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A CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, Feb 18: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) national presi-
dent Nitin Nabin on Wednesday
sought to energize booth commit-
tees and reinforce last-mile connec-
tivity with voters as he addressed a
massive Pristha Pramukh Sanmilan
at the Mancotta Field here. This is
the first visit of Nitin Nabin to As-
sam after he assumed the office of
the BJP national president.

Around 22,000 booth-level
functionaries from the six legisla-
tive assembly constituencies of Di-
brugarh district were present at the
event organized during the two-
day visit by the BJP chief.

BJP chief Nitin Nabin’s event
was attended by Chief Minister Dr
Himanta Biswa Sarma, Union Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal, Assam
BJP president Dilip Saikia, state
ministers, MLAs, and other senior
party leaders.

Addressing the gathering, Ni-
tin Nabin highlighted the critical
role of booth-level leaders in shap-
ing electoral outcomes and called
upon each booth chief to personal-
ly connect with at least 60 voters in
their respective areas to deepen pub-
lic outreach and strengthen voter
engagement ahead of the polls.

“The policy of the BJP is Na-

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Feb 18: Welfare
of Minorities and Develop-
ment Department Minister
Nandita Gorlosa informed the
House that around 1,345
bighas of Wakf land are under
encroachment in different
parts of the state.

During the Question Hour,
Minister Gorlosa said before
the House, “As per records,
Wakf estates covering an area
of 18,466 bighas had been
registered with the Assam
Board of Wakfs, and the total
area under encroachment is
approximately 1,345 bighas,
spread across 15 wakf estates
in different parts of Assam.”

The minister further said
that district commissioners
(DCs) were requested to in-
quire about and submit re-
ports on the illegal encroach-
ment of Wakf properties. The
Board also issued notice to all
Mutawallis directing them to
submit statements of accounts
for Wakf estates every financial
year, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Wakf Act & Rules.

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Feb 18: The
Congress MLAs staged a
walkout from the Assam Leg-
islative Assembly today in
protest against the Speaker
not taking any action against
five Congress MLAs who had
left the party. While two of the
five Congress deserters joined
other parties, three have not
joined any party.

Drawing the attention of
Speaker Biswajit Daimary,
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
Debabrata Saikia expressed
concern over the Speaker not
taking any action under
Schedule 10 against the Con-
gress MLAs who had desert-
ed the party, despite an appeal.

In his reply, the Speaker
said, “I just received com-
plaints from your side regard-
ing MLAs deserting the Con-
gress. I need to examine the
matter thoroughly before tak-
ing any action. The examina-
tion of the matter is underway.
Desertion of his party by an

A CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, Feb 18: The stale-
mate over the fast-unto-death
launched by the Nikhil Bish-
nupriya Manipuri Mahasabha
took a serious turn on Wednes-
day, the seventh day, as two
agitators were hospitalised and
the condition of the four oth-
ers is deteriorating fast. The
Bishnupriya Manipuri Sainik
Welfare Organisation also
joined the protest.

Earlier, the Mahasabha had

1,345 bighas of Wakf land are
under encroachment: Gorlosa

Regarding the misappropria-
tion of funds and record-keep-
ing, adequate measures have
been taken by the Ministry of
Minority Affairs, where a por-
tal has been launched to moni-
tor the wakf properties as well
as accounts modules.

Congress MLA Abdul
Rashid Mandal and AIUDF
MLA Aminul Islam alleged
that officials were engaged in
misappropriation of income
generated from wakf proper-
ties. They also wanted to know
whether the rents from wakf
properties were being moni-
tored and if the Board was re-
ceiving the rents regularly. Is-
lam said that if the lease

agreements of only the prop-
erties in the Fancy Bazar area
of Guwahati are revised, rent
worth crores can be realized
from these. So, these rent
agreements should be revised,
and the rent calculated afresh.

The Minister said, “Sever-
al actions have been taken by
the Assam Board of Wakfs to
ensure an increase in revenue
generation from wakf estates
and to prevent misappropria-
tion of funds. Show-cause no-
tices were issued to several
mutawallis due to non-execu-
tion of lease agreements with
occupants of wakf estates.”

Official sources said that
there are a total of 2,654 reg-
istered wakf properties. These
include various religious and
charitable properties such as
mosques, mazhars, and grave-
yards. Out of the 2,654 regis-
tered wakf properties, 880 are
under the mutawalli system,
724 are under management
committees, 8 are directly
managed by the Board, and 9
are under administrators.
Only Kamrup (Metro) has
1,070 wakf properties.

Fast-unto-death by Bishnupriya Manipuris: Two hospitalized
rejected an emissary sent by
Minister Kaushik Rai, who
had assured them of arranging
a meeting with the Chief Min-
ister. They demand nothing
short of an assurance from the
CM to call off the agitation.

