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Payyade SC, 
Strikers win 
MPL titles   

Payyade Sports Club 
clinched the Members 
Premier League (MPL) 
cricket title at the Sachin 
Tendulkar Gymkhana, 
Kandivli, defeating Shreeji 
Strikers by five wickets in 
the final. Batting first, 
Shreeji Strikers posted 79/5 
in six overs, with Utung 
Thakur top-scoring with a 
brisk 35 off 13 balls. In reply, 
Dishant Dhedia struck an 
unbeaten 33 off just 10 balls 
as Payyade SC chased 
down the target in 5.2 
overs. In the women’s final, 
Shreeji Strikers defeated 
Urvi Homeground by 62 
runs. Kshama Patekar 
smashed 68 off 20 balls to 
power Shreeji to 151/1 in six 
overs. Urvi Homeground 
replied with 89/4, with 
Purnima Pandagle scoring 
56 off 16 balls, while Naisha 
Shetty claimed 3/25. 

MUMBAI 

Sangar edges 
Chari in CCI 
Snooker  

Unfancied Raj Chari put 
up a spirited fight before 
losing 2-3 to Nilesh Sangar 
in a first-round match of 
the CCI Snooker Classic 
on Wednesday. Chari 
dropped the first two 
frames 44-59 and 38-44 
but bounced back strongly 
to win the next two 51-24 
and 54-19 to force a 
decider. Sangar, however, 
held his composure to 
clinch the fifth frame 68-17 
and seal the match. 
Elsewhere, Sukeel 
Venkatramani beat Ajit 
Gharat 3-0, while Vivek 
Narayan defeated Pranav 
Desai 3-2 to advance. 
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CHAMPIONS LEAGUE | Liverpool loses, Barcelona held 

Agencies 
TEHRAN / MIAMI 

Iran are not in a position to 
participate in the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup, says the 
country’s Minister of Sports 
and Youth Ahmad 
Donyamali, according to 
reports on Wednesday. 

Iran are due to face New 
Zealand and Belgium in Los 
Angeles on 15 and 21 June 
respectively, and Egypt in 
Seattle on 26 June. 

But in an interview with 
the IRIB Sports Network on 
Tuesday, Donyamali said: 
“Given that this corrupt gov-
ernment has assassinated 
our leader, under no circum-

stances do we have the 
appropriate conditions to 
participate in the World Cup. 

“Our boys are not safe, and 
conditions for participation 
do not exist.” 

He added that “over the 
past eight or nine months, 
two wars have been imposed 
on us and several thousand 
of our people have been 
killed and martyred. 
Therefore, we definitely do 
not have the possibility for 
participation.” 

Earlier, FIFA President 
Gianni Infantino said he has 
received assurances from US 
President Donald Trump 
that Iran’s national football 
team will be allowed to travel 

to the United States to com-
pete in the World Cup, 
despite the ongoing conflict 
between the two countries. 

Last week, Trump 
appeared dismissive when 
asked about Iran’s involve-
ment, saying, “I really don’t 

care” if the country takes 
part in the competition. 

Infantino said he met 
Trump on Tuesday evening 
to discuss preparations for 
the World Cup and was 
reassured that Iran would be 
welcomed. 

“We also spoke about the 
current situation in Iran and 
the fact that the Iranian team 
has qualified to participate in 
the FIFA World Cup 2026,” 
Infantino said in an 
Instagram post.  

“During the discussions, 
President Trump reiterated 
that the Iranian team is, of 
course, welcome to compete 
in the tournament in the 
United States.” 

Two more Iran women’s 
players accept asylum 
The Iranian women’s soccer 
team left Australia minus 
seven of its members after 
tearful protests of their 
departure outside Sydney 
Airport and frantic final 
efforts inside the terminal by 
Australian officials, who 
sought to ensure the women 
understood they were being 
offered asylum.  

Seven women accepted 
humanitarian visas allowing 
them to remain permanently 
According to reports, one 
has since changed her mind, 
underscoring the tense and 
precarious nature of deci-
sions.

Iran may skip WC despite FIFA assurance
World Football

Briefs
Bayern, Atletico win big 
AP  
PARIS 

Bayern Munich and Atletico 
Madrid took giant strides 
towards the UEFA Champions 
League quarterfinals with 
emphatic wins on Tuesday, 
while Liverpool and 
Barcelona face tense second-
leg battles after disappointing 
first-leg results. 

