\WEATHER

Max: 32.0 °C
Min: 23.0°C
RH: 68 %
Rainfall: NIL
Forecast: Partly Cloudy-
Hazy. Max/Min
temp. 31/21 2C

ASTROGUIDE

Vishwavasu; Uttarayana

Tithi: Phalguna Shukla Chaviti
till 12.59 pm

Star: Revathi till 7.05 pm
Varjyam: 7.34 am to 9.06 am
Durmuhurtam: 6.43 am to 8.15
am

Rahukalam: 9 am to 10.30 am
HIJRI CALENDAR

Ramzan 3,1447 H

PRAYERS

Fajar: 5.20 am

Zohar: 12.24 pm

Asar: 4.38 pm

Maghrib: 6.16 pm

Isha: 7.27 pm

SUNRISE TOMORROW 06.31 AM
SUNSET TODAY 06.15 PM
MOONRISE 08.18 AM
MOONSET 08.52 PM
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I earned a PhD from
WhatsApp Universityl

RAMZAN
TIMINGS

IFTAR:
6.17 PM (TODAY)

SEHER:
511 AM (TOMORROW)
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SC ORDERS
JUDGES’ AID FOR
WB S.I.R. REVISION

New Delhi, Feb. 20:
Flagging the “unfortunate
blame game” and “trust
deficit” between the
Election Commission and
the West Bengal govern-
ment, the Supreme Court
on Friday issued an
“extraordinary” direction
for the deployment of serv-
ing and former district
judges to assist the poll
panel in SIR of electoral
rolls.

I
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m Full report on Page 5

AP’S PANEL T0
PROBE TTD GHEE
TENDERS NORMS

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, FEB. 20

The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment has constituted a
one-man committee head-
ed by retired IAS officer
Dinesh Kumar to examine
the self-contained note and
recommend action on
erring TTD officials over
lapses in ghee tender
norms.

Full report on Page 2
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SC: Complete Anantha’s
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PM holds meetings with 16 Al start-ups

Modi backs Al for edu,
farming, environment

DC CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, FEB. 20

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Friday held a series of
high-level engagements,
including a roundtable
with CEOs and founders
of 16 AI and deeptech
startups, seven bilateral
meetings, and separate
discussions with heads of
two leading firms.
During the roundtable
interaction, the Prime
Minister explored the
potential of harnessing
artificial  intelligence
across sectors such as
agriculture and environ-
mental protection, and
discussed promotion of
higher education in
regional languages.
According to officials,
the startup leaders pre-
sented their innovations
and insights on emerging

technologies during
meeting.

Modi also met United
Nations Secretary

General Antoénio Guterr-
es, Sri Lankan President
Anura Kumara Dissana-
yake, Mauritius Prime
Minister Navinchandra
Ramgoolam, Slovak Pr-
esident Peter Pellegrini
and Hereditary Prince
Alois of Liechtenstein.

On his meeting with the
UN Secretary General,
Modi posted on s
“During the meeting
with Antonio Guterres,
Secretary General of the
United Nations, we
talked about making AI
all inclusive and how the
UN can play a construc-
tive role in this regard.
Reiterated India's sup-
port towards any effort
aimed at harnessing Al
for a better planet. We
also exchanged perspec-
tives on UN reforms, esp-
ecially giving greater vo-
ice to the Global South.”

In a separate statement,
the Ministry of External
Affairs  said Prime
Minister =~ Modi met
Hereditary Prince Alois
on the sidelines of the
summit.

m Pg 6: PM: Strengthening
friendship with Sri Lanka

m Pg 6: IYC shirtless stir
at Al summit, 4 held

M Page 6: Vaishnaw:
Expo pulls $250 boost

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets OpenAI CEO Sam

o o

Altman during Al Impact Summit in New Delhi on

Friday.

—PTI

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu exchanges the
MoU with IBM India MD Sandeep Patel and IBM
Research India chief technology officer Amit Singhi at
the Al Impact Summit-2026 in New Delhi on Friday.

CM signs 7 pacts at
AT summit in Delhi

MD ILYAS |DC
VIJAYAWADA, FEB. 20

AP has placed education
at the core of its artificial
intelligence ambitions,
with Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
overseeing the signing of
seven MoUs and Letters
of Intent at the India AI
Impact Summit in New
Delhi on Friday.

