
Woman shot dead
by ‘molester’ 
in UP’s Basti
BASTI (UP), Mar 3 (PTI) 

AN 18-YEAR-OLD woman
was allegedly shot dead in a
village here by a man who
had earlier molested her,
police said on Tuesday. 

The class 12 student was
sleeping in the veranda of
her house on Monday when
she was shot.

Doctors at a community
health centre declared her
dead. Additional
Superintendent of Police
Shyam Kant said, “No writ-
ten complaint has been
received so far. However,
family members have
expressed suspicion 
about a youth. The body
has been sent to the mortu-
ary for post-mortem exami-
nation.”
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NEW DELHI, Mar 3 (PTI) 

CHENNAI-BASED Agnikul Cosmos would launch the pro-
totype of an artificial intelligence (AI) data centre in orbit
by the end of this year, aiming to make it commercially
viable by 2027, the space company’s co-founder Srinath
Ravichandran has said.

AI data centres are used to train AI models and are
huge in size. Agnikul’s prototype of it will be hosted on
the extendable upper stage of the rockets.

“The data centre will be used for AI inference (where
a trained model is deployed to analyse new data and
make predictions), which does not require as much ener-
gy and infrastructure as is needed for training a model,”
Ravichandran said in an interview with PTI.

While Agnikul Cosmos will launch the AI data centre,
it will be developed by Bengaluru-based NeevCloud, an
AI SuperCloud platform, the company announced on
February 12. With the ever-expanding use of AI, there
has been a massive increase in the amount of data that
needs to be stored and processed. 

Global demand for data centre capacity could rise at
an annual rate of between 19 per cent and 22 per cent
from 2023 to 2030 to reach an annual demand of 171
GW to 219 GW, according to global management con-
sultants McKinsey.

Since data centres are large and need an enormous
amount of power and water for cooling, companies have
been struggling to find places to build them, a reason
why SpaceX, Google, Axiom, and others are trying to find
ways to put data centres in space. “In space, there is an
availability of unlimited solar energy, and cooling is
much more efficient because you are exposed to tem-
peratures close to absolute zeroâ ¦ Additionally, it is
physically safer because it is not easy to access a data
centre in orbit, which will help in keeping data confi-
dential,” Ravichandran.

The data centre launched by Agnikul Cosmos will not
be a standalone satellite. Instead, there will be a con-
stellation of satellites (or upper stages of different rock-
ets) in low Earth orbit, each hosting different data cen-
tre modules.

“The system will work through intra-satellite and satel-
lite-to-ground communication,” Ravichandran said. 

The constellation will be configured to not do heavy
work during the eclipse phase - the period when it will
pass through the shadow cast by the Earth, blocking direct
sunlight.

NEW DELHI, Mar 3 (PTI) 

THE Delhi Police have arrested a key conspirator and one
of the shooters in connection with the firing at advocate
Deepak Khatri, who is associated with jailed gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi, near ISBT in north Delhi last week, an
officer said on Tuesday. 

One of the two was Rohit Solanki, 26, a resident of Pooth
Kalan and an alleged member of the Rohit Godara gang.
He was nabbed by the North district police after an exten-
sive manhunt involving analysis of footage from over 300
CCTV cameras across 20 locations. 

In a parallel operation, the Crime Branch arrested 22-
year-old Sagar Malik, also a resident of Pooth Kalan, who
allegedly provided logistical support, including the scoot-
er used in the crime and fake SIM cards to the shooters,
the officer said.

A foreign-made Glock pistol and three live cartridges
were recovered from his possession.

Khatri, a 45-year-old Paschim Vihar resident, was shot
at on February 24 when he and his associates were return-
ing from the Marghat Wale Hanuman Temple in Kashmere
Gate. Around 10.05 pm, as their car reached near a rain
basera on Ring Road, assailants on a two-wheeler opened
fire, injuring his aide Sandeep, who sustained two bullet
wounds.  In the wake of the attack, an FIR was registered
at Kashmere Gate Police Station under sections 109(1)
(attempt to murder) and 3(5) (criminal conspiracy) of the
BNS and the Arms Act. 