Bayern thrashed Atalanta 
6-1 despite leaving their top 
scorer Harry Kane on the 
bench, while Atletico Madrid 
punished Tottenham Hotspur 
for a disastrous start to win 5-
2 in Madrid.  

Liverpool slumped to a 1-0 
defeat against Galatasaray in 
Istanbul, and Barcelona 
needed a last-gasp penalty 
from teenager Lamine Yamal 
to salvage a 1-1 draw against 
Newcastle United. 

 
Bayern run riot 
Even without the prolific 
Kane in the starting lineup, 
Bayern produced a dominant 
display to all but secure their 
place in the last eight. 

England captain Kane, who 
has scored 47 goals this season 
for club and country, was only 
fit enough for the bench. In his 
absence, Michael Olise 
stepped up with a brace. 

Serge Gnabry and Nicolas 
Jackson both scored and pro-
vided assists, while Josip 
Stanisic and Jamal Musiala 
also found the net for the 
German champions. 

 
Atletico punish Spurs  
Tottenham endured a night-
mare start at the Wanda 
Metropolitano as Atletico 

raced to a 3-0 lead within the 
opening 15 minutes. 

Spurs coach Igor Tudor 
made the bold decision to 
drop first-choice goalkeeper 
Guglielmo Vicario, handing 
Antonin Kinsky his 
Champions League debut. 
The gamble backfired spec-
tacularly. 

Kinsky’s slip in the sixth 
minute allowed Marcos 
Llorente to open the scoring. 
Antoine Griezmann doubled 
the lead shortly after, and 

Julian Alvarez capital-
ised on another mis-
kick from the goal-
keeper to make it 3-0. 

The young keeper 
was substituted in the 
17th minute and 
replaced by Vicario, 

but Atletico continued their 
dominance as Robin Le 
Normand added a fourth goal. 

 
Yamal rescues Barca 
Five-time European cham-
pions Barcelona were 
moments away from defeat at 
Newcastle before Malick 
Thiaw fouled Dani Olmo 
inside the penalty box in stop-
page time. 

Referee Marco Guida 
pointed to the spot and 18-
year-old Lamine Yamal calmly 

converted in the 96th minute 
to level the score. 

Newcastle had taken the 
lead just minutes earlier 
through Harvey Barnes, who 
also struck the post earlier in 
the game. 

 
Galatasaray shock Reds  
Galatasaray continued their 
impressive European run by 
defeating Liverpool 1-0 in 
Istanbul. 

Mario Lemina’s seventh-
minute header proved deci-
sive, giving the Turkish cham-
pions the advantage heading 
into next week’s second leg at 
Anfield. 

Galatasaray had earlier 
eliminated Juventus with a 7-5 
aggregate victory in the 
playoff round.

Joe Williams 
MUMBAI 

The stage is set for one of the 
most glamorous days on the 
Mumbai racing calendar as 
the Royal Western India Turf 
Club hosts the Zavaray S. 
Poonawalla Racing Carnival – 
Bombay Brewout Edition on 
Sunday at the iconic 
Mahalaxmi Racecourse. 

Organised by the Royal 
Western India Turf Club in 
association with the 
Poonawalla Group and The 
Poona Cartel, the carnival will 
showcase elite thoroughbreds 
competing for total prize 
money exceeding `3.50 crore. 
The race card features several 
prestigious contests expected 
to attract some of the finest 
horses currently in training. 

Among the highlights will 
be the C N Wadia Gold Cup 
(Grade 2), powered by 
Zavaray S. Poonawalla, which 
traditionally brings together 

the country’s leading stayers. 
Another key attraction is the 
Maharaja Sir Harisinghji 
Trophy (Grade 3), also 
powered by Zavaray S. 
Poonawalla. 

Speed enthusiasts can also 
look forward to the Zavaray S. 
Poonawalla Sprinters’ 
Challenge, expected to fea-
ture some of the fastest horses 
on the circuit, while the 
Poonawalla Stud Farms 
Auction Sale Stakes will show-
case promising young 
runners. 

Beyond the racing action, 
the Bombay Brewout will 
transform the racecourse into 
a lively social festival with 
over 50 varieties of craft beer, 
food pop-ups, a flea market 
and live music performances. 

