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GUWAHATI, March 9: As a follow-
up action to the Cabinet decision tak-
en on February 26, 2026, the Assam
government has asked the P&RD
Commissioner, GBSIPRD Director,
and ASRLMS Mission Director to
identify the employees eligible for
the continuation of service up to 60
years of age for certain contractual
employees working under their re-
spective jurisdictions.

Identify P&RD contractual employees
eligible for service up to 60 years: Dispur

According to an official letter is-
sued by the department at Dispur, the
decision to continue the service of
certain contractual employees up to
60 years of age was approved by the
state cabinet in its meeting held on
February 26, 2026.

The approval applies to contrac-
tual employees of the department as
well as staff working under the As-
sam State Rural Livelihoods Mission
(ASRLMS) and the Golap Borbora
State Institute of Panchayat & Rural

Development (GBSIPRD).
As per the Cabinet decision, con-

tractual employees who have ren-
dered continuous service for 10 years
or more in the department and at-
tained the age of 45 years or above as
of January 1, 2026, will be allowed
to continue their service up to the age
of 60 years.

The letter stated that all other con-
tractual employees will continue un-
der their existing service conditions
without any change.
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GUWAHATI, March 9:
Dispur Police arrested four
individuals during a late-
night operation in the city
for allegedly possessing
and preparing to distrib-
ute a large quantity of
printed materials contain-
ing allegations against
Chief Minister Dr Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (East) Tabu Ram
Pegu said the recovery was
made during routine pa-
trolling at a housing soci-
ety in Rukmini Gaon and
an investigation has been

Police arrest 4 for ‘defamatory
leaflets’ against CM

launched to determine the
source and intended dis-
tribution of the printed
materials.

"When the  vehic le
was  checked,  a  huge
quantity of printed leaf-
lets, around 10 lakh, was
discovered. The materi-
als contained allegations
agains t  Chief  Minis te r
Himanta  Biswa Sarma
and were meant for large-
scale distribution. Con-
sidering the sensitive time
ahead of elections and
possible law-and-order
ramifications, we regis-
tered a case and started an
investigation," Pegu said.

Three arrested with
stolen copper items
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GUWAHATI, March 9: A team
from Dispur Police Station ap-
prehended three persons dur-
ing an operation linked to a theft
case and recovered several sto-
len copper items from their pos-
session. The arrested individu-
als were identified as Mehedi
Alom of Lahorighat, Ajmal Ali
of Patacharkuchi and Sahabud-
din Khan of Notboma Panchali.

Police said the operation led
to the recovery of stolen copper
pipes along with a large quanti-
ty of other copper materials be-
lieved to have been taken from
different locations. The seized
items were taken into custody
and the accused were arrested
in connection with the case.

Man arrested
with heroin
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GUWAHATI, March 9: A team
from Basistha Police Station ar-
rested a suspected drug ped-
dler after recovering heroin
during a raid carried out at Na-
tun Bazaar in the city.

The accused, identified as
Mimin Touthang alias Alex, 33, a
resident of Khanapara in Megha-
laya, was apprehended from a hide-
out during the operation. Police
recovered four soap boxes con-
taining heroin weighing around 47
grams from his possession. Offic-
ers also seized a scooty bearing
registration number MN01Y9415
along with a mobile phone believed
to be used by the accused.

BSF's 67th Pension
Adalat on March 11
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GUWAHATI, March 9: The
Border Security Force (BSF)
Guwahati Frontier will organ-
ize the 67th Pension Adalat
on March 11, at the Frontier
Headquarters in Patgaon,
Assam. The session will run
from 9.30 am to 5 pm and
will provide a forum for BSF
pensioners and their family
members from the seven
states of the Northeastern
region to address pension-
related grievances. Officials
and pension authorities will
attend the Adalat and will re-
view issues related to docu-
mentation, payments and
other pending matters.
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GUWAHATI, March 9:
The Sadou Asom
Prathamik TET Uttirna
Shikshak Samaj (SAP-
TUSS) has expressed deep
concern over the unre-
solved issues faced by thou-
sands of primary TET-qual-
ified teachers working un-
der the Samagra Shiksha
scheme in Assam.

Addressing to the media,
SAPTUSS president
Trailokya Deka and general
secretary Kulajit Thakuria
stated that, in accordance
with the provisions of the
Right to Education Act,
2009, the authorities ap-
pointed TET-qualified
teachers under the Sarba
Shiksha Abhiyan (now Sa-
magra Shiksha) with the aim
of strengthening the state's
primary education system.

The teachers have been
receiving salaries at par
with regular teachers under
the revised pay structure
(ROP) since 2013. Moreo-
ver, as per a directive ap-
proved by the Governor of
Assam in 2020, the govern-

Resolve pending issues: TET teachers’ body
ment assured them benefits
equivalent to those of oth-
er regular government em-
ployees along with job se-
curity up to the age of 60.
However, they alleged that
the authorities have still not
implemented several prom-
ised benefits in practice.

The teachers later ap-
proached the court seeking
regularisation with salary
protection, but several relat-
ed matters remain under con-
sideration within the Sama-
gra Shiksha framework.

According to SAPTUSS,
Ranoj Pegu, Education Min-
ister of Assam, held an offi-
cial meeting on November
12, 2025, with a 30-member
delegation of SAPTUSS.
During the discussion, the
minister reportedly assured
that the authorities would
resolve long-pending issues
within one month. These in-
cluded correction of anoma-
lies in the pay structure, im-
plementation of Modified
Assured Career Progression
Scheme (MACPS) time-scale
benefits, access to the Chief
Minister Lokseva Arogya
Yojana, zero-cost insurance

coverage, and loan facilities
under the Apun Ghar scheme
and Apun Bahan scheme.

