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VIJAYAWADA 

Steps to 
make 1000 
litres tank 
available 

Vijayawada Municipal 
Corporation (VMC) 

Commissioner Dhyana-
chandra has instructed the 
officials to complete the 
construction of a water 
tank at Rani Gari Garden 
in Vijayawada and make it 
available. On Tuesday 
morning, as part of his 
visit, he visited the Rani 
gari Thota and Krishna 
Lanka and inspected the 
ground level conditions. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
the Commissioner said 
that the reservoir of 1000 
litres capacity is being built 
in the Rani Gari Thota. He 
instructed the officials to 
complete the construction 
work of the reservoir at the 
earliest and establish a dis-
tribution network so that 
drinking water can be sup-
plied to the people at the 
earliest. He said that the 
work being done under 
AMRUT 2.0 should be 
completed quickly so that 
people can get better facil-
ities. He instructed the of-
ficials to increase the 
green belt on the Krishna 
Lanka National Highway 
and take steps to provide a 
healthy environment to the 
people. 
 
MACHILIPATNAM 

Collector calls 
for expedition 
of employment 
guarantee 
works 

Krishna District Collec-
tor DK Balaji has in-

structed the officials to 
expedite the completion of 
employment guarantee 
works in the district by 
March 15. On Tuesday 
afternoon, the District Col-
lector held a video confer-
ence with the field officers 
from their camp office and 
reviewed the progress of 
employment guarantee 
works. Speaking on the oc-
casion, the District Collec-
tor said that out of the 
work of employment guar-
antee works worth Rs 
108.44 crore in the district, 
progress of Rs 47 crore 
has been made so far. Out 
of this, 43 per cent of the 
bills have been uploaded 
for payment. He said that 
the work of the remaining 
Rs 61 crore should be com-
pleted by March 15 and the 
bills should be uploaded. 
He said that it is the re-
sponsibility of all to ensure 
timely utilization of the 
funds sanctioned by the 
government so that they 
do not get wasted. 

NEWS in 
SHORT
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The Tirumala Tirupati Devastha-
nams (TTD) has initiated major re-
forms in the procurement of cow 
ghee used for preparing the sacred 
Srivari Laddu prasadam, aiming to 
restore and strengthen devotees’ 
confidence in the quality and purity 
of the temple offering. The new 
measures, introduced under the 
leadership of TTD Chairman B.R. 
Naidu and the newly constituted 
TTD Board, are designed to enhance 
transparency, enforce stringent 
quality standards, and eliminate any 
scope for irregularities in the pro-
curement process. 

The reforms come in the wake of 
criticism and doubts raised by devo-
tees prior to 2024 regarding the 
taste and quality of the famed Tiru-
mala laddu. Responding to these 
concerns, TTD undertook a com-
prehensive overhaul of its ghee pro-
curement policy, introducing several 
structural and technological safe-
guards. 

As part of the revamped system, 
TTD has significantly reduced the 
geographical procurement radius 
for ghee transportation from 1,500 
kilometres to 800 kilometres to pre-
vent deterioration in quality during 

transit. Additionally, all tankers 
transporting ghee are now required 
to be fitted with GPS lock systems, 
enabling continuous monitoring 
throughout transportation to ensure 
tamper-proof delivery. 

TTD has also implemented rigor-
ous quality testing protocols. These 
include mandatory evaluation of 
dairy production capacity through 
the MRL Score Board system, com-
pliance with FSSR 2.1.8 regulations, 
milk fat purity testing under ISO 
17678:2019 standards, and sensory 
quality assessment as per IS Code 
7770:1975. 

To prevent monopolisation and 
ensure competitive procurement, 
TTD conducted tenders in seven 
phases for the supply of 65 lakh kilo-
grams of ghee for the 2024-25 

period. Seven major dairy com-
panies participated in the transpar-
ent bidding process. According to 
TTD, Karnataka Milk Federation’s 
‘Nandini’ brand secured four 
tenders, followed by Mother Dairy 
and Indapur Dairy with two tenders 
each, while Sangam Dairy secured 
one tender. Premier Agri Dairy, Kol-
hapur-based Gokul Dairy, and Go-
vind Milk did not qualify for tender 
allocation after evaluation. 

Chairman B.R. Naidu stated that 
ensuring the highest purity and 
quality of laddu prasadam remains 
TTD’s foremost responsibility. In an 
official statement released through 
social media, he asserted that the 
entire tender process was con-
ducted transparently and strictly in 
accordance with established norms, 
rejecting allegations of favouritism 
or irregularities. 

