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LPG shortage sparks fear of restaurant closures and food price hike in State

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The shortage of commer-
cial LPG cylinders is threa-
tening to severely impact
the hospitality sector in
Kerala, along with other
key sectors, with the crisis
likely to force many esta-
blishments, including ca-
tering units and hotels, to
shut down within days if
the situation continues.
Although CNG is current-
ly available, the situation
appears precarious and can
disrupt a section of public
transport as a significant
number of vehicles rely on
CNG. If the shortage affects
only commercial kitchens
now, it is likely to spill over
to households soon, as
cooking gas stocks are ra-
pidly depleting across the
country, including Kerala.
The crisis worsened just

Local bodies
told to
prepare
action plans
to fight heat

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan has directed that all
local bodies in the State
prepare action plans to mi-
tigate the effects of sum-
mer heat.

A meeting chaired by
the Chief Minister to miti-
gate disaster strategies as
summer peaks decided to
allocate 1 crore each to
District Collectors for activ-
ities to protect against the
effects of rising tempera-
tures. District-level meet-
ings should be held to pre-
pare for rising
temperatures, using the
heat action plan modeled
after Moodadi grama pan-
chayat in Kozhikode.

Extreme care should be
taken in the event of
drought, water scarcity,
fire, wild animal raids,
lightning, and health is-
sues caused by heat.

The Health department
should start heat clinics.
All primary health centres
should be equipped with
facilities to provide first aid
in the event of heat stroke.

Water kiosks or stalls
should be established in
main markets, squares,
bus stops, and other places
where people tend to gath-
er for longer periods.

Drinking water and
proper ventilation should
be ensured in examination
halls. Existing water kiosks
should be repaired and if
necessary more kiosks
should be set up. At the
same time, quality of water
should be ensured.

The Chief Minister also
directed that steps be ta-
ken to protect farm pro-
duce from daytime heat.

Minister for Revenue K.
Rajan, Minister for Water
Resources Roshy Augus-
tine, Minister for Electrici-
ty K. Krishnankutty, Chief
Secretary A. Jayathilak,
District Collectors, Land
Revenue Commissioner
Jeevan Babu K., and Kerala
State Disaster Management
Authority member secre-
tary Sekhar Kuriakose at-
tended the meeting.

the vegetarian catering bu-
siness, and Hindus typical-
ly stay away from conduct-
ing weddings during the
Malayalam months of Kum-
bam and Meenam as these
are considered inauspi-
cious. Additionally, since it
is the holy month of Ram-
zan for Muslims, marked by
a period of fasting, business
is relatively down in March,
and we are managing with
the available stock of gas cy-
linders along with firewood
stoves. However, things will
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Officials say if the unrest continues due to the conflict between Iran,

and the United States and Israel, resulting in a further spike in
global oil prices, the crisis could soon spill into household kitchens.

a few days after the prices
of both commercial and
domestic gas cylinders
were increased nationwide
by public sector
companies.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Shahul Hameed, general se-
cretary of All Kerala Cater-
ers’ Association, who runs
Foodwey Catering in Kozhi-
kode, says a good number

of caterers in Kerala may
soon down their shutters
due to the severe shortage
of commercial cooking gas.
“For instance, we need
around seven cylinders per
day. However, we received
hardly two cylinders in the
last two days,” he says.
Swami S., owner of Swa-
mi S. Catering in Thrissur,
says: “We are engaged in

go out of hand if the situa-
tion persists,” he says.

Bound by limitations
Hotel and restaurant own-
ers say they face certain
limitations when it comes
to seeking alternatives.
According to B. Vijayaku-
mar, owner of Nook Restau-
rant in Thiruvananthapu-
ram and district secretary

of Kerala Hotel and Restau-
rant Association, switching
to electric or other alterna-
tives requires time as well
as investment. “The in-
creased charges for com-
mercial cooking gas have al-
ready been burning a hole
in the pockets of hotel own-
ers. In short, if the crisis
persists, the closure of ho-
tels along with a steep hike
in food prices can be ex-
pected,” said Mr.
Vijayakumar.

