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The shortage of commer-
cial LPG cylinders is threa-
tening to severely impact
the hospitality sector in
Kerala, along with other
key sectors, with the crisis
likely to force many esta-
blishments, including ca-
tering units and hotels, to
shut down within days if
the situation continues.

Although CNG is current-
ly available, the situation
appears precarious and can
disrupt a section of public
transport as a signi�cant
number of vehicles rely on
CNG. If the shortage a�ects
only commercial kitchens
now, it is likely to spill over
to households soon, as
cooking gas stocks are ra-
pidly depleting across the
country, including Kerala.

The crisis worsened just

a few days after the prices
of both commercial and
domestic gas cylinders
were increased nationwide
by public sector
companies.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Shahul Hameed, general se-
cretary of All Kerala Cater-
ers’ Association, who runs
Foodwey Catering in Kozhi-
kode, says a good number

of caterers in Kerala may
soon down their shutters
due to the severe shortage
of commercial cooking gas.
“For instance, we need
around seven cylinders per
day. However, we received
hardly two cylinders in the
last two days,” he says.

Swami S., owner of Swa-
mi S. Catering in Thrissur,
says: “We are engaged in

the vegetarian catering bu-
siness, and Hindus typical-
ly stay away from conduct-
ing weddings during the
Malayalam months of Kum-
bam and Meenam as these
are considered inauspi-
cious. Additionally, since it
is the holy month of Ram-
zan for Muslims, marked by
a period of fasting, business
is relatively down in March,
and we are managing with
the available stock of gas cy-
linders along with �rewood
stoves. However, things will
go out of hand if the situa-
tion persists,” he says.

Bound by limitations
Hotel and restaurant own-
ers say they face certain
limitations when it comes
to seeking alternatives.

According to B. Vijayaku-
mar, owner of Nook Restau-
rant in Thiruvananthapu-
ram and district secretary

of Kerala Hotel and Restau-
rant Association, switching
to electric or other alterna-
tives requires time as well
as investment. “The in-
creased charges for com-
mercial cooking gas have al-
ready been burning a hole
in the pockets of hotel own-
ers. In short, if the crisis
persists, the closure of ho-
tels along with a steep hike
in food prices can be ex-
pected,” said Mr.
Vijayakumar.

For the time being, �ow
of natural gas, which pow-
ers a section of public vehi-
cles such as autorickshaws
and taxis in Kerala, has not
been a�ected signi�cantly.
However, the situation can
go out of control, as the
country produces only
around 20% of the total hy-
drocarbons required for
cooking gas and other
fuels, says a senior o�cer

with the Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC).

Although India has sub-
stantial natural gas reserves
in regions such as Assam
and the Krishna-Godavari
(KG) basin, the country has
yet to fully tap new domes-
tic reserves due to the huge
capital expenditure re-
quired. As a result, it conti-
nues to depend on imports
from di�erent parts of the
world, mainly West Asia.

O�cials said if the unrest
continues due to the con-
�ict between Iran, and the
United States and Israel, re-
sulting in a further spike in
global oil prices, the crisis
could soon spill into house-
hold kitchens. The Centre
has now increased the mi-
nimum waiting period for
LPG cylinder booking to 25
days, up from 21 days, to
prevent hoarding amid the
West Asia con�ict.
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O�icials say if the unrest continues due to the conflict between Iran,

and the United States and Israel, resulting in a further spike in

global oil prices, the crisis could soon spill into household kitchens.

Kerala government has
called a meeting of oil com-
pany representatives to
discuss the issues related
to the shortage of LPG gas
cylinders. In the meeting,
the oil companies stated
that there was no shortage
in the supply of cylinders
for domestic use, while in-
stitutions like hospitals,
which use cylinders for in-
dustrial purposes, will be
given priority and not be
a�ected by the
restrictions.

Food and Civil Supplies
Minister G.R. Anil said that
the shortage of cylinders

for industrial purposes has
serious consequences for
Kerala, a consumer State,
and therefore it has been
decided to write a letter to
the Union government re-
questing relaxation in the
restrictions brought in.
Currently, the next book-
ing is possible only after 25
days of booking.

The Minister also direct-
ed to take strict measures
to prevent hoarding and di-
version of gas cylinders. He
also informed that inspec-
tion squads will be formed
under the aegis of the dis-
trict collector and district
supply o�cers, and the
availability of gas cylinders
will be ensured.
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Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan has directed that all
local bodies in the State
prepare action plans to mi-
tigate the e�ects of sum-
mer heat.

A meeting chaired by
the Chief Minister to miti-
gate disaster strategies as
summer peaks decided to
allocate ₹1 crore each to
District Collectors for activ-
ities to protect against the
e�ects of rising tempera-
tures. District-level meet-
ings should be held to pre-
pare for rising
temperatures, using the
heat action plan modeled
after Moodadi grama pan-
chayat in Kozhikode.

Extreme care should be
taken in the event of
drought, water scarcity,
�re, wild animal raids,
lightning, and health is-
sues caused by heat.

The Health department
should start heat clinics.
All primary health centres
should be equipped with
facilities to provide �rst aid
in the event of heat stroke.

Water kiosks or stalls
should be established in
main markets, squares,
bus stops, and other places
where people tend to gath-
er for longer periods.

Drinking water and
proper ventilation should
be ensured in examination
halls. Existing water kiosks
should be repaired and if
necessary more kiosks
should be set up. At the
same time, quality of water
should be ensured.

The Chief Minister also
directed that steps be ta-
ken to protect farm pro-
duce from daytime heat.

Minister for Revenue K.
Rajan, Minister for Water
Resources Roshy Augus-
tine, Minister for Electrici-
ty K. Krishnankutty, Chief
Secretary A. Jayathilak,
District Collectors, Land
Revenue Commissioner
Jeevan Babu K., and Kerala
State Disaster Management
Authority member secre-
tary Sekhar Kuriakose at-
tended the meeting.
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