On a day-long visit to
the national capital,
Naidu said the state’s Al
roadmap would be pow-
ered by students, advan-
ced skilling and institu-
tional transformation —
from schools to universi-
ties. AP signed a Letter of
Intent with IBM India to
skill one lakh learners
over the next three to five
years in Artificial
Intelligence, cybersecuri-
ty and quantum comput-
ing. The collaboration
would provide access to
IBM’s global digital
learning platforms,
equipping students with
industry-aligned, future-

ready skills and strength-
ening the state’s technol-
ogy workforce pipeline.

A Letter of Intent with
the UN international
computing centre would
see the establishment of a
Centre of Excellence for
Al and Quantum at the
Amaravati Quantum
Valley in 2026. With over
55 years of experience
serving 100-plus UN enti-
ties, UNICC is expected to
bring global best prac-
tices in secure and sover-
eign AI, positioning
Amaravati as a Digital
Embassy aligned with
UN-grade standards, an
official release said.

In a major higher edu-
cation milestone, the
state government signed
an MoU with the national
institute of electronics
and IT to establish its
first deemed-to-be uni-
versity campus in the
South, dedicated to quan-
tum and Al education.

m Page 2: State inks
Al, quantum MoUs

Amaravati Central Library
to reflect AP’s glory: Lokesh

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, FEB. 20

The proposed Amaravati
Central Library would
stand as a symbol of AP’s
rich history and cultural
heritage, education min-
ister Nara Lokesh has
said. To be developed as
the state’s main library,
it should be shaped as a
world-class knowledge

hub equipped with cut-
ting-edge technology and
modern infrastructure,
he said while reviewing
its plans with education
department officials on
Friday. He examined the
design for the library and
viewed other aspects in a
video presentation.

Page 2: Library to
represents AP legacy

l.-._j.ﬂ. -
Minister N. Lokesh checks
the plan of the Library.

India reiterates support for two-state solution: MEA

India backs UN note on Palestine

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 20

India on Friday said it had
“associated” itself with a
United Nations statement
on the Palestine issue, days
ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s scheduled
visit to Israel.

According to media
reports, the UN statement
criticised Israeli settlement
plans in the West Bank and
condemned unilateral mea-
sures altering the status of

m Pg 5: India takes part in
Trump summit

Palestinian territories.
Reports said India had ini-
tially skipped a joint
appearance with several
countries at the UN but
later associated itself with
the statement issued in New
York. It is also reported that
over 100 UN member states
condemned expansion in

+

the West Bank.

Prime Minister Modi is
expected to visit Israel next
week, though official dates
have not been announced.

New Delhi also confirmed
that it attended the US-led
Board of Peace meeting in
Washington DC as an
observer. India had earlier
been invited by US
President Donald Trump to
join the Board of Peace as a
full member but has not
done so.

The UN statement, as

cited in media reports, said,
“We strongly condemn uni-
lateral Israeli decisions and
measures aimed at expand-
ing Israel’s unlawful pres-
ence in the West Bank. Such
decisions are contrary to
Israel’s obligations under
international law and must
be immediately reversed.
We underline in this regard
our strong opposition to
any form of annexation.”

u Pg 5: India attends US-led
peace meet as observer
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Washington, Feb. 20: US
President Donald Trump
on Friday imposed an addi-
tional 10 per cent recipro-
cal tariffs on all countries
hours after the US Supreme
Court invalidated the
imposition of tariffs from
April 2, 2025, under emer-
gency provisions of a 1977
law. India, he insisted, will
continue to pay an 18 per
cent tariff.

“Today, I will sign an
order to impose a 10 per
cent global tariff under
Section 122, over and above
our normal tariffs already
being charged,” Trump
said, calling the US court
judgment a “disgrace.” He
also said all national secu-
rity tariffs under a US law
known as Section 301
would remain in place, and
several investigations will
be initiated.

Stating that tariffs were
vital for US economic secu-
rity and that the country
would be defenceless and
ruined without them,
Trump said, “Foreign
countries that have been
ripping us off for years are
ecstatic.. They’re so happy,
and they’re dancing in the
streets, but they won't be
dancing for long that, I can
assure you.”

