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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places

over Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh and Muza�arabad. Thunderstorm

with lightning/gusty winds likely at isolated places over Himachal

Pradesh, Bihar, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Nagaland, Manipur,

Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim, West Bengal, Jharkhand and Odisha
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......32.4...... 20.6 Kozhikode ....................... —......35.3...... 26.8

Ahmedabad............. —......41.4...... 23.1 Kurnool ........................... —......35.5...... 23.5

Aizawl ........................2......30.0...... 18.2 Lucknow.......................... —......34.2...... 22.0

Allahabad ................ —......35.4...... 20.5 Madurai ........................... —......36.0...... 22.0

Bengaluru................ —......31.0...... 19.0 Mangaluru....................... —......34.8...... 25.6

Bhopal ..................... —......36.2...... 14.4 Mumbai ........................... —......40.0...... 21.6

Bhubaneswar .......... —......33.3...... 23.6 Mysuru............................. —......32.6...... 20.2

Chandigarh.............. —......32.4...... 19.3 New Delhi........................ —......35.5...... 18.8

Chennai ................... —......33.5...... 22.5 Patna............................... —......32.0...... 24.0

Coimbatore ............. —......33.2...... 21.8 Port Blair ......................... —......32.4...... 26.3

Dehradun................. —......31.0...... 20.3 Puducherry ..................... —......31.0...... 22.6

Gangtok .....................9......22.2...... 12.4 Pune ................................ —......37.8...... 22.2

Goa........................... —......34.4...... 25.1 Raipur.............................. —......38.6...... 23.0

Guwahati ................. —......33.4...... 19.5 Ranchi ............................. —......30.1...... 19.0

Hubballi ................... —......35.0...... 19.0 Shillong ..........................0.9......21.9...... 12.5

Hyderabad............... —......33.6...... 23.5 Shimla ............................. —......25.7...... 15.8

Imphal ....................0.8......29.8...... 14.8 Srinagar.............................3......17.6...... 10.2

Jaipur ...................... —......37.5...... 20.6 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......35.1...... 23.4

Kochi........................ —......32.6...... 26.0 Tiruchi ............................. —......31.3...... 22.4

Kohima .................... —......16.6...... 13.9 Vijayawada...................... —......34.6...... 21.5

Kolkata .................... —......32.3...... 25.0 Visakhapatnam................ —......31.8...... 25.6

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Greater Noida,

Uttar Pradesh recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 340

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Shillong,

Meghalaya recorded a

healthy AQI score of 26

Ahmedabad ..... 100 ..78 27 .....94 ...138 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...4 ..15 38 ...164 ...154 ......*

Chennai............ .17 ..10 17 .....96 ....77 ......*

Delhi ................. .17 104 81 ...301 ...335 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ...3 ....9 56 .....82 ...108 ......*

Kolkata............. .11 ..31 14 .....68 ...122 ......*

Lucknow........... .11 ..40 29 ...260 ...269 ......*

Mumbai ............ .13 ..78 46 ...117 ...132 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..78 33 ...265 ...214 ......*

Visakhapatnam .13 ..67 18 ...104 ...131 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

I
n a bid to ensure mo-
bilisation of resources
for infrastructure de-

velopment and civic servic-
es in urban areas in Karna-
taka, the Fifth State
Finance Commission has
recommended that the
State government earmark
a minimum of 5% of its to-
tal GST revenue generated
in cities to Urban Local Self
Governments, including
those coming under Grea-
ter Bengaluru Authority.

In its report tabled in
the State Legislature on
Tuesday, the three-mem-
ber commission led by
former MP Dr. C. Naraya-
naswamy observed that
the revenue of the munici-
pal bodies would increase
by 52% if they get at least

5% share of the State’s GST
revenue. 

The commission has in-
dicated that its recommen-
dation stems from esti-
mates that urban areas
account for 70% of the
State’s total GST revenue.

Interestingly, this is si-

milar to Karnataka’s argu-
ment before the Centre
that it should get a higher
share of GST returns as it is
the second highest GST re-
venue contributor in the
country.

With respect to Bengalu-
ru, the Finance Commis-

sion has observed that the
�ve city corporations un-
der the Greater Bengaluru
Authority have been mak-
ing signi�cant contribu-
tions to the industries and
services sectors, which in
turn positively impact
State GST. 

5% GST revenue must go to
civic bodies: Karnataka panel

Talking numbers: The Budget Session of the Karnataka Assembly

in progress on Tuesday. ANI 

State Finance Commission says this will help municipal bodies fund infrastructure projects; it

adds that the �ve city corporations have been key contributors to industry and service sectors

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

Telangana Jagruthi presi-
dent Kalvakuntla Kavitha
and Dalit Shakthi Pro-
gramme State president
Visharadan Maharaj, who
were on a hunger strike in
Khammam, were detained
by the police and shifted to
Hyderabad on Tuesday.