However, nearly four
months have passed since
the assurance, and they
claimed that the department
has taken no effective steps
so far. As a result, around
10,000 teachers across the
state have expressed dissat-
isfaction over what they
described as prolonged ad-
ministrative neglect.

They stated that repeat-
ed delays and bureaucratic
hurdles have deprived
teachers of their legitimate
entitlements for years. They
have now urged Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma
to intervene directly and
ensure the immediate reso-
lution of the pending issues.

Expressing disappoint-
ment, SAPTUSS said that at
a time when the govern-
ment claims rapid develop-
ment across Assam, the
problems of primary TET-
qualified teachers-who are
working to strengthen the
state's primary education
system-continue to remain
neglected.
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GUWAHATI, March 9:
The Assam Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (APCC)
has strongly condemned the
incident in which copies of
the Congress charge sheet
were seized by the police in
Guwahati last night while
they were being transport-
ed for distribution.

Reacting to the matter,
APCC President Gaurav Go-
goi said that the Bharatiya
Janata Party government is
running an authoritarian re-
gime and is preventing the
Opposition from taking the
charge sheet against the
government to the people.
He also said that the people
of Assam will give a fitting
reply to this in 2026.

Speaking at a press con-
ference in Delhi today, Go-
goi said, "The Chief Minis-
ter of Assam tries to portray
himself as a very brave and
powerful leader. But today,
some pamphlets published
by the Assam Congress have
been seized by Himanta
Biswa Sarma's police. The
Chief Minister was so fright-
ened by a few sheets of pa-
per that he had them confis-
cated through the police.
The BJP has failed to fulfil
the promises it made to the

Teachers' body calls
off March 12 protest
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GUWAHATI, March 9: The As-
sam State Primary Teachers' As-
sociation (ASPTA) has called off
its proposed protest programme
of burning the academic calendar
scheduled for March 12 after the
authorities revised the dates of the
Foundational Literacy Survey
(FLS) on March 7.

In a statement, ASPTA pres-
ident Nilakshi Gogoi and general
secretary Ratul Chandra Goswa-
mi said the protest had been
planned in response to a direc-
tive issued on February 25 by the
State Council of Educational Re-
search and Training Assam
(SCERT), which altered previ-
ously scheduled dates in the ac-
ademic calendar for conducting
the Foundational Literacy Survey
in 458 schools across the state.

Young girl jumps
from Saraighat Bridge
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GUWAHATI, March 9: A young
girl jumped from the Saraighat
Bridge into the Brahmaputra
River in Jalukbari on Monday
morning, police said.

The incident occurred at
around 9.40 am, triggering pan-
ic among commuters and pe-
destrians on the bridge. Eyewit-
nesses reported that the girl sud-
denly leapt into the river,
prompting immediate efforts by
bystanders and rescue person-
nel to save her. One eyewitness
present at the spot said rescue
teams quickly attempted to as-
sist the girl after she fell into the
water. According to the witness,
rescuers threw a rubber tube
into the river in an effort to help
her stay afloat, but the attempt
proved unsuccessful.

Personnel from the State Dis-
aster Response Force (SDRF) were
soon deployed and launched a
search and rescue operation in the
river near the bridge. Despite their
efforts, the girl could not be res-
cued in time. Authorities stated that
the identity of the deceased has not
yet been established, and efforts are
under way to determine the circum-
stances that led to the incident.

Charge sheet row: Congress
questions over police action

people of Assam. The
charge sheet highlighting
the failures of the ruling par-
ty has been seized. Is this the
strength and courage of
Himanta Biswa Sarma?"

Meanwhile, following
the incident, Assam Mahila
Congress President Meera
Borthakur and Media De-
partment Chairman Bedab-
rat Bora visited Dispur Po-
lice Station to inquire un-
der what circumstances the
charge sheets were seized.

After learning that the
BJP government had alleg-
edly used the Assam Police
as its instrument, Meera
Borthakur said, "We had
formally released the charge
sheet through a press con-
ference. We had explained
what the BJP has done and
what it has failed to do for
public welfare. The charge
sheet was released on the
day Priyanka Gandhi visit-
ed Assam. The copies were
printed yesterday and were
being transported in a truck.
However, the Assam Police
detained the vehicle and
took four youths to the po-
lice station."

Borthakur also said that
the Congress will take legal
action against the detention
of innocent youths and the
seizure of the charge sheets.
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GUWAHATI, March 9: Cot-
ton University signed a Letter
of Intent (LoI) to join the NER-
Japan International Academic
and Research Consortium at
Indian Institute of Technology
Guwahati (IITG).

The agreement was signed
by Vice Chancellor Ramesh
Chandra Deka along with IIT
Guwahati Director Devendra
Jalihal and President of Gifu
University Kazuhiro Yoshida.

CU joins India-Japan academic
research consortium

Speaking on the occasion,
Prof. Ramesh Ch Deka ex-
pressed optimism about the
University's entry into the con-
sortium. "This partnership
opens a new chapter for Cotton
University in international aca-
demic cooperation. It provides
our faculty and students with a
platform to engage with lead-
ing Japanese institutions, ex-
plore cutting-edge research ar-
eas, and contribute to the aca-
demic landscape of the North
Eastern Region," he said.