Asked about the impact of
the Supreme Court verdict
on the India-US trade deal

Vol. 23 No. 222 Established 1938 | 16 pages | ¥6.00

After SC snub, Trump slaps
0% more, exempts India

Modi is a great man, was ripping off US, now it’s a fair deal: Prez

LIMIT ON TRUMP’S POWER

THE US Supreme Court struck down tariffs
imposed by President Trump invoking emergency
law without Congress’ sanction.

- THE decision invalidates the
F 18% tariff Indian exporters pay on

= gy
—

goods sold in the US.

g EARLIER, India paid 50% tariff
=) under these laws. It was recently
brought down to 18%.
OTHER tariffs on steel levied
under different law will
continue.

that is in the works, Trump
said: “Nothing changes.
They will be paying tariffs.
We will not be paying tar-
iffs... This is a reversal of
what it used to be.” He
called Prime Minister
Narendra Modi “a great
gentleman, a great man”.

“But he (Modi) is much
smarter than the people he
was against in terms of the
United States. He was rip-
ping us off. So we made a
deal with India, it is a fair
deal and we are not paying
tariffs to them. We did a lit-
tle flip.”

Trump also gave credit to
his tariff powers for stop-
ping a war between India
and Pakistan — repeating a
claim that India denied for
the second time in 24
hours.

Earlier in the day, the US
Supreme Court struck
down Trump’s global tar-
iffs, upending his economic
agenda that led to America
imposing tariffs on almost
all countries. The US has
collected $133 billion in
“reciprocal tariffs” from
countries in what was a
centrepiece of Trump’s
election campaign.

Six out of the nine-judge
bench of the US court,
including two out of three
appointed by Trump, found
that it was unconstitution-
al for the US President to
unilaterally set and change
tariffs because the taxation
power clearly belonged to
the US Congress.

™ More coverage
on Pages 7

India, US
trade deal in
April: Goyal

New Delhi, Feb 20: The
India-US interim trade deal
is expected to be finalised
in April. As per the sched-
ule, US trade representa-
tive Jamieson Greer will
visit India in March in this
context. Under the pact,
both India and the US will
extend duty concessions to
each other on a number of
goods traded between both
the countries.

India to buy
Venezuelan
oil: US envoy

New Delhi, Feb 20: India
has made a commitment to
the US regarding Russian
oil purchases, US Amba-
ssador Sergio Gor said,
while indicating that
Washington is in “active
negotiation” over possible
sale of Venezuelan oil to
New Delhi. India has said
its focus is on maintaining
energy security.
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NELLORE BUYS
BENGAL GRAM AT
35,875 PER QUINTAL

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, FEB. 20

The Nellore district adminis-
tration has begun the procure-
ment of rabi Bengal gram
from farmers at a minimum
support price (MSP) of %5,875
per quintal through designat-
ed purchase centres, with reg-
istration open until March 2.
Joint collector Mogili Venka-
teswarlu said on Friday that pr-
ocurement would be carried
out through centres establis-
hed by MARKFED and the
NCCF in areas where market
prices are below the MSP. Beng-
al gram has been cultivated ov-
er 8,473 acres in the district du-
ring the current rabi season.
He said farmers must regis-
ter in advance based on their
e-crop details by contacting
village agriculture assistants.
Registration will remain open
until March 2. Procurement
will initially be taken up from
small and marginal farmers,
followed by other farmers.
According to the joint collec-
tor, a maximum of 40 quintals
per farmer will be procured
per day. Farmers were advised
to bring well-dried produce
meeting the prescribed quality
standards to the procurement
centre on the date allotted to
them. Dates will be communi-
cated in advance based on reg-
istration. The produce will be
cleaned and tested for mois-
ture and other parameters bef-
ore acceptance. Payment for
accepted stock will be credited
to farmers’ Aadhaar-linked
bank accounts within five days
of warehouse confirmation.