The two leaders
launched the protest at
Ambedkar Bhavan in
Khammam on Monday
night seeking justice for
the poor, displaced fami-
lies of Vinoba Navodaya
Colony, Velugumatla in
Khammam city, a�ected
by the recent demolitions.

According to sources, a
strong posse of police
reached Ambedkar Bhavan
around 5.45 a.m. and de-
tained them before shifting
them to the State capital.

Sources said Ms. Kavitha
will continue her fast at the

Telangana Jagruthi o�ce in
Hyderabad in support of
the demand of the dis-
placed people for new
houses at the same site. 

Nearly 600 houses were
razed in the drive. While
o�cials say the action was
taken to clear unauthor-
ised structures, many of
the displaced families said
they hold pattas issued by
the erstwhile Andhra Pra-
desh Bhoodan Board.

Police detain Kavitha,
Dalit leader at protest
site in Khammam
P Sridhar

KHAMMAM

The police shifting K. Kavitha 

from the site of protest.

Andhra Pradesh is set to
play a key role in advanc-
ing one of India’s most am-
bitious atomic science pro-
grammes, with plans to
establish a high-energy
proton accelerator system
in Visakhapatnam as part
of the country’s long-term
nuclear research roadmap.

Speaking to The Hindu

at the Raja Ramanna
Centre for Advanced Tech-
nology (RRCAT) campus in

Indore, Madhya Pradesh,
on Monday, Dr. Jishnu Dwi-
vedi, Director of the Tech-
nology Development and
Support Group, said the
proposed facility would
form a crucial component
of India’s accelerator-dri-
ven systems to harness
vast thorium reserves for
nuclear energy.

“The proton accelerator
is being developed as part
of India’s long-term nu-
clear programme. As the
technology is extremely
complex and expensive,

the machine will take a
couple of decades to be-
come fully operational,”
Dr. Dwivedi said.

Once running, the facili-
ty will generate high-ener-
gy neutrons through spal-
lation reactions to convert
India’s abundant thorium
into uranium fuel for reac-
tors. 

“This is a strategically
important technology for
India, which possesses
some of the world’s largest
thorium reserves,” he said.

Visakhapatnam was

chosen for its strong techn-
ological ecosystem and
proximity to the sea, pro-
viding ample cooling water
for such high-energy sys-
tems. 

Established in 1984 un-
der the Department of
Atomic Energy, RRCAT
leads research in particle
accelerators and laser tech-
nologies with applications
in space, defence, commu-
nications, and medical
science. It also runs experi-
ment labs for industries,
hospitals, and institutions. 

Proton accelerator facility to come up in Vizag

Sambasiva Rao M.

INDORE

The government’s con-
tention was that the acquit-
tal of Mr. Dileep and three
others by the Ernakulam
Sessions Court was “illegal
and contrary to the evi-
dence on record”. “The
judgment was illegal and
unsustainable, and liable
to be set aside and modi-
�ed,” it said.

The sentence awarded
was “highly disproportion-
ate and inadequate, consi-

The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday issued notices to
actor Dileep and others in
the actor rape case, a fort-
night after the Kerala go-
vernment �led a petition
challenging their acquittal.

The government in its
appeal also sought enhan-
cement of the punishment
awarded to the convicts.

dering the nature of the of-
fences, the manner of
execution, and the terror
created in society,” the go-
vernment said. It said the
trial court failed to “under-
take a comprehensive and
holistic evaluation of the
prosecution evidence in its
entirety” against all the ac-
cused who were charged
with the same o�ences, for
being members of the cri-
minal conspiracy.

Kerala High Court issues notice to
Dileep, others in actor rape case 
The Hindu Bureau

KOCHI

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
on Tuesday hosted a din-
ner at a �ve-star hotel in
the city to celebrate the
completion of six years as
the Congress State presi-
dent. Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah, his Cabinet col-
leagues and many MLAs

attended the party.
As Mr. Shivakumar wel-

comed Siddaramaiah on
his arrival, the latter greet-
ed him and congratulated
him for completing six
years as the KPCC chief. 

There has been a power
tussle going on between
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and Shivakumar.
However, the two leaders
often put up a united face. 

Siddaramaiah attends dinner
hosted by D.K. Shivakumar

CM Siddaramaiah greets D.K.

Shivakumar in Bengaluru.

Press Trust of India

BENGALURU

State pays ₹125 cr.
a day to service
debts: BJP leader

BENGALURU

Every individual in Karnataka

has a loan burden of ₹1,12,400

owing to Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah’s “indiscriminate

borrowing”, Opposition leader

R. Ashok has said. To service

the debts, the State was forced

to repay ₹45,600 crore a year —

or roughly ₹125 crore a day,

the BJP leader said.