Addressing claims that Nandini 
Dairy had been excluded, Naidu 
clarified that the company actually 
secured four out of seven tenders 
conducted since 2024, qualifying to 
supply 40 lakh kilograms of ghee, 
accounting for nearly 62 per cent of 
TTD’s total requirement. He also 
pointed out that between 2019 and 
2024, Nandini had not secured any 
tenders from TTD.
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The Water Board MD Ashok 
Reddy on Tuesday made a sur-
prise inspection of the emerg-
ency repair work of the 1200 
mm dia PSC gravity main 
pipeline that was damaged at 
Manikonda in the early hours 
of this morning . He discussed 
the progress of the work being 
done there with the officials. 
He ordered that the road re-
pair work be carried out as 
soon as the pipeline expansion 
work to be undertaken by the 
Jalmandali is completed. 

He inquired about the latest 
status of the repair work. He 
said that the operations and 
maintenance and transmission 
officials should take up the 
work in coordination. He 
suggested that water be sup-
plied through tankers to the 
areas where water supply 
was disrupted due to leak-
age so that the people do not 
face any difficulties. He or-
dered that the work be 
completed as soon as poss-
ible and the water supply be 
restored. 

 The 1200 mm dia PSC 
gravity main pipeline run-
ning from Khanapur to Bo-
jagutta was found to have 
burst near the Nagulamma 
Temple in Manikonda at 
2:40 am today . As soon as 
the information was re-
ceived, water supply from 
Singapore and Khanapur 
was immediately stopped at 

3:00 am to avoid further water 
wastage . 

The repair work was under-
taken on an emergency basis 
and the restoration work 
started at 7:00 am . The 
damaged pipe section is 
being replaced by installing 
1150 mm. diameter MS bar-
rels. The work is currently 
ongoing. The repairs are 
likely to be completed by 
7:00 pm today . After the re-
pair work is completed, the 
water supply will be re-
stored in a phased manner. 

Affected areas: There 

was a disruption in water 
supply in some areas under 
the jurisdictionof Gandipet , 
Kokapet , Narsingi , Manchi-
revula , Puppalaguda , Khana-
pur , Manikonda , and 
Shakepet Reservoir Com-
mand.. and areas under the ju-
risdiction of Bojagutta 
Reservoir Command. 

Water Board undertakes surprise 
inspection in Manikonda

Forum urges 
CM to fast-
track 2010 
liquor scam METRO INDIA NEWS | HYDERABAD  

Doctors caution that relying solely on the 
commonly used HbA1c test may delay the 
detection of diabetes, as it often identifies 
the disease only after blood sugar levels 
have already risen. They say earlier warn-
ing signs can sometimes be identified 
through fasting insulin levels and the Ho-
meostasis Model Assessment for Insulin 
Resistance (HOMA-IR), which assess insu-
lin resistance — a key driver of type 2 dia-
betes. 

HbA1c reflects average blood glucose 
over the previous two to three months and 
remains a standard diagnostic and moni-
toring tool. However, Dr. E. Ravi Shanker, 
Senior Consultant Endocrinologist at 
Apollo Hospitals, highlights its limitations. 

He notes that in patients with anemia, 
chronic kidney or liver disease, and cer-
tain genetic blood disorders, HbA1c re-
sults may be misleading. Variations 
between laboratories can also affect accu-
racy. 

Despite these drawbacks, HbA1c re-
mains widely used due to its convenience 
and accessibility. Yet individuals may still 
face high diabetes risk even with normal 
HbA1c levels — particularly in India, 
where genetic predisposition, sedentary 
lifestyles, and metabolic syndrome are 
common. 

Dr. Shanker emphasizes that HOMA-
IR is not recommended as a routine di-
agnostic test and is not suitable for all 
health packages. However, when used se-
lectively, it may help assess long-term 

metabolic risk. Early signs of insulin re-
sistance can include central obesity, fa-
tigue after meals, sugar cravings, 
darkened skin patches (acanthosis ni-
gricans), and high triglycerides. Ex-
perts recommend a 
personalized screen-
ing approach that 
considers age, body 
mass index, family his-
tory, and lifestyle. 
Combining traditional 
glucose tests with tar-
geted metabolic as-
sessment may enable 
earlier intervention 
and help prevent the 
progression of dia-
betes. 

HbA1c alone may miss early diabetes; 
experts call for broader screening
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The Forum for Good Govern-
ance has urged the Telangana 
Chief Minister to take im-
mediate steps to ensure 
speedy disposal of long-pend-
ing cases related to the 2010 
liquor scam, citing prolonged 
delays and lack of action de-
spite multiple investigations. 

In a representation sub-
mitted by its President M. 
Padmanabha Reddy to CM A 
Revanth Reddy, the forum 
highlighted that the scam, 
which allegedly involved min-
isters, legislators and officials 
from the Prohibition and Ex-
cise and Police departments, 
led to the constitution of a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT). However, the SIT was 
abruptly wound up, and the 
inquiry was later transferred 
to the Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB). 