PIPELINE WORKS
UNDERWAY TO
SAVE 400 ACRES

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, FEB. 20

Pipeline works are being taken
up on a war footing to prevent
crop losses in more than 400
acres affected by water scarci-
ty in Kagitalapuru and Jatlak-
onduru villages of Manubolu
mandal in Nellore district.
Sarvepalli MLA Somireddy
Chandramohan Reddy, who
inspected the ongoing works
and the Pottella Kalava check
dam on Friday, said water was
being drawn through a pip-
eline from the check dam to
supply fields and a local tank
to stabilise irrigation. The pro-
ject involves pumping water
using 10 HP and 7.5 HP motors
and conveying it to the tank to
save crops in the ayacut. He
said the check dam construct-
ed across Pottella Kalava dur-
ing 2014-19 was now benefiting
farmers, covering nearly 2,000
acres of paddy cultivation,
besides aiding aquaculture.

THREE HELD FOR
ROOM FRAUD
USING FAKE
AADHAAR CARDS

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, FEB. 20

Tirumala Two Town po-
lice have arrested three
persons for allegedly
securing accommoda-
tion in Tirumala using
fake Aadhaar cards and
reselling the rooms to
pilgrims at rates higher
than those fixed by the
Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD).
Police said the accused
exploited the heavy de-
mand for accommoda-
tion in Tirumala by cre-
ating forged Aadhaar
cards after morphing
photographs and
Aadhaar numbers on

mobile phones. Using
these fake identity
cards, they allegedly

obtained rooms at the
Central Reception Office
(CRO) by paying the offi-
cial tariff of 50 or ¥100
and later resold the
rooms to pilgrims for
1,000 to Z3,000.

In some instances, the
same room was report-
edly allotted to two or
three different pilgrims,
leading to cheating.

OFFICIAL IN ACB
NET FOR TAKING
<20,000 BRIBE

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, FEB. 20

The  Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB), Ongole,
on Friday caught a
Mandal  Agricultural
Officer of Cumbum red-
handed while demand-
ing and accepting a
bribe of ?20,000 from a
fertiliser dealer.

The accused officer, Sk.
Mohammed, was arrest-
ed and will be pro-
duced before the Special
Judge for ACB cases,
Nellore.

According to officials,
the case was registered
based on a complaint
lodged by Radharapu
Ravindra Kumar, a resi-
dent of Turimella vil-
lage in Cumbum man-
dal, who has been run-
ning a fertiliser, pesti-
cide and seed business
since 2022 after obtain-
ing the required
licences.

Officials said the com-
plainant used to inform
the Mandal Agricultural
Officer whenever fresh
stock arrived so that
samples could be drawn
as per rules.

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE
PROPERTY
FLATS

BUILD YOUR dream villa in 214
Yards 35”X55”, W/ F in
Gudimalkapur 100 meters from
PV Narsimha Rao Expressway, 15
mts to Lakdikapul, 20 mts to
Mindspace, 30 mts to Airport.
2.5Cr. +917337057905, WhatsApp
+61421940460 No Brokers Please
Please. (HYMM/2526/C04865)

LAND

(1) PRIME Land for Sale at Deshmukhi
Village, Near Nizam & St.Mary’s
Engineering College, Vijayawada
Highway. 1600 Sq.yds, 3- Sides 40 ft
Road, E/N/S. LRS Paid. @ 13100/ P/
Sqyd (2). Farm Land for Sale @
Kolanupaka Village, Near Alair. 2000
Sqlyds. WIf, Security. @ 5000/- P/
Sqyd. (Spot Registration) Ph:9247299935.
(HYMM/2526/C04868)

planted with coffee,

able 1500 & 3000sft. Landmark

LAND FOR SALE

IN COORG

55 Acres, mountainous,

for resort / tourism project, 25 Kms from
Madikeri, available for sale. Contact:

coorglandsale@gmail.com

Filmnagar Bata showroom. Ph:
98660-89053 (W/2526/AT000801)

FINANCE
FINANCE

WE ARRANGE Loans Bank
Guarantee/ Letter of Credit/ SBLC
to High Rise Apartments, Solar
Power Plant, Pharmaceuticals,
Infra Projects or Any other Big
Projects. Contact 7842917959.
(S/2526/1C00152)