Meanwhile, the health
condition of two agitators,
Anjana Sharma and Biju Sin-
ha, deteriorated, and they were
shifted to Silchar Civil Hospi-
tal. The development height-
ened tension in what had oth-
erwise been a peaceful agita-

tion over the past seven days.
Against this backdrop,

members of the Bishnupriya
Manipuri Sainik Welfare Or-
ganization marched from the
Khudiram statue—the site of
the ongoing protest—to the
office of the District Commis-
sioner in support of the agita-
tion. In a strongly worded let-
ter addressed to Chief Minis-
ter Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma,
the organisation expressed
deep resentment, stating that
neither any government offi-

cial, minister, nor MLA had
visited the protest site to hear
their demands. They also al-
leged that by showing a lack
of sympathy and initiative to
resolve the grievances of the
agitators, the Chief Minister
has shown his ‘disrespect to-
wards the entire Bishnupriya
Manipuri community’.

The agitators warned that
the government’s indifferent
attitude to the demands of the
NBMM could have a signifi-
cant impact on the forthcom-

ing Assembly elections.
NBMM leader Gopidas

Sinha, in a separate letter to the
District Commissioner, reiterat-
ed their key demands. These in-
clude a Cabinet decision grant-
ing Medium of Instruction sta-
tus to the Bishnupriya Manipu-
ri language and the creation of
300 posts for Bishnupriya Ma-
nipuri language teachers. The
Barak Development Front on
Wednesday joined the demon-
strations to express solidarity
with the Bishnupriya Manipu-

ri agitators.
A reporter from Guwa-

hati adds: Following an or-
der from the Gauhati High
Court, the issue of putting an
end to the stalemate regard-
ing the publication of Bishn-
upriya Manipuri textbooks
through the formation of a
committee lies with the Direc-
torate of Elementary Educa-
tion and State Council of Ed-
ucational Research and Train-
ing. The Bishnupriya Ma-
nipuri language will automat-
ically be the medium of in-
struction at the primary level
as and when the government
implements teaching and
learning in Bishnupriya Ma-
nipuri at the primary classes in
accordance with NEP 2020.
The Department of Elementa-
ry Education has already sent
a letter to the Directorate of El-
ementary Education in this re-
gard. Thus, the first of the four
demands concerning Bishnu-
priya Manipuri as a medium
of instruction is well within the
reach of the government.

Congress stages walkout
MLA is an incident occurring
outside the Assembly. If any
MLA defies the party whip in
the House, I can take action
as per the rules instantly.”

Abdur Rashid Mandal
and Sherman Ali Ahmed
joined Raijor Dal recently.
Three other Congress
MLAs—Basanta Das,
Sashikanta Das, and
Kamalakshya Purkayastha—
officially deserted the Con-
gress last year. The trio open-
ly supports the BJP, though
they have not joined it.

The Speaker said, “The
Congress hasn’t even ex-
pelled the five MLAs. You
have only suspended them.
You need to expel them first
and come to me. In that case,
I can disqualify them under
Schedule 10 of the Indian
Constitution. How can I
take action against the sus-
pended MLAs? Rather than
placing responsibility in
my hands, it is incumbent
upon you to finalise the ex-
pulsion process.”

BJP chief Nabin exhorts booth workers

tion First, Party Next, unlike the
Congress, which has always
placed party interests above the
nation. We also follow the princi-
ple of zero corruption, which sets
us apart from previous regimes,”
Nabin said, drawing applause from
the packed field.

In his address, the BJP chief
emphasized the importance of
preserving Assam’s cultural iden-
tity while pursuing rapid devel-
opment. He referenced landmarks
and traditions such as Lachit
Maidam, Bihu, Majuli, and Ka-
ziranga National Park, noting
that cultural preservation and eco-

nomic progress must advance
hand in hand.

He praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma for what
he termed unprecedented develop-
ment in Assam over the past dec-
ade. Highlighting the state’s trans-
formation, Nabin pointed to the
expansion of road and transport in-
frastructure, the construction of new
airports, the establishment of addi-
tional medical colleges and en-
hanced healthcare facilities, the
strengthening of educational insti-
tutions, the implementation of ru-
ral development and poverty alle-

viation schemes, and a range of
women’s empowerment initiatives
and youth-oriented employment
programs.

“Under Prime Minister Modi’s
visionary leadership and Chief
Minister Sarma’s tireless efforts, As-
sam has witnessed a transformation
that was unimaginable under the
Congress. Roads, hospitals, colleg-
es, employment—all of this has
reached the people because of de-
cisive governance,” Nabin said.

He contrasted the BJP’s govern-
ance record with what he described
as policy paralysis under previous
regimes, arguing that the Congress
had left Assam stagnant for decades
while the BJP had ushered in an
era of accountability, efficiency,
and inclusive growth.

The BJP chief also laid empha-
sis on discipline within the party
ranks, coordinated campaigning,
and greater participation of youth
and women in the political proc-
ess. He urged booth chiefs to en-
sure that every voter in their area is
contacted personally and that the
party’s message of development
and good governance reaches eve-
ry household. The Sanmilan con-
cluded with a collective call to ac-
tion, as party leaders expressed
confidence in securing a third con-
secutive term in Assam. 


