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8 killed
as tour bus carrying Chinese tourists plunged 
through the ice on Russia’s Lake Baikal

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

WASHINGTON

GOVERNOR J B Pritzker of  Il-
linois sent Donald Trump an 
invoice Friday demanding 
nearly $9 billion in tariff  re-
funds for Illinois families after 
the US Supreme Court ruled 
the president’s much-touted 
levies are illegal.

Pritzker urged the White 
House to “cut the check” after 
justices ruled 6-3 that Trump 
had exceeded his authority by 
invoking emergency powers to 
impose tariffs that reshaped 
global trade and pushed up 
prices at home.

“Your tariff  taxes wreaked 
havoc on farmers, enraged our 
allies and sent grocery prices 
through the roof,” the Demo-
crat wrote, warning further le-
gal action could follow if  com-
pensation was not forthcoming. 
In the letter, shared with US me-

dia, Pritzker demanded about 
$1,700 for every Illinois house-
hold -- the amount Yale Univer-
sity experts said the average US 
household would pay on tariffs 
last year. Pritzker wasn’t alone 
in seeking payback—both po-
litical and literal —for wide-
spread consumer woes.

Earlier Friday, California 
Governor Gavin Newsom said 
the money Trump’s tariffs had 

raised came from US voters’ 
pockets—and should  be 
refunded.

“Time to pay the piper, Don-
ald. These tariffs were nothing 
more than an illegal cash grab 
that drove up prices and hurt 
working families, so you could 
wreck longstanding alliances 
and extort them,” he said.

“Every dollar unlawfully tak-
en must be refunded immedi-

ately—with interest!”
Pritzker and Newsom are 

widely seen as potential Demo-
cratic contenders in the 2028 
presidential race.

Their demands add a popu-
list flourish to a complicated 
legal and economic reality.

The scale of  potential repay-
ments is vast. The influential 
Penn-Wharton Budget Model 
has estimated that refunds 
could total $175 billion, though 
it’s unclear who would ulti-
mately receive the money.

Announced with fanfare last 
April, Trump’s tariffs have 
raised more than $130 billion 
from importers, with a signifi-
cant proportion of  that extra 
cost passed on to consumers 
through higher prices.

Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent expressed skepticism 
that ordinary Americans will 
see direct compensation. AFP

Dems demand refunds after tariffs tossed by court 
Illinois guv sends $9 bn invoice to White House; estimates show refunds could total $175 bn

PIO lawyer argued against 
tariffs, celebrates ‘victory’

WASHINGTON 

AT the centre of  the landmark US Supreme Court verdict 
striking down President Donald Trump’s sweeping global 
tariffs is an Indian-origin lawyer who argued before Amer-
ica’s highest court about the illegality of  the levies.

Neal Katyal, the son of  Indian immigrants 
and the former Acting Solicitor General of  
the United States under President Barack 
Obama, argued the consequential tariff  
case on behalf  of  small businesses and won. 
“Victory,” Katyal posted on X shortly after 
the Supreme Court verdict came in on Fri-
day. “I was able to present my case, have 
them ask really hard questions at me, it was 
a really intense oral argument and at the 

end of  it, they voted and we won,” he said.
 Katyal was born in 1970 in Chicago to a paediatrician 

mother and engineer father, both of  whom immigrated from 
India. Katyal is a partner in the Washington DC office of  
Milbank LLP and a member of  the firm’s Litigation & Arbi-
tration Group. PTI

Donald Trump 

Industries push  
for more stability
A wide array of industries, used 
the Supreme Court ruling as an 
opportunity to remind Trump of 
how his trade policies have 
affected their businesses. The 
Business Roundtable, a group 
that lobbies on behalf of more 
than 200 US companies, urged 
the administration to limit the 
focus of tariffs going forward 
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WASHINGTON 

TECHNOLOGY giant Micro-
soft has named Indian-origin 
Asha Sharma as Executive 
Vice President and CEO of  Mi-
crosoft Gaming, joining a long 
and growing list of  Indian-de-
scent leaders at the helm of  
global companies.