BUSINESS OFFER
/INVESTMENT OPPORTUNI-

TY in dubai business invest
5 lakhs to 5 crore. Attractive 25-
40% annual returns with dubai
investor visa and investment
assurance. Safe and secure
investment feel free to contact us:
+918106346644 +971507580404.
(W/2526/AT000771)

rain forest ambience,
clear title, suitable

PLOTS

UPPAL HMDA Baghayath Metro Near
240 Sq.yards 60 Feet Road 36X60,
Medypally D-Mart Beside 300, 200,
160 Sq.yards, (2) ECIL Navodaya
Colony, 800 Sqyards 400 Or 200, 30
Feet Road East, South Corner, Uppal
Bus Depot PNT 472 Sq.y 50X85 40
Feet Road, Buddanagar 275 Sq.y 267
Sq.y Ph:9985191111/ 9393936379.
(HYMM/2526/C04850)

RENTALS
COMMERCIAL

FILMNAGAR/ JUBILEE Hills
Ground floor showroom, North-
east corner, 2-road junction, 80 ft -
road facing, Perfect vaastu, 4
exclusive car parking plus ample
common parking, high visibility,
premium market segment, avail-

MEDICAL
MEDICAL

RUNNING 30 Beded Hospital For
Lease Miryalaguda Town, Nalgonda
Dist. Good For Obstetrics, Urology,
Paediatrics, Ortho, Physician Contact:
9848231654 (HYMM/2526/C04825)

NOTICE

Readers are advised to make appro-
priate enquiries while responding to
advertisements in these columns.
Deccan Chronicle Holdings Ltd. does
not vouch for any claims made by the
Advertisers. The Printer, Publisher,
Editor and Owner of Deccan
Chronicle Holdings Ltd. shall not be
held responsible / liable for any con-
sequences, in case such claims are
found to be false.
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India returns to helm
of IONS after 16 years

Naval Chief calls for reglonal marltlme cooperatlon

ARUNA |DC
VISAKHAPATNAM, FEB. 20

The Indian Navy has offi-
cially taken over the
chairmanship of the
Indian Ocean Naval
Symposium (IONS) from
Thailand during the 9th
Conclave of Chiefs held
in Visakhapatnam. This
marks India’s return to
the leadership of the
forum after a 16-year gap.

Making the announce-
ment, Deputy Chief of
Naval Staff Vice Admiral
Tarun Sobti highlighted
that India, as the found-
ing nation of IONS, orig-
inally chaired the initia-
tive in 2008. It is now
resuming this role with
renewed commitment.

Vice Admiral Sobti
highlighted India’s readi-
ness to take on greater
responsibility in streng-
thening maritime coop-
eration and ensuring
peace and security in the
Indian Ocean Region. He
pointed out that chal-
lenges, such as piracy;, ill-
egal activities, and broa-
der security threats are
common to all nations.
As such, they require
coordinated responses.

The Deputy Chief of
Naval Staff’s comments
reflect the increasing
acknowledgement that
the Indian Ocean is a str-
ategic space, where col-
lective action is essential.

Launched in 2008 under
Indian leadership, IONS
has evolved into a vital
platform for dialogue and
collaboration among the
navies of the Indian Oc-
ean Region. Currently, it
comprises 25 member na-
vies, including India, Au-
stralia, Bangladesh, Fra-
nce, Indonesia, Iran, Ken-
ya, Malaysia, Mauritius,
Mozambique, Myanmar,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Se-
ychelles, Singapore, Sou-
th Africa, Sri Lanka, Tan-
zania, Thailand, and the
United Arab Emirates.
IONS has 9 observer cou-
ntries, including Germ-
any, Italy, Japan, the Net-
herlands, Russia, Spain,
and the United Kingdom.

The symposium serves
as a forum for naval lead-
ers to discuss maritime
issues and develop coop-
erative solutions.

Its agenda covers mar-
itime security, humani-
tarian assistance, disas-
ter relief, and informa-

Foreign Navy women delegates visit Sankalpa kala gramam near Pinagadi village
in Visakhapatnam on Friday

Foreign delegates go on
heritage tour in Vizag

K.M.P. PATNAIK | DC
VISAKHAPATNAM, FEB. 20

Delegates from foreign
navies, who are here to
participate in Intern-
ational Fleet Review and
MILAN 2026, had a
glimpse of the rich her-
itage of Visakhapatnam
and suburbs during the
last five days.

The specially curated
heritage and cultural
tours from February 16
to February 20
showcased the city's
iconic destinations,
including Kailasagiri,
Thotlakonda Buddhist
site, Sankalp arts vil-
lage in Pinagadi in
Pendurthi and maritime
museums, to promote
local culture.

