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New Delhi: It was the 1981 clas-
sic ‘Silsila’ and its unforgettab-
le song ‘dekha ek khwab’, fil-
med amid breathtaking tulip
fields of  Keukenhof  in the Net-
herlands, which first introdu-
ced Indian audiences to the en-
chanting world of  vibrant tu-
lips. Many started dreaming
of  wandering through the fi-
elds with endless ribbons of
colour.

Forty-five years later, the
dream has come true as tu-
lips are blooming across Del-
hi, transforming its familiar
avenues into carpets of  red,
yellow, pink and purple.

Since 2017, New Delhi Mu-
nicipal Council (NDMC) has
been planting tulips across
Lutyens’ Delhi, and year af-
ter year, they continue to re-
create a slice of  the magic on-
ce seen on the silver screen.

Celebrating this floral
bridge between India and the
Netherlands, Marisa Ge-
rards, Dutch ambassador to
India, and her husband, Pe-
ter Knoope, hosted a special
tulip walk at her residence on
Sunday. Nearly 50,000 tulips
burst into bloom at her resi-
dence, bringing a touch of
Keukenhof ’s iconic charm to
Delhi.

“There are 3,000 varieties
of  tulips, ranging from clas-
sic single-colour blooms to
rare and dramatic forms. At
the height of  their populari-
ty, varieties were given grand
titles such as ‘Admiral’ and
‘General’, and some were
even named after historical
figures,” said Gerards.

Recalling a unique cultu-
ral connection between the
two countries, she said a rare
yellow-and-red tulip had be-
en named after actor Aishwa-
rya Rai Bachchan in 2005. Ex-
pressing her admiration for
India’s achievers, Gerards
said, “There are people in In-
dia who do extraordinary
work. I would like to pursue
the idea of  naming one of  the
varieties of  tulips after an In-
dian celebrity or political fi-
gure.”

Drawing a parallel betwe-

en national symbols of  the two
countries, she said, “Just as
the lotus is deeply rooted in In-
dian culture, the tulip is inse-
parable from the Netherlands’
identity. More than a seasonal
bloom, it represents optimism
and a fresh promise of  spring.”

Originally from central
Asia, tulips were embraced by
the Ottoman empire before be-
ing introduced to Europe in

the 16th century. Over time,
they became embedded in the
Dutch cultural identity — evol-
ving from ornamental garden
flowers into global icons. “Du-
ring the world wars, our ances-
tors even survived on tulip
bulbs when there was nothing
else to eat,” Gerards said.

In the 17th century, tulips
became so coveted in the Net-
herlands that they triggered
the famed ‘Tulip Mania’, with
rare bulbs traded at prices
comparable to that of  a hou-
se. Though the frenzy eventu-
ally subsided, the flower’s
global appeal only deepened.

“Last year, after the flowe-
ring season ended, we harves-
ted some of  the bulbs and re-
planted them in the green

patch outside our residence.
The response was mixed... we
are now focusing on timely
preservation for better re-
sults next year,” said Knoope.

Gerards acknowledged
Delhi’s success in cultivating
tulips despite its warmer cli-
mate while emphasising the
need to explore varieties that
last longer. Typically planted
in late Dec during the peak
winter, the bulbs mature by
Jan. With the onset of  spring in
early Feb, they flower. The blo-
om usually lasts for 15 to 20 da-
ys.

This year, over 5.1 lakh
tulip bulbs were procured,
with 3.2 lakh allocated to
NDMC and 1.9 lakh to Delhi
Development Authority.

Delhi savours slice of Holland &
‘Silsila’ as tulip dreams come true
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Noida: A 55-year-old woman
died and five others were in-
jured after an SUV cruising at
100kmph on Noida Expressway
crashed into two vans near Sec-
tor 82 early on Sunday. Police
said a Mahindra Scorpio hit
two Maruti Eeco vans from be-
hind just seconds apart. The
impact caused one of  the vans
and the SUV to overturn on the
carriageway from Delhi.

The occupants of  the two
Eecos were travelling towards
Greater Noida around 3am
when the Scorpio — registered
in Sagar district of  Madhya
Pradesh — ploughed into them
one after the other. “They were
returning from the wedding of
a relative in Delhi and were on
their way towards Greater Noi-
da when a Mahindra Scorpio
hit both vans from behind,”
said Praveen Singh, ACP-1.

A senior officer said the
Scorpio was travelling at over
100 kmph when the accident oc-
curred. A passer-by alerted po-
lice on dial 112, following which a
team reached the spot and shift-
ed the injured passengers to a
nearby hospital. The woman —
Asha Devi of  Risauli village in
Budaun — later succumbed to
her injuries. TNN

SUV at 100kmph
crashes into two
vans on e-way,

woman dies 

New Delhi: For Puja Praja-
pati and her family, the exci-
tement of  the occasion out-
weighed the long wait. Puja,
her husband Amit and son
Prithvi travelled from Bura-
ri to the Sarai Kale Khan
RRTS station around noon
on Sunday, hoping to board
the Namo Bharat train to
Meerut. After reaching the
station, they learnt that ser-
vice would begin at 6 pm.