According to the forum, 
the ACB registered 48 cases 
involving over 1,100 officials 
and 174 non-officials, includ-
ing bribery and benami allot-
ments of liquor shops. 
Prosecution orders were is-
sued against 929 officials in 
2012, but little progress has 
been reported since the bifur-
cation of Andhra Pradesh. 

Information obtained 
through an RTI reply dated 
February 5, 2026, revealed 
that prosecution permission 
was granted in 316 cases re-
lated to the Prohibition and 
Excise department, with 
many referred for disciplinary 
or departmental inquiries. 
However, none of the cases 
appear to have reached final 
disposal. 

TTD INTRODUCES SWEEPING 
REFORMS IN GHEE PROCUREMENT

Hyderabad:  Violence broke 
out during the election pro-
cess for the chairperson and 
deputy chairperson of Kyat-
hanpally Municipality on 
Tuesday when members of 
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) launched an attack on 
the convoy of Labour Minister 
G. Vivek Venkataswamy and 
Peddapalli MP Gaddam Vamsi 
Krishna, hurling stones that 
resulted in damage to their ve-
hicles and injuries to a police 
constable and two others. 

The outbreak of violence oc-
curred after law enforcement 
intervened to prevent BRS MLA 
Kova Lakshmi and former MLA 
Balka Suman from entering the 
municipal council hall. As ten-
sions heightened between the 
BRS and Congress factions, po-
lice responded with a lathi-
charge to regain control of the 
situation. 

In response to the escalat-
ing unrest, agitated BRS sup-
porters targeted the convoy of 
Minister Vivek and MP Vamsi 
with stones as they ap-
proached to cast their votes, 
resulting in damage to the 
sides of both vehicles. 

Images and videos depict-
ing BRS leader Balka Suman 
engaging in unruly behavior 
and actively participating in 
the removal of barricades 
have circulated widely on so-
cial media, underscoring his 
involvement as a principal in-
stigator of the incident.

Violence erupts  
in Kyathanpally 
municipality 
chairperson elections
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Andhra Pradesh Minister for 
Education, IT and Electronics 
Nara Lokesh on Tuesday 
launched a strong attack on 
the previous government’s 
education policies, stating that 
the controversial G.O. 117 is-
sued during 2019-24 drove 
poor students away from gov-
ernment schools and 
weakened the public educa-
tion system. 

Responding to a question 
raised by Palasa MLA Gouthu 
Sirisha during the Assembly 
Question Hour, Lokesh said 
the present government ful-
filled its electoral promise by 
scrapping the order soon after 
coming to power. He alleged 
that despite the implementa-
tion of the Nadu-Nedu pro-
gramme under the previous 
administration, as many as 233 
schools were pushed towards 

closure. 
The minister emphasized 

that strengthening classroom-
level teaching remains central 
to education reforms. “The 
One Class-One Teacher policy 
is crucial for improving learn-
ing outcomes. Earlier, only 
about 3 per cent of schools fol-
lowed this model; we have 
now increased it to 33 per 
cent,” he said, adding that the 
reform would significantly en-
hance academic performance 
and examination results. 

Lokesh stated that the gov-
ernment has identified five key 
infrastructure priorities for 
school development, leak-
proof buildings, proper paint-
ing, benches, functional toilets, 
and safe drinking water facil-
ities. He revealed that a state-
wide rating system had been 
introduced for government 
schools, noting that none cur-
rently qualify for a five-star 

rating. Nearly 40 per cent of 
schools fall within the one- and 
two-star categories, and the 
government’s goal is to up-
grade all institutions to at least 
three- and four-star standards. 

He assured the Assembly 
that pending infrastructure 
works would be completed on 
a war footing, particularly in 
areas facing shortages of class-
rooms. The minister disclosed 
that School Management 
Committee (SMC) accounts 
currently hold Rs. 200 crore, 
while an additional Rs. 800 
crore has been allocated in the 
state budget. Together, nearly 
Rs. 1,000 crore is expected to 
be spent next year to 
strengthen basic infrastruc-
ture in government schools. 
Lokesh also announced that 
steps would be taken to clear 
pending bills related to works 
executed between 2014 and 
2019.

Lokesh slams previous 
regime over school policies 
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A program on the topic “Govern-
ance, Growth & Global Leadership: 
India @ 2047” was held at NALSAR 
University of Law on Monday. It was 
graced by Vice Chancellor Sri 
Krishna Deva Rao and Professor 
Subba Rao, along with faculty 
members and students. The lecture 
drew additional attention due to the 
surprise attendance of Rangarajan, 
Priest of Chilkur Balaji Temple, sym-
bolizing the convergence of civiliza-
tion ethos and contemporary public 
policy dialogue. The event con-
cluded with a call for collective na-

tional responsibility to ensure that 
India @ 2047 reflects shared pros-

perity, strong governance, and prin-
cipled global leadership.

Program on India @ 2047 held at NALSAR


