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Two bomb attacks and a gunfight between police and militants in

Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province killed at least 14 security

personnel and three civilians including a child. The incidents on

Monday, which left dozens wounded, come as Pakistan’s forces

battle insurgencies in provinces that border Afghanistan. AFP

Child, 14 security personnel among
17 killed in two attacks in Pakistan
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Veteran U.S. civil rights activist Jesse Jackson, one of the nation’s

most influential Black voices, died on Tuesday, his family said in a

statement. He was 84. A protege of Martin Luther King Jr. and a

two-time presidential candidate, Jackson led the Civil Rights

Movement for decades after the revered leader’s assassination. AFP

Jesse Jackson, key voice of the U.S.
civil rights movement, dies at 84
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Russian and Ukrainian negotiators on Tuesday began U.S.-brokered

talks in Geneva seeking to end the four-year war, hours after both

sides launched fresh long-range strikes. U.S. President Donald

Trump is seeking to position himself as a peacemaker, but previous

talks mediated by Washington have yielded no breakthroughs. AFP

Russia, Ukraine sit down for new
round of U.S.-led talks to end war

GENEVA
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X

Robert Duvall, who played the smooth mafia lawyer in The

Godfather and stole the show as a surfing-crazed colonel in

Apocalypse Now, died on Monday. He was 95. Duvall won an Oscar

for best actor for Tender Mercies. Over his six decades-long career,

he shone in both lead and supporting roles. AFP

‘Godfather’ and ‘Apocalypse Now’
actor Robert Duvall dies aged 95

LOS ANGELES

AP

F
ive days after the
parliamentary elec-
tions in Bangladesh,

Tarique Rahman, chair-
man of the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP), was
sworn in as the new Prime
Minister on Tuesday.

The swearing-in of the
new Prime Minister and
his ministerial colleagues
came hours after Chief
Election Commissioner
A.M.M Nasir Uddin admi-
nistered the oath of Parlia-
ment to the newly elected
members of the BNP in
Parliament, Jatiyo Sansad.

As the new Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Rahman will lead a
team of 25 Cabinet Minis-
ters and 24 Ministers of
State, who were all admi-
nistered oath by President

Mohammed Shahabuddin.
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alam-
gir, Amir Khosru Mahmud
Chaudhury, Salahuddin
Ahmed, Iqbal Hasan Mah-
mud Tuku – prominent
members of the National
Standing Committee of the
BNP; and Nitai Roy Choud-
hury, Kazi Shah Mofazzal
Hossein, Abdul Awal Min-
tu, Rashiduzzaman Millat,
Shama Obaid from the BNP
executive committee were
sworn in as Cabinet
Ministers.

While most of the Minis-
ters sworn in were elected
MPs in the February 12
election, the council will
also include Mohammed
Amir Ur Rashid under the
‘technocrats’ category.

The BNP’s ally Gono-
sanghati Andolan’s Jonaid
Saki, a popular face among
the Gen Z protesters for his

radical comments, will be
a State minister.

The current National Se-
curity Adviser, Khalilur
Rahman, has been includ-
ed among the Cabinet Mi-
nisters as a ‘technocrat’. 

BNP sources have con-
�rmed that Khalilur Rah-
man, who has been the
face of Bangladesh’s diplo-

macy regarding the Rohin-
gya issue, could be the next
Foreign Minister.

Foreign dignitaries
Around 1,200 foreign and
domestic guests attended
the swearing-in ceremony
that took place in the
South Plaza of Parliament. 

Maldives President Mo-

hamed Muizzu, Pakistan’s
Minister for Planning Ah-
san Iqbal Chaudhary, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
Indian Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri were among
the foreign dignitaries.

The process of transfer
of power from the interim
government led by Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yunus
started earlier in the day
when Tarique Rahman led
the BNP-alliance members
to Parliament, where they
were administered the
oath of membership.

Before the procedure,
standing committee mem-
ber Salahuddin Ahmed
took the microphone and
said the BNP members
who were present on the
occasion in Parliament will
not take oath for being part
of the ‘Constitution Reform
Commission’.

“None of us were elect-
ed as members of the Con-
stitution Reform Commis-
sion and the oath for this
commission has not yet be-
come part of the constitu-
tional process,” said Mr.
Ahmed, asserting that he is
conveying the decision of
the party.

Jamaat-e-Islami lawmak-
ers arrived in Parliament,
accompanied by the newly
elected independent MPs
and they were adminis-
tered two separate oaths
for Parliament as well as
the Constitution Reform
Commission.

The twin-oath proce-
dure was conceived to inte-
grate the results of the par-
liamentary election as well
as referendum for constitu-
tional amendment by in-
cluding the July Charter in-
to the Constitution.

Tarique Rahman sworn in as Bangladesh PM 

Way forward: Tarique Rahman takes oath as Prime Minister from

President Mohammed Shahabuddin in Dhaka on Tuesday. AP

As the new Prime Minister, the BNP chief will head a team of 25 Cabinet Ministers and 24 Ministers of State, all of whom were sworn in by President

Shahabuddin; BNP lawmakers were administered the oath as members of Parliament, but not as members of the Constitution Reform Commission 

Kallol Bhattacherjee
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Bangladesh’s landmark re-
ferendum on constitution-
al reforms delivered a deci-
sive mandate in favour of
the July National Charter
2025, setting the stage for
the most far-reaching re-
formation of the country’s
governance framework
since independence. Ac-
cording to o�cial results
published by the Election
Commission, more than 48
million voters backed the
Charter in the February 12
referendum, with 60.26%
of participants voting
“Yes”. The vote coincided
with the country’s 13th par-
liamentary elections. 