In a message announcing the 
appointment, Microsoft Chair-
man and CEO Satya Nadella 
Friday said that Sharma has 
helped build and scale services 
that reach billions of  people 
and support thriving consumer 
and developer ecosystems over 
the last two years in her role at 
Microsoft.

She brings “deep experience 
building and growing plat-
forms, aligning business mod-
els to long-term value, and op-
erating at global scale, which 
will be critical in leading our 
gaming business into its next 
era of  growth,” Nadella said.

Sharma will be succeeding 
Phil Spencer and will be report-
ing to Nadella.

“Gaming has been part of  
Microsoft from the start. Flight 
Simulator shipped before Win-
dows, and you can practically 
ray-trace a line from DirectX in 
the ‘90s to the accelerated com-
pute era we’re in today,” Nadel-
la said.

In her message, Sharma said 
she begins her role as CEO of  
Microsoft Gaming with “humil-
ity and urgency”.

“Humility, because this team 
has built something extraordi-
nary over decades. Urgency be-
cause gaming is in a period of  
rapid change, and we need to 
move with clarity,” she said.

“I am stepping into work 
shaped by generations of  art-
ists, engineers, designers, writ-
ers, musicians, operators and 
more who create worlds that 
have brought joy and deep per-
sonal meaning to hundreds of  
millions of  players,” Asha 
Sharma added.  PTI

Indian-origin 
Asha Sharma to 
lead Microsoft’s 
gaming division

Asha Sharma

BEIRUT

LEBANON said Israeli strikes 
on the country’s east and south 
killed 12 people on Friday, with 
Israel’s army saying it targeted 
militant group Hezbollah and 
its Palestinian ally Hamas.

A statement from Hezbollah 
in the eastern Bekaa Valley 
said a “commander” from the 
Iran-backed group had been 
killed in the raids there.

Israel has kept up regular 
strikes on Lebanon despite a 
November 2024 ceasefire that 
sought to halt more than a year 
of  hostilities with Hezbollah.

“Israeli enemy strikes” on 
several locations in the Bekaa 
Valley “killed 10 people and 
wounded 24”, Lebanon’s health 
ministry said, adding that three 
children were among the 
wounded. The state-run Na-
tional News Agency had earlier 
reported six dead and 25 wound-
ed after “heavy strikes” hit in 
the region. The raids came 
hours after an Israeli strike on 
the country’s largest Palestini-
an refugee camp killed two peo-
ple, according to the health 
ministry, with Israel’s army 

saying it had targeted Hamas.
The NNA said “an Israeli 

drone” targeted a neighbour-
hood of  the Ain al-Helweh 
camp, which is located on the 
outskirts of  the southern city 
of  Sidon. AFP

At least 12 killed  
in Israeli strikes on 
east, south Lebanon
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Curfew imposed in 
southern Nepal 
district after clash
KATHMANDU

CURFEW was imposed in parts of  Rauta-
hat district of  Madhesh province in south-
ern Nepal following clashes between two 
groups heightened tensions on Saturday.

The clashes between the two communi-
ties were triggered by a dispute on Thurs-
day evening, followed by escalation of  ten-
sion through Friday and Saturday morning 
with at least eight persons injured.

According to Chief  District Officer Di-
nesh Sagar Bhusal, the curfew has been 
enforced in Gaur, the district headquarters, 
and other parts from 1.00 pm Saturday until 
further notice as decided by the Rautahat 
District Security Committee.

Under Section 6(a) of  the Local Adminis-
tration Act, the District Administration Of-
fice has prohibited movement of  people, 
organising gatherings, assemblies, rallies, 
and demonstrations within the curfew 
zone.

The incident occurred on Thursday 
evening in the Sapgadha area of  Gaur Mu-
nicipality, where many members of  one 
community allegedly obstructed a wedding 
procession playing music in front of  a 
mosque, leading to tensions that later esca-
lated into violent clashes.

At least eight people, including two po-
licemen, were injured in the incident. Ear-
lier, the local authorities had deployed hun-
dreds of  riot police personnel in the tension 
area to prevent clashes.

Tensions flared after a vehicle was set on 
fire during the clashes, The Kathmandu 
Post said. PTI