Around 50 foreign dele-
gates accompanied by
Shashi Tripathi, wife of
chief of naval staff
Dinesh K. Tripathi and
Priya Bhalla, wife of Eas-
tern Naval Command

A foreign navy delegate
seen with traditional
Indian utensils in Pinaga-
di village in Visakha-
patnam on Friday.

— BY ARRANGEMENT

Chief Sanjay Bhalla vis-
ited the Pinagadi Sanka-
1Ip arts village where they
were shown the folk arts,
use of natural dyes in
handlooms, traditional
grinding of pulses and
domestic utensils made
of brass and other alloys

— P. NARASIMHA MURTHY

THE FIVE-DAY sea
phase of MILAN 2026 will
commence on Saturday
in the Bay of Bengal off
Visakhapatnam, marking
the operational core of
the Indian Navy’s flag-
ship multilateral exercise
involving friendly foreign
navies.

under use from cen-
turies.

The delegates also wit-
nessed folk dances per-
formed by the villagers.
The tour to this village
was organized by Navy
Welfare and Wellness As-
sociation of Eastern Re-
gion.

Activists Chalapati Rao
Akula, Jamilya Akula
and JV Ratnam coordi-
nated the event.

Rest of the tour was
organized by
Visakhapatnam Metro
Regional Development
authority led by its chair-
man Pranav Gopal.

tion sharing, thereby
enhancing preparedness
and coordination among
member states. The chair-
manship rotates every
two years, with each term
featuring a Conclave of
Chiefs and preparatory
workshops at the staff
level. Chief of Naval

Staff Admiral Dinesh K.
Tripathi has described
the Indian Ocean Region
as central to global
geopolitics and trade in
the 21st Century. He stat-
ed, “The 21st Century is
the Indian Ocean
Century. It is a shared
strategic space. We will

reinforce IONS’ core
principles more than
ever before, with cooper-
ation, operational aware-
ness, resilience, and sus-
tained engagement.”

He reaffirmed India’s
commitment to main-
taining safe, secure, and
open seas.

2 held for fraud, 2 cr assets seized

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, FEB. 20

Balaji Nagar police on
Friday arrested two per-
sons for allegedly cheat-
ing a Nellore resident of
%53 lakh in the guise of
high-return investments
and for running an
online cricket betting
racket.

Cash, bank deposits and
electronic devices worth
over %2 crore were seized.

The accused were
identified as K. Venu
Gopal (23) and B. Venkata
Ramana (31), both resi-

dents of Buchireddi-
palem.

Police said a resident of
NTR Nagar lodged a com-
plaint on Thursday, stat-
ing that Venu Gopal had
lured him into
investing money
with promises of high
returns and introduced
him to another contact.

The victim allegedly
transferred about 53
lakh but received no
returns and was threat-
ened when he sought
repayment.

On the directions of
Nellore district SP Dr

Ajeeth Vejendla, special
teams led by Nellore
Town ASP Deeksha and
Balaji Nagar CI K.
Sambasiva Rao traced
and arrested the accused
at Buchireddipalem.
During probe, police fo-
und that the duo was
operating online cricket
betting through the link
r777.us and the Radhee
Exchange (R777) ap-
plication. Venu Gopal al-
legedly acted as the
organiser, while Venkata
Ramana managed cash
collections and payments
to other organisers.

KfW shows interest in climate
resilient Tirupati urban project

AVINASH P.
SUBRAMANYAM | DC
TIRUPATI, FEB. 20

Tirupati is set to receive
international support
for the restoration of its
tanks and improvement
of drainage systems,
with Germany’s KfW

Development Bank
expressing its readiness
to back a climate-

resilient urban develop-
ment project for the city.

The proposal was dis-
cussed during a recon-
naissance mission
organised on Friday by
the Tirupati Urban
Development Authority
(TUDA) under the Indo-
German Development
Cooperation framework
for sustainable urban
development. Officials
said the initiative aligns
with the state govern-
ment’s plan to develop
Tirupati as a “city of
tanks and lakes”
through the revival and
interlinking of tradition-
al water bodies.