The endorsement plac-
es immediate political and
legal obligations on the
new government, being
led by the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP),
which secured a two-thirds
majority in Parliament.
While the BNP signed the
Charter last year, it did so
with a note of dissent on
several key provisions rais-
ing questions about how
smoothly the reform pro-
cess will unfold.

The July Charter is a 28-
page reform blueprint
born from the July 2024
uprising which toppled the
15-year rule of Sheikh Hasi-
na. It consolidates over 80
reform proposals aimed at
preventing what its archi-
tects describe as the “re-
currence of authoritarian
and fascist rule”.

In February 2025, the
interim government of Mu-
hammad Yunus esta-
blished six reform commis-
sions to examine the
constitution, judiciary,
electoral system, police,
public administration, and
anti-corruption mechan-

isms. Their recommenda-
tions were distilled into the
July Charter through a Na-
tional Consensus Commis-
sion process. In October
2025, 33 political parties,
including the BNP, signed
the Charter. The docu-
ment was subsequently gi-
ven legal e�ect through a
Presidential order in No-
vember 2025.

Proposed changes
The referendum presented
voters with four consoli-
dated reform areas. First,
the establishment of a non-
partisan caretaker govern-
ment to administer future
elections, along with the
reconstitution of the Elec-
tion Commission and oth-
er key constitutional bo-
dies based on the charter’s
guidelines. Second, the
creation of a bicameral
Parliament. A new 100-
member upper house will
be formed based on the
proportional vote share re-
ceived by political parties
in the national election.
Any future constitutional
amendments will require
majority approval from
this chamber.

Third, the implementa-
tion of 30 speci�c reform
proposals previously
agreed upon by major pol-
itical factions. These in-
clude capping the tenure
of the Prime Minister, ex-

panding presidential pow-
ers, securing judicial inde-
pendence, strengthening
local government, and
broadening fundamental
citizen rights. Fourth, pro-
visions for inclusive parlia-
mentary representation.
The mandate guarantees
increased representation
for women and dictates
that the Deputy Speaker
and Parliamentary com-
mittee chairs must be se-
lected from the Opposition
benches. Additional re-
forms embedded in the
Charter include protec-
tions for fundamental
rights such as uninterrupt-
ed internet access, en-
hanced checks on execu-
tive authority, and
measures to strengthen de-
mocratic accountability.

The referendum’s pas-
sage imposes speci�c obli-
gations on the new Parlia-
ment. Under the
Constitution Reform Order
2025, the newly elected le-
gislature will function as a
Constitutional Reform
Council with a �xed tenure
of 180 working days to im-
plement the Charter’s
provisions.

Elected members will
be required to take two
separate oaths, one as
members of Parliament
and another as members
of the Constitutional Re-
form Council. 

The BNP has given
“notes of dissent” to sever-
al provisions, including the
expanded powers of the
President, the design and
legislative role of the pro-
posed upper house, etc.

Disagreements 
However, shortly after the
elections, the composition
of the upper house has
emerged as a particular
point of contention. While
the referendum mandates
a chamber based on pro-
portional representation
using national vote share,
the BNP’s manifesto pro-
poses allocating upper
house seats based on par-
liamentary strength. 

The National Citizen
Party (NCP), founded by
student leaders who led
the uprising, has said the
legitimacy of the referen-
dum was stronger than
that of the parliamentary
election itself. “The refe-
rendum carries greater leg-
itimacy than the national
election, All Members of
Parliament must enter the
House with the responsi-
bility of implementing the
July Charter,” said NCP
spokesperson Asif Mah-
mud Sajib Bhuiyan. 

Political analysts say the
coming months will test
whether the BNP’s com-
mitment to the charter
withstands the practical
challenges of implementa-
tion. The disagreements
over speci�c provisions
will require negotiation
between the government
and Opposition parties re-
presented in Parliament.

Ali Riaz, an adviser to
Muhammad Yunus, said,
the referendum has deli-
vered a direct mandate
from the people for sub-
stantial constitutional re-
form. “It must be viewed as
a public verdict and as an
expression of the people’s
will for reform.”

Bangladesh reform agenda wins voters’
backing, but rifts remain among parties

Rabiul Alam
DHAKA

Bold reset: Bangladesh’s interim leader Muhammad Yunus displays

the ‘July National Charter’ outside Parliament in Oct. 2025. AP

NEWS ANALYSIS

Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi said on Tues-
day the latest talks with the
United States saw them
agree on “a set of guiding
principles” that would
pave the way for a deal.

“Ultimately, we were
able to reach broad agree-
ment on a set of guiding
principles, based on which
we will move forward and
begin working on the text
of a potential agreement,”
Mr. Araghchi told state TV. 

“I can say that, com-
pared with the previous
round, fully serious discus-
sions were raised and the
atmosphere was more con-
structive,” the top diplo-
mat added.

Tehran and Washington
held on Tuesday a second

round of negotiations —
which began earlier this
month — after talks last
year collapsed following Is-
rael’s attack on Iran in
June, which triggered a 12-
day war. 

That war saw the United
States brie�y join Israel
with strikes on key Iranian
nuclear sites. 

The latest talks were
held after Washington de-
ployed an aircraft carrier
group to the Middle East
following Iran’s deadly
crackdown last month on
anti-government protests,
�rst sparked by economic
hardships.

During the interview
with state TV, Mr. Araghchi
said the two sides have be-
gun a path towards an
agreement, but noted that
“this does not mean we
can reach a deal quickly”. 

Araghchi says agreed
with U.S. ‘on guiding
principles’ for deal
Agence France-Presse
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