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The PM 2.5 level recorded at 
Coimbatore on Tuesday. Nitrogen 
dioxide level was at 8 µg/m3 against 
the prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3
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Spraying solutions on garbage not scientifically proven, will ask officials to check: CCMC chief

A R A V I N D  R A J  @ Coimbatore

RESIDENTS across several 
parts of  Coimbatore say the 
foul smell from the Vellalore 
dumpyard has intensified in re-
cent weeks, spreading to neigh-
bourhoods located several kilo-
metres away and causing 
distress during evening.

People residing in Podanur, 
Nanjundapuram, Ramanath-
apuram, Sungam, Singanallur, 
Sundarapuram and nearby ar-
eas say the odour has become a 
daily problem, particularly 
during evening. Many resi-
dents claim the smell makes it 
difficult to keep their windows 
open.

“We can clearly smell the 
garbage every evening. Some-
times it becomes so strong that 
we have to shut all the doors 
and windows,” said R Gayathri 
Devi, a resident of  Nanjun-
dapuram. “Earlier it was occa-
sional, but now it seems to hap-
pen almost every day,” she 
added.

Another resident, M Baasha 

from Podanur said the situa-
tion has been getting worse 
over the past few weeks. “Chil-
dren and elderly people find it 
very uncomfortable. We cannot 
even sit outside in the evening. 
All the commercial stores in 
the Saradha Mill Road area 
have started using incense 
sticks and burners to evade the 
foul odour,” he added.

Local activists and social 
workers have also condemned 
the Coimbatore City Municipal 
Corporation’s failure to take 

adequate measures to control 
the odour from garbage piles. 
Sources said that in the past, 
the civic body used to spray wa-
ter and other chemical solu-
tions over the waste to reduce 
the smell. But recently no such 
steps are being taken by the 
CCMC officials.

Residents claim that the 
odour often spreads across mul-
tiple neighbourhoods depend-
ing on the wind direction. 
Many people have taken to so-
cial media and local complaint 

channels to highlight the issue 
and demand a permanent solu-
tion to the long-standing 
problem.

CCMC Commissioner M 
Sivaguru Prabakaran said 
spraying solutions over gar-
bage heaps may not be an effec-
tive way to control the smell.

“Spraying solutions on the 
garbage piles is ineffective and 
not scientifically proven,” he 
said. “There may be other caus-
es for the smell. I will send of-
ficials to the areas where com-
plaints have been raised and 

instruct them to inspect and 
take necessary action.”

Residents, however, say they 
are hoping for quicker inter-
vention from authorities. 
Many believe a long-term 
waste management strategy is 
necessary to address the re-
curring issue and prevent the 
odour from spreading to resi-
dential areas. Until then, eve-
nings remain unpleasant for 
many households living in the 
vicinity of  the Vellalore 
dumpyard.

19-yr-old youth detained 
for killing minor girl, her 
grandmom near Negaman
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

A 19-year-old man was detained 
on Tuesday for allegedly killing 
a 16-year-old minor girl and her 
60-year-old grandmother over 
an altercation regarding their 
relationship near Negaman in 
Coimbatore on Monday night. 
The formal arrest is, however, 
yet to be made, the police said.

The deceased was P Kowsy 
and her grandmother M 
M y l a t h a l  o f  K o n -
degoundanpalayam vil-
lage near Negamam.

The suspect, Ab-
hishek of  Kappalanka-
rai near the victim’s 
village, was working as a 
labourer in a private com-
pany and got acquainted with 
Kowsy when he was studying 
in the same school near Nega-
mam. Investigation revealed 
that Kowsy and Abhishek were 
in a relationship over the last 
few years. Although the ac-
cused, along with his parents, 
had earlier approached the 
girl’s family for marriage, they 
were refused on the ground 

that she had not attained the 
legal age for marriage. Despite 
this, the accused continued to 
harass her for marriage.

On Monday, around 7.15 pm, 
the suspect went to the girl’s 
house and held an altercation 
for not speaking to him for the 
last few days. The suspect alleg-
edly took out a knife concealed 
in his cloth and stabbed her. 
When Mylathal and elder sister 
Haritha (17) attempted to pre-

vent him, he stabbed them 
also and fled. 

Ne g amam Police 
rushed to the spot and 
rescued the injured to 
Pollachi GH where 

Kowsy and Mylathal 
were declared dead on ar-

rival. Haritha is undergoing 
treatment and her condition is 
stated to be stable. 

The accused surrendered at 
Negamam Police Station and 
allegedly claimed that he con-
sumed poison in an attempt to 
end his life. He was admitted to 
Pollachi GH for treatment and 
is stated to be in a stable condi-
tion. A case has been filed and 
further investigation is on.

Coimbatore gang rape: 
Trial enters final stage
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore:

THE trial in the gang rape of  a 20-year-old college 
student near Coimbatore International Airport in 
November 2025 entered its final stage, with closing 
arguments commencing in the Mahila Court. 

The suspects Sathish (30) and Kaliswaran (21) 
from Singampunari, Sivaganga, and their rela-
tive Guna (20) from Karuppayurani, Madurai 
were produced before the court on Tuesday.

According to sources, a total of  112 witnesses, 
including the survivor, her friend, and investiga-
tion officers, were examined, with witness deposi-
tions concluding by February 23. On Tuesday, the 
court doors were closed for cross-examination of  
the suspects. Prosecution arguments began in the 
afternoon and the suspects were produced under 
heavy security around noon. Defence counsel ar-
guments will follow in the next hearing. Once 
both sides conclude, the verdict date is expected 
to be announced by the end of  this week.