Khatri became a target for gangster Rohit Godara and
his ally Goldy Brar amid escalating rivalry with the Lawrence
Bishnoi gang following the killing of Sukhdeep alias Sippa
in Dubai in November 2025 and the murder of Inderpreet
alias Parry, a Godara gang member, in Chandigarh in
December 2025. 

Investigators said a conspiracy to eliminate Khatri was
hatched by Godara and Solanki, who allegedly conducted
a reconnaissance of the advocate’s movements. 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, Mar

3 (PTI) 

A DRONE designed to tran-
quilise violent elephants with-
out close human contact,
recently unveiled by Vice
President C P Radhakrishnan,
marks a significant milestone
in the use of indigenous UAV
technology for human-wildlife
conflict mitigation, the man-
ufacturing company said.

The unveiling of the
unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) took place on Sunday in
the presence of Kerala
Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar and Union
Minister of State for Petroleum,
Natural Gas and Tourism
Suresh Gopi, underscoring the
national importance of inte-

grating advanced aerial sys-
tems into wildlife protection
efforts, the company said.

“The customised drone is
engineered to support safe and
precise elephant darting oper-
ations by enabling aerial-
assisted tranquilisation with
enhanced accuracy.

“The system significantly
reduces on-ground risk to for-
est personnel, minimises dis-
turbance to wildlife, and
improves operational effi-
ciency during critical inter-
ventions involving distressed
or conflict-prone elephants,”
it said. It further said that near-
ly a decade ago, the platform
marked the first drone
designed by Garuda Aerospace
for the Tamil Nadu Forest
Department.

NEW DELHI, Mar 3 (IANS) 

THE Indian Army has intensified
surveillance and monitoring
along the India-Pakistan border
in Jammu and Kashmir as drone
sightings have gone up consid-
erably. The heightened surveil-
lance comes in the wake of
Pakistan trying to push more
drones and balloons resembling

aircraft into Jammu and Kashmir.  
The police in J&K spotted and

then seized a balloon that resem-
bles an aircraft. The police found
that the object had the inscrip-
tion of PIA on it.

The preliminary probe found
no electrical or electronic com-
ponents that were fixed on it.
The police are looking for more
details into the case and the

probe is ongoing an official
informed. An Intelligence Bureau
official said that the object did
not cause any harm. However, it
cannot be considered to be a
stray incident. This development
comes in the wake of the Indian
Army thwarting multiple drone
intrusions from Pakistan along
the Line of Control (LoC).

Most of these incidents were

reported at the Poonch district.
In recent months, the Army has
noticed that the Pakistanis have
been making multiple attempts
to send drones into India.

Last month, at least two quad-
copters attempted to breach the
Indian airspace along the LoC in
the Poonch area. This has led the
Army to conduct swift counter
drone actions.

PATNA, Mar 3 (PTI) 

THE entry of Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar’s son, Nishant
Kumar, into politics has been
finalised, and the decision will
soon be announced formally by
the JD(U), State Minister
Sharwan Kumar said on Tuesday.

The senior JD(U) leader said
Nishant will be given a “bigger
responsibility” in the party.

“Now, it’s clear, and it has been
finalised that Nishant Kumar will
join active politics. The party will

make a formal announcement in
a day or two. Party workers have
been demanding Nishant’s entry
into politics for several years.
Now party workers and
supporters are upbeat
with the decision
ahead of Holi,” he told
PTI.

“He will be given a
bigger responsibility
in the party. What
responsibility he is going
to get will be decided in
a day or two,” said the

minister. 
Asked if Nishant can be sent

to the Rajya Sabha, Kumar said,
“Anything can happen.” 

Kumar, who has been a
Minister in the State

Cabinet for more than
a decade, is consid-
ered very close to the
CM.

Social Welfare
Minister Madan Sahni

said JD(U) workers have
been demanding
Nishant Kumar’s entry

into active politics for several
years.

“Now, it has been finalised. We
are quite happy with the deci-
sion,” Sahni, also a JD(U) leader,
told PTI. Rural Works Minister
Ashok Choudhary said, “It is a
big Holi gift for the party’s rank
and file and also the people of
the state. Nishant’s entry into
active politics will certainly ben-
efit the party. He is a photocopy
of our leader, Nitish Kumar.”

JD(U) ally BJP also welcomed
Nishant’s entry into politics.
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