Undeterred, the family
waited nearly six hours and
bought the first ticket to Be-

gumpul at 5.45 pm, soon after
the counter opened. “Earlier,
I could visit my family in Me-
erut’s Ganga Nagar only du-
ring my son’s school holida-
ys. Now, I can make a quick
trip and return the same day,”
said Puja, an artist.

After boarding the pre-
mium coach, the family
clicked selfies to mark the
moment. “We travelled on
the Namo Bharat between
Anand Vihar and Meerut So-
uth earlier, but we were keen
to board from the origina-
ting station the first day,”
Amit, an accountant, said.
The opening day saw a stea-

dy flow of  passengers at the
Sarai Kale Khan station.
The 82-km journey from Sa-
rai Kale Khan to Modipu-
ram takes about 58 minutes
for Rs 210, the maximum
standard fare. 

Passengers opting for the
premium coach have to pay
20% extra. Trains are sche-
duled at intervals of  about 8-
10 minutes. Though a 55-km
section covering 11 stations
from New Ashok Nagar to
Meerut South was operatio-
nal, the entire corridor, in-
cluding the originating sta-
tion of  Sarai Kale Khan and
three stations in Uttar Pra-

mute home. “Earlier, I had to
take a bus that stopped frequ-
ently and took around 2.5 ho-
urs to reach Meerut. Travel-
ling with luggage was diffi-
cult. Now I can reach home in
less than an hour.” 

The service is also benefits
passengers boarding from the
intermediate cities. Arshi
Khan, a private-sector employ-
ee, said she chose the train to
reach her home in Ghaziabad
faster. “It helps me avoid traf-
fic and saves time,” she said.

Some families used the oc-
casion for short leisure trips.
Ravindra Kumar, a professor,
travelled with his wife Su-

reksha Pawar and two child-
ren to Modipuram. “We wan-
ted to experience the train for
the first time, visit our relati-
ves for dinner and return the
same day,” he said.

Vijay Lokesh, of  Modina-
gar, arrived at Sarai Kale
Khan from Gurgaon with his
family via the Delhi Metro.
“We didn’t know earlier that
the Metro station and the Na-
mo Bharat station are con-
nected by a foot overbridge.
We had walked along the road
to reach the RRTS station,”
he said, adding that the seam-
less integration would make
travel far more convenient.

desh — Shatabdi Nagar, Be-
gumpul and Modipuram —
were opened to the public on
Sunday by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. 

Many turned up simply
for a joy ride. Mohan Rathore
and his son, 12-year-old Sart-
hak, waited for almost seven
hours at Sarai Kale Khan to
board the first train. “My son
and I had heard about it so
much and we are excited to ta-
ke a ride,” said Rathore. For
many, the biggest advantage
is reduced travel time. Vipin
Kumar, who returned from
Srinagar to Delhi, said the
service would ease his com-

People Throng Sarai Kale Khan Station On Day 1, Family Waits For 6 Hours For First Ticket
Namo Bharat Launch: Joyride For Delhi Commuters
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TO WOW:  
Passengers 
celebrate the 
launch of the 
Sarai Kale Khan–
Meerut RRTS 
corridor, 
boarding the 
Namo Bharat 
train on its 
opening day and 
marking a faster, 
smoother 
commute
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ALL SMILES

WELCOME WITH ROSES
CAPTURING MOMENTS  

TICKETS TO TOMORROW

DEPARTMENT OF MINING AND GEOLOGY
GOVERNMENT OF KERALA | Email: auo.dir.dmg@kerala.gov.in

“Invitation of bids for grant of Mining Lease for Bauxite and Aluminous Laterite minerals”
In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 10 (B) of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act,
1957 and in accordance with the Mineral (Auction) Rules, 2015 notified thereunder, as amended from time to time,
the Government of Kerala has identified a Mineral Block for Auction under Mining Lease.

Financial bids shall be submitted in digital format only, while technical bids shall be submitted in both digital and
physical formats by eligible bidders.Detailed Tender Documents, eligibility conditions, timelines, and other relevant
information are available exclusively on the e-auction portal of MSTC Limited
( https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/mlcln/ ). Interested bidders must register on the portal to ob-
tain login credentials and may participate in the auction only after online purchase of the Tender Document upon
payment of the prescribed fee. Any revisions, corrigenda, addenda, or time extensions shall be published only on the
e-auction portal. The Model Tender Document and Mineral Block Summary are available free of cost on the same
portal.Key events and their timelines are as under:

No- Date: February 24, 2026

Sd/- Director
Department of Mining and Geology,KeralaRO No. D3/198/2026/I&PRD

Sl.No Name of the Block District Mineral Price of Tender Document
without GST (in INR)

1 Narala Bauxite Block Kasaragod Bauxite & Aluminous
Laterite 5,00,000

Note: GST is payable by Reverse Charge mechanism

Event Description Date
Date of Publication of Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) Tuesday, February 24, 2026
Pre-Bid Conference Thursday, March 19, 2026
Last date for purchase of Block Specific Tender Docu-
ment, after payment of a tender fee

on or before 17:00 hours (IST) of
Monday, April 13, 2026

The last date for submission of the Technical Bid and
initial price offer

on or before 17:00 hours (IST) of
Monday, April 20, 2026

Notice Inviting Tender
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