The incident occurred on the night of  Novem-
ber 2, 2025, in Brindhavan Nagar area behind the 
airport. The victim was in a car with her 25-year-
old male friend when three men arriving on a mo-
torcycle, attacked the friend with a sickle, injur-
ing him severely, and abducted the woman to a 
deserted spot where they gang-raped her. While 
chasing the suspects, police shot them in the legs 
on November 3, 2025, and arrested them. 

The case, initially in the Additional Mahila 
Court, was transferred to the Mahila Court on De-
cember 19, 2025. 

As exam nears, staff told to 
avoid powercuts till April
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

AS examinations for school-
children are under way, the 
Tamil Nadu Power Distribu-
tion Corporation Limited (TNP-
DCL) has instructed field offic-
ers not to suspend power supply 
to carry out regular mainte-
nance work. 

Meanwhile, field staff  worry 
that operating distribution 
channels without proper 
monthly maintenance continu-
ously for four months could 
run into problems, especially 
since the demand for elec-
tricity usually goes up 
during summer. The 
board exams for Class 
X and Class XII in 
CBSE schools have 
already started, and 
exams for state board 
students have been 
scheduled to start on 
March 2. 

A senior offi-
cial from the 
C o i m b a t o r e 
metro circle 
said that the 
section and field 

officers have already carried 
out large-scale precautionary 
maintenance in De-
cember 2025, to avoid 
unnecessary power in-
terruptions for the 
next few months up to 
April 2026. Unless it is 
an emergency, the pow-
er supply will not be 
suspended. In areas 
where supply from al-
ternative sources is vi-
able, smaller mainte-
nance work can be 
carried out,” the offic-
er said.

M e a n w h i l e , 
staff  said the upcoming 

assembly election is 
another reason for 
skipping the monthly 
maintenance. “Usu-
ally, the department 

instructs us to keep the 
electricity supply on 

without any major in-
terruptions from 

J a n u a r y  t o 
March to assist 
students in 
preparing for 
their exami-

nations. This is 

an official order, while the ap-
proaching elections are an un-

said reason. The order 
may be in force until 
the end of  the election 
season.  Until then, we 
carry out minor main-
tenance on Saturdays 
on the domestic belt 
and on Sundays on the 
industrial belt when 
industries are closed. 
We also have provi-
sions to perform re-
pairs and correct faults 
area-wise. Using them, 
we fix the issues to the 
best of  our ability. If  

there is any emergency, we will 
shut down the supply,” said a 
s t a f f  m e m b e r  u n d e r 
anonymity. 

“Keeping the situation in 
mind, we have been preparing 
for this hectic period in Decem-
ber 2025 itself, even though the 
distribution network needs a 
complete shutdown once a 
month to avoid further repairs. 
However, we are forced to man-
age the situation without 
monthly maintenance, which 
may increase power cuts,” a sec-
tion officer from TNPDCL said.

Locals raise a stink over worsening 
stench at Vellalore dumpyard site

A portion of Vellalore dumpyard in Coimbatore |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

The three suspects arrested in the gang rape case were 
produced before the Coimbatore court complex on Tuesday |  
S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

The order may be 
in force until the 

end of the election 
season.  Until 

then, we carry out 
minor 

maintenance on 
weekends 

A senior official from  
Kovai metro circle
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D Man held for swindling `1.31L out of store-keeper on pretext of overseas employment
Coimbatore: A 50-year-old man was arrested for allegedly swindling `1.31 lakh out of a store-keeper on the pretext of 

facilitating job abroad. The suspect was P Senthilkumar (50) from Salem. The complainant Isravel 
(30) of Somanur, a store-keeper in a private company in Thennampalayam, decided to go abroad for 
employment. He approached an overseas employment agency named Sky Abroad Solution located at 
RS Puram in Coimbatore in November 2025 through social media. He contacted its proprietor, suspect 
Senthilkumar, and met him in person for inquiry. The suspect informed him that he needed `2 lakh for 
facilitating a job in France. Following that Isravel paid `1,31,000 to him in several instalments. However, 
the suspect neither arranged the overseas employment nor returned the money. RS Puram Police filed a 

case and arrested the suspect on Monday. Further investigation is on. ENS

Proposal sent for paediatric ward at dist HQ hosp
Coimbatore: The health department has sent a proposal to its 
headquarters in Chennai, seeking approval for constructing an additional 
building for the paediatric ward at the district GH headquarters in 
Pollachi. Officials have sent the proposal to the department requesting an 
additional building for mothers, and it will be operated adjacent to the 
newborn ward. A Mother-Newborn Care Unit or Mother-Baby Unit places 
the mother’s postnatal ward directly adjacent to the newborn nursery or 
Intensive Care Unit. It facilitates round-the-clock care, allowing mothers 
to remain with their babies for immediate Kangaroo Mother Care bonding.

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / Opening, viewing and downloading of 
e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

Tamil Nadu Power Generation Corporation Ltd
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

Specification 
No.

Tender Inviting 
Authority

Name of the Work

OT - 1 CE / PROJECTS
Ennore SEZ - Establishment of Flue Gas 
Desulphurisation (FGD) system & its Auxiliaries for 
2 x 660 MW Ennore SEZ under Single EPC basis.

DIPR/1374/Tender/2026

ICA-T5336(4)/2026

TRY TO LEAVE THE EARTH A BETTER PLACE 
THAN WHEN YOU ARRIVED ❯ SIDNEY SHELDON