For the time being, flow
of natural gas, which pow-
ers a section of public vehi-
cles such as autorickshaws
and taxis in Kerala, has not
been affected significantly.
However, the situation can
go out of control, as the
country produces only
around 20% of the total hy-
drocarbons required for
cooking gas and other
fuels, says a senior officer

with the Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC).

Although India has sub-
stantial natural gas reserves
in regions such as Assam
and the Krishna-Godavari
(KG) basin, the country has
yet to fully tap new domes-
tic reserves due to the huge
capital expenditure re-
quired. As a result, it conti-
nues to depend on imports
from different parts of the
world, mainly West Asia.

Officials said if the unrest
continues due to the con-
flict between Iran, and the
United States and Israel, re-
sulting in a further spike in
global oil prices, the crisis
could soon spill into house-
hold kitchens. The Centre
has now increased the mi-
nimum waiting period for
LPG cylinder booking to 25
days, up from 21 days, to
prevent hoarding amid the
West Asia conflict.

Govt. calls meeting
of oil companies

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala government has
called a meeting of oil com-
pany representatives to
discuss the issues related
to the shortage of LPG gas
cylinders. In the meeting,
the oil companies stated
that there was no shortage
in the supply of cylinders
for domestic use, while in-
stitutions like hospitals,
which use cylinders for in-
dustrial purposes, will be
given priority and not be
affected by the
restrictions.

Food and Civil Supplies
Minister G.R. Anil said that
the shortage of cylinders

for industrial purposes has
serious consequences for
Kerala, a consumer State,
and therefore it has been
decided to write a letter to
the Union government re-
questing relaxation in the
restrictions brought in.
Currently, the next book-
ing is possible only after 25
days of booking.

The Minister also direct-
ed to take strict measures
to prevent hoarding and di-
version of gas cylinders. He
also informed that inspec-
tion squads will be formed
under the aegis of the dis-
trict collector and district
supply officers, and the
availability of gas cylinders
will be ensured.

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
No.2, 2/1 and 2/3, Kalidasa Marg, 1st Main Road, Gandhinagar
Bengaluru - 560 009. Phone No. 080-22265383, website: www.kiadb.in

IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-94/3889/2025-26 Date: 10.03.2026

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

Item Rate Tender under two cover bid system is invited for the work mentioned
below as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999 and
Rules 2000 through electronic procurement from eligible Contractors who have
got adequate financial resources, state of the art technology, suitable
construction equipments, technical man power & sufficient past experience for
the the following work as per the schedule given below:

Name of the Work : Establishment of Plug & Play Infrastructure for
Manufacturing / Assembly of Electricity Vehicle Component, battery pack
assembly, charging infrastructure and testing centre at plot no.1B of EV
Block, Harohalli 5th Phase Industrial Area, Ramanagara Taluk, Bengaluru
South District.

The last date and time of receipt of tender is : 26.03.2026 upto 4.00 pm.
Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Sd/-

DIPR/CP/6153/Zen/2025-26 Chief Engineer-1, KIADB Bengaluru
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BO: ARMB, PNB House, Market Road, Emakulam-682 011, Ph: 0484-2350477, Email: cs4459@pnb.bank.in

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,2002.Notice
is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor that the below described immovable
property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physicalisymbolic possession of which has been taken by
the Autharized Officer of the Bank/Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on the
date as mentioned in the table here in below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/Secured Creditor from the respective
borrower (s) and guarantor (s).The reserve price and the eamest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against
respective properties.

[ The auction will be held on 27.03.2026 from 11.00 AM to 05.00 PM |
SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
SL. Name of the Branch, Description of the Immovable

(A) Dt. of Demand Notice u/s 13(2) [(A) Reserve Price

No. Name of the Account Properties Mortgaged / of SARFAESI ACT 2002 (B) Out|(g) EMD
Name & addresses of the Owner's Name (mortgagers | Standing Amount (C) Possession (¢ i |ncrease
N Date u/s 13(4) of SARFAESI ACT
Borrower / Guarantor of property(ies)) 2002 (D) Nature of Possession|Amount
Symbolic/ Physical/ Constructive,
1 | PNB, ARMB Ernakulam [All that part and parcel of property| A) 13(2}-03.02.2020 a) Rs.6,64,00,000/-

consisting of 59.79 ares of land with i i

Mr. Antony John Thadicaran | resenditio building there in Sy.No gg ooguztztfend'"g A,"c',j’”‘i"g ;;3 g; (R“pfes ?";(:"“”’
& Mrs. Mary Antony, 139/4 A2 and 140/8 in Edathuruthy | %2> - Rs.7.01,48,283.05) sixty four |a