Guests in the First 
Enclosure will also enjoy a 
colourful performance by 
Colours of Lavani, celebrating 
Maharashtra’s cultural heri-
tage.

Newcastle’s Dan Burn (L) and Barcelona’s Robert Lewandowski battle for the ball 
during the Champions League round of 16 first leg in Newcastle on Tuesday. AP

More than `3.5 crore prize card and lifestyle festival 
await racegoers on Sunday. Vinay Krishan Kaushik

Jamnabai Narsee reach U-8 
final after shootout wins
FPJ News Service 
MUMBAI 

Jamnabai Narsee School, 
Juhu advanced to the final of 
the Boys Under-8 MSSA Cup 
after winning two dramatic 
tie-breakers in the Dream 
Sports MSSA Inter-School 
Football Tournament at the 
MSSA Ground, Azad Maidan 
(Turf), on Wednesday. 

In the quarter-final, 
Jamnabai Narsee edged past 
Bombay Scottish School, 
Mahim after the match ended 
goalless in regulation time. 
Jamnabai held their nerve in 
the shootout to win 3-2, with 
Sehraaj Sethi, Neymar 
Makhija and Aadit Dutt con-

verting their penalties. 
Indrajit Kamat and Saransh 
Patrawala scored for Bombay 
Scottish. 

In the first semi-final, 
Campion School ‘A’, 
Cooperage produced a solid 
display to defeat Greenlawns 
High School, B.P. Road 2-0. 
Sarosh Bhesania and Hridaan 
Mehta scored the goals that 
secured Campion’s place in 
the final.  

The second semi-final saw 
Jamnabai Narsee face St. 
Peter’s School, Mazgaon in 
another tightly fought 
encounter. After a 0-0 draw in 
regulation time, Jamnabai 
prevailed 4-3 in the  
tie-breaker.

SCORELINES 
Bayern Munich-Atalanta 6-1 
Atletico Madrid-Tottenham 5-2 
Galatasaray-Liverpool 1-0 
Barcelona-Newcastle 1-1

Poonawalla Racing 
Carnival promises 
glamour and thrill
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

Jai Cuffe Parade Co-Operative 
Housing Society Ltd. 
REGISTRATION NO. BOM./ 
HSG./2560 OF 29-7-1970, 
Palm Springs 104, Cuffe 
Parade, Colaba, Mumbai-
400005. The Society has 
received application from Mrs. 
Neena Chopra Flat No. B-3 
that she has misplaced/lost 
her Share certificate No. 7/113 
dated 26/05/2012 for 5 shares 
bearing No. 31 to 35 for issuing 
Duplicate Share Certificate.In 
case no objection is received 
within a period of 15 days from 
the date of this Notice then 
Society will issue Duplicate 
certificate as requested for. 

For Jai Cuffe Parade CHS 
Ltd.  

(Palm Springs) 
Sd/- 

Hon. Secretary 

10th March 2026

Navneet Kaur 
hat-trick 
powers India 
past Wales
FPJ News Service 
HYDERABAD 

The Indian women’s hockey 
team registered a command-
ing 4-1 victory over Wales in a 
Pool B clash of the FIH 
Hockey World Cup Qualifiers 
2026 at the G.M.C. Balayogi 
Hockey Ground in 
Gachibowli on Wednesday. 

Navneet Kaur starred with 
a hat-trick (29’, 34’, 55’), while 
Sakshi Rana (7’) opened the 
scoring as India finished the 
group stage as table-toppers. 
Already assured of a semi-
final berth before the match, 
India will now face Italy on 
March 13 in the next stage for 
a place in the final. 

India dominated from the 
outset, using pace and quick 
counterattacks to trouble 
Wales. The hosts took an 
early lead in the seventh min-
ute when Salima Tete set up 
Sakshi Rana, who struck a 
powerful reverse hit from the 
edge of the circle to beat the 
goalkeeper. 

India continued to press 
and doubled their lead in the 
29th minute when Navneet 
converted a penalty corner 
with a powerful low strike. 
She struck again in the 34th 
minute from another set-
piece to make it 3-0 and put 
India firmly in control. 

Wales pulled one back 
through Betsan Thomas (39’) 
after capitalising on a brief 
defensive lapse. However, 
India sealed the contest when 
Navneet completed her hat-
trick with a penalty stroke in 
the 55th minute.


