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New Delhi:An ambitious vi-
sion document broadly out-
lining a series of  strategic
reforms, capability enhan-
cements and organisational
changes required to bolster
the Indian military was un-
veiled by defence minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday.

The document, prepared
by the Headquarters Inte-
grated Defence Staff  (HQ
IDS), is a strategic blueprint
to transform the Indian
armed forces into a modern,
multi-domain, and integrat-

ed force by the centenary of
India's Independence. The
release of  the ‘Defence
Forces Vision 2047: A Road-
map for a Future-Ready Indi-
an Military’ came eight

months after the military
conflict between India and
Pakistan. Following the May
7 to 10 conflict, all the three
forces were asked to work on
the lessons learnt from it.
The vision document envi-
sages the transformation of
the military into an integrat-
ed, multi-domain and agile
force capable of  deterring
adversaries and to effective-
ly respond to any conflict.

A central pillar of  the vi-
sion is the emphasis on joint-
ness and synergy among the

services, promoting greater
coordination in planning,
operations and capability
development, according to
the defence ministry.

It said the blueprint has
been articulated by Head-
quarters Integrated Defence
Staff  to transform the de-
fence forces into a modern,
integrated and technologi-
cally-advanced military ca-
pable of  supporting India's
aspiration to become 'Viksit
Bharat' (developed India) by
2047. AGENCIES

Blueprint for multi-domain
military reforms unveiled

Defence minister Rajnath Singh 

IANS

In another post, Khaira said, “I
stand by what I said or shared
on social media because this

Rs 1,000 scheme is nothing but a
vote-seeking stunt. If  AAP was
genuinely serious about imple-
menting their promise, they
should have done it in the first
budget and not the last...” 

In the assembly, four women
MLAs of  the ruling AAP —
Amandeep Kaur Arora, Saravjit
Kaur Manuke, Inderjit Kaur
Mann and Jivanjot Kaur — pro-
tested in the well of  the House,
raising slogans and demanding
an apology from Khaira. 

The resolution, moved by
Manuke and endorsed by finance
minister Harpal Singh Cheema,
read: “A post has been put on so-
cial media by member of  vidhan
sabha, Sukhpal Singh Khaira,
stating: ‘How will women who
celebrate the 1,000 rupees month-
ly stipend give birth to warriors
(surmay)?’ This post is a direct in-
sult to women. Furthermore,
since this decision (the welfare
scheme) was taken by this sacred
house, this is also an insult to this
sacred house. This house strong-
ly condemns insult directed at
women, and this sacred house, by
Sukhpal Singh Khaira.” 

Manuke demanded that Khai-
ra tender a public apology and al-

so offer an apology in the Vidhan
Sabha. She added that Khaira
should not be allowed to attend
the proceedings of  the House un-
til then. 

Congress MLAs Tript Rajin-
der Singh Bajwa and Aruna
Chaudhary, too, urged the govt to
wait for Khaira. However, Inder-
jit Kaur Mann said the remark
was clear and did not require any
clarification, while Amandeep
Kaur said it was shameful for
Congress members to defend
Khaira. 

Earlier, the issue was raised
during question hour by Chee-
ma, prompting protests from
AAP MLAs and forcing the
speaker to adjourn the house for
half  an hour. 

Reading out Khaira’s Face-
book post, Cheema accused the
Congress of  insulting women
and asked its MLAs whether they
would apologise for the remarks. 

Speaker Kultar Singh Sand-
hwan later conducted a voice vote
on the resolution. When the mo-
tion was first put to vote, most
Congress MLAs remained silent,
prompting minister Aman Arora
to demand that the party clearly
state its position. The speaker
then conducted the vote twice
more, ruling that continued si-
lence would be treated as opposi-
tion to the motion before declar-
ing it adopted. 

During the debate, Bajwa ar-
gued that Khaira had not specifi-
cally referred to dalit women. Ar-
ora countered that the comment
insulted all women in the state,
prompting the speaker to an-
nounce that the wording of  the
resolution would be amended ac-
cordingly. 

‘Bar Khaira
from House

proceedings’ 
�Continued from P 1

SAD MLA Ganieve Kaur Majithia
received support from Congress
legislators as she criticised the
ruling party over its own remarks
about women. She objected to
AAP MLAs laughing while she
spoke and questioned whether
the party would condemn the
chief minister’s “improper”
references to women in
speeches. There were heated
exchanges between Ganieve and
the AAP’s women MLAs even
after the SAD MLA’s mic was
switched off. Congress MLA
Aruna Chaudhary also accused
the govt of disrespecting women,
citing incidents where protesting
teachers were allegedly
manhandled. AAP women MLAs,
including Inderjit Kaur Mann,
Amandeep Kaur and Jivanjot
Kaur, stood up to counter
Ganieve’s criticism. 

Ganieve tears 
into AAP 
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