Both residing at Thadicaran | Village, Kedungaloor Taluk, Thrissur | (Rupees Seven crore one lakh | only)

House, Edathuruthy, District in the name of Antony John | forty eight thousand two hundred | b) Rs.66,40,000/-
Thrissur-680703. Thadicaran, Thadicaran House,|eighty three and paise five only) | (Rupees Sixty six
M/s. Master Dredging Edathuruthy, Thrissur-680703. | with further interest, Cost and | lakh forty

Company Pvt. Ltd., an:u 'A?ﬁg;?;z &?gr;oﬁrg%gnfjcg charges as applicable. thousand only)

Master Group, PO Box No 1, | paru. South: Property of Mr Thomas. C) Possession Notice - 06.09.2021 | c)Rs.1,00,000/-
Manama, Bahrain-15122 East: Property of Water Authority and | (Symbolic) (Rupees Cne lakh
River. West: Property of Edathuruthy | D) Physical possession only)

Society, Ms Kochu Paru & Road.

Details of the encumbrances known to the secured creditors: No such information known to the best of the knowledge of
Authorized officer. The bidders are requested to do their own due diligence.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 1. The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions: 2. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS
WHAT IS BASIS" and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS" 3. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule herein
above have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable
forany error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation. 4. The Authorized Officer reserves the right to accept any or reject all
bids, if not found acceptable or to postponel/cancelfadjourn/discontinue or vary the terms of the auction at anytime without
assigning any reason whatsoever and his decision in this regard shall be final. 5. The secured asset will not be sold below the
reserve price. 6. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://Baanknet.com on
27.03.2026from 11.00AMt05.00PM. 7. For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer https://Baanknet.com &
www.pnb.bank.in.

Place: Emakulam (Sd/-) Autharized Officer,

Date : 10.03.2026 Punjab National Bank, ARMB, Ernakulam

MATSYAFED

MFED/48/2026-EMC 05/03/2026

RE QUOTATION NOTICE

Sealed Quotations are invited from
IRDA approved / registered Insurance
Companies / Companies for providing
insurance cover to fishermen under
the  Fishermen  Group  Personal
Accident Insurance Scheme 2026-27
implemented by Matsyafed. Further
details can be had from our Notice
Board / Website: www.matsyafed.in.
Last Date:12/03/2026 3:00PM

Sd/- MANAGING DIRECTOR

KERALA STATE CO-OPERATIVE
FEDERATION FOR FISHERIES
DEVELOPMENT LTD (MATSYAFED)
KAMALESWARAM, MANACAUD PO,

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM-695009
Ph: 0471-2458606, 2457172, 2457756
Website: www.matsyafed.in

CM

CHENNAI METRO RAIL LIMITED

(A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of Tamil Nadu)

N 3 (ISO 9001:2015 AND ISO 14001:2015 CERTIFIED)
i pet METROS, ANNA SALAI, NANDANAM, CHENNAI - 600 035.
E-TENDER NOTICE
CMRL invites tender through CPP Portal

(https:/leprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app) from eligible firms who fulfill
the qualification criteria as mentioned in the tender document under
Single Stage Two Cover (Technical & Financial) system for the work
mentioned below:

Tender No. CMRL/CP/TDR-65-CS-DPR/2026 “Consultancy
Assignment for preparation of Detailed Project Report for
Multi - Modal Integration within 500 m Radius of 41 Phase - | Metro
Stations of Chennai Metro Rail Limited (CMRL)".

(i) Bid Documentavailable from: 14 Mar 2026

(ii) Deadline for Bid submission: 13 Apr2026 upto 15:00 Hrs.

For Notice Inviting Tender (NIT),

www.chennaimetrorail.org.

please visit:

Any Corrigendum/Addendum to this publication, if any, would appear
only inthe CPP Portal and will not be published through newspapers.
Sd/-
For Managing Director
Director (Projects)
Chennai Metro Rail Limited

DIPR/1685/TENDER/2026
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