers. Key
features include upgraded
station buildings, im-
proved waiting areas, bet-
ter platform shelters, en-
hanced passenger
information systems, lifts
and escalators, improved

lighting and provision of
free Wi-Fi.

Electri�cation
He will also dedicate to the
nation the Shoranur–Ni-
lambur road Railway Line
Electri�cation Project (65
km) that cost around ₹90
crore. 

The electri�cation of
this important rail section
enables faster and more ef-
�cient train operations by
eliminating the need for lo-
comotive change at
Shoranur.

On the occasion, the
Prime Minister will also
�ag o� the Palakkad-Polla-
chi train service, streng-

thening rail connectivity
between Tamil Nadu and
Kerala. The new train ser-
vice will improve mobility
for daily commuters, pil-
grims, traders and tourists
travelling between the two
States. Ceremonial events
will be held at Kuttipuram,
Shoranur Junction, Chan-
ganassery and Palakkad in
which local dignitaries,
elected representative,
railway o�cials, passen-
gers and general public will
participate. The Palakkad-
Pollachi MEMU service will
be accorded a reception at
all the intermediate sta-
tions and at the destina-
tion.

PM to inaugurate a slew of railway
projects worth ₹142 cr. in Kochi today
The Hindu Bureau
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The State Cabinet on Tues-
day decided to recom-
mend to the Governor to
appoint Law Secretary K.G.

Sanal Kumar as the State
Election Commissioner
(SEC). 

At present, A. Shajahan
is the SEC. Mr. Shajahan
has held the charge since
March 31, 2021.

Cabinet to propose
Sanal Kumar as SEC
The Hindu Bureau
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The Kerala State Human
Rights Commission (SHRC)
has directed the State go-
vernment to ensure that in-
stances such as non-pay-
ment of salary to
employees of the Kaniv
‘108’ ambulance network
are not repeated.

The commission, in a di-
rective to the Principal Se-
cretary (Health), said the
salary to the employees of
the ambulance network
was delayed as the compa-
ny that manages the ambu-
lance chain was not being
given Union and State go-

vernment funds. Ultimate-
ly, rights of patients were
getting denied. The go-
vernment should under-
stand the emergency na-
ture of the service
provided by the networ-
kand take stringent steps
to ensure that salary of the
employees is not delayed.

The government should
explore the practicality of
the demand to declare the
Kaniv 108 ambulance ser-
vice a public utility and
bringing it under the Es-
sential Services Mainte-
nance Act, the commission
said. It was taking action
on a complaint submitted
by one Aneesh Manian.

‘Prevent disruption 
in salary payment to
108 ambulance sta� ’
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Aiming to democratise and
modernise higher educa-
tion, Sreenarayana Guru
Open University (SGOU) on
Tuesday presented its sixth
annual Budget for the
2026-27 �nancial year.

Presented by V.P. Pra-
manth, Finance Standing
Committee chairperson
and syndicate member, the
Budget outlines an estimat-
ed expenditure of ₹200.38
crore against a projected
income of ₹187.78 crore, re-
sulting in a de�cit of ₹12.59
crore. 

The Budget places sig-
ni�cant emphasis on in-
frastructure development,
technological integration,
and the introduction of
new vocational
programmes.

The highest �nancial
priority has been accorded
to the university’s physical
and academic
infrastructure.

A massive ₹90 crore es-
timate and master plan
have been prepared for the
construction of the main
university campus at Mun-

dakkal, Kollam, with initial
works receiving an alloca-
tion of ₹20 lakh.

Knowledge centre
Furthermore, a substantial
₹21 crore has been ear-
marked for the establish-
ment of a dedicated Know-
ledge Centre. 

The Budget also facili-
tates the construction of
the Pattambi regional
centre complex, utilising
₹5 crore previously allocat-
ed by the government to
begin work immediately.

To enhance the learning
experience, ₹1.95 crore has
been allocated for furni-
ture, equipment, and spe-
cialised software. 

It plans to launch ‘SLM
DIRECT,’ a ₹1 crore project
to deliver self-learning ma-
terial directly to students.
A total of ₹72 lakh has been
set aside for an AI-based
Enhanced Digital Learning
Centre to produce educa-
tional videos, while ₹50
lakh is designated for the
preliminary costs of esta-
blishing a centre for online
education to launch UGC-
approved online
programmes.

SGOU Budget focusses
on infra development,
vocational courses 
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