KfW Senior Sector
Specialist Kiran Kumar

Avadhanula said the pro-
posed project, titled
Climate-Resilient Urban
Development in Tirupati
Agglomeration, would
focus on the rejuvena-
tion of tanks along with
modern stormwater
management to address
urban flooding. He said
the plan envisages the
integration of blue-
green-grey infrastruc-
ture and nature-based
solutions to improve
water retention,
drainage efficiency and
the city’s climate
resilience.

ICLEI South Asia rep-
resentatives Sowmya
Chathurvedula and
Emani Kumar said they
would prepare a concept
note and a detailed proj-
ect report based on sci-
entific hydrological sur-
veys, along with the
environmental and
social impact assess-
ments required for KfW
support. They said the
studies would assess
drainage patterns, link-
ages between water bod-
ies and urban growth

pressures in the Tirupati
region.

During technical dis-
cussions, retired irriga-
tion department chief
engineer P. V. Subbarao
stressed the need for
modern water-harvest-
ing structures and the
scientific restoration of
tanks with technical sup-
port from IIT institu-
tions. IIT experts Prof.
Krishna Prabhu and Dr
Roshan, along with
Municipal Corporation
superintending engineer
Syam Sundar and irriga-
tion executive engineers
P. V. Prasad and Siva
Reddy, explained the
present status of water
bodies, wastewater infra-
structure and ongoing
drainage works.

TUDA secretary N. V.
Sreekanth Babu said the
KfW-ICLEI-IIT team
would undertake three
days of field visits to
major tanks, drainage
channels and proposed
intervention sites in and
around Tirupati before
finalising its recommen-

dations.
L [

Police said the accused
also used knives to intim-
idate bettors during dis-
putes. The police seized
%34,65,800 in cash, froze
%1,64,74,600 in bank
accounts, and recovered
13 mobile phones, an HP
laptop, an Acer monitor,
a Samsung television and
two knives. Police said
further arrests were like-
ly and urged the public to
remain  cautious of
online investment and
betting scams and report
such activities through
Dial 112 or the nearest
police station.

Fiackod ﬁ Indian Bank

Indian Bank

VAIBHAV COLLECTION
DHOTIS » SHIRTS

Available at Ramraj Showrooms
& All Leading Textile Shops

NO HUMAN CASES OF BIRD FLU IN (HITTOOR
ANNAMAYYA, SAYS HEALTH COMMISSIONER

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, FEB. 20

Health Commissioner G.
Veerapandian on Friday
ruled out any human cases
of bird flu in Chittoor,
Annamayya and other dis-
tricts of Andhra Pradesh.
In a statement, he said
rumours about a youth from
Chittoor district being
infected were false. Samples

collected from the individ-
ual were tested at a virology
laboratory and found to be
negative for bird flu. He
appealed to the public not to
panic. Referring to bird flu
detected among poultry in
parts of Chittoor and
Annamayya districts, the
commissioner said all neces-
sary measures were taken to
prevent transmission from
birds to humans.

Advertisement No. 22/2026

Government of India
Public Enterprises Selection Board

invites applications for the post of

Director (Personnel)

Mahanadi Coalfields Limited
Last date of submission of application
by the applicant is by 15:00 hours on
13/03/2026
Last date of forwarding of applications by the
Nodal officers to PESB is by 17:00 hours on
23/03/2026
For details login to website
https://www.pesb.gov.in
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CBC 313641 5D00/ 2526

JEEEVANDEEP BUILDING,

registered on

PUNJAB STATE BUS STANDS MANAGEMENT
COMPANY LIMITED
(PUNBUS)

CIN: U74999CH19955GCD15974, Ph: 0172-2704606
(Website: https://punjabroadways.punjab.gov.in/en)
E-Tender for Selection of Bidder for Supply of 696
“Fully Built Ordinary Passenger Bus” under Form 22
Or Form 22A to PUNBUS and PRTC

NOTICE INVITING BID
Online E-Tender are hereby invited for Selection of Bidder for
Supply Of 696 "Fully Built Ordinary Passenger Bus" having Bus
Chassis (Minimum WB 5600 MM to Maximum 6000 MM) with
Front Mounted Diesel Engine, BS-VI, OBD-Il, 6 Cylinders, Type-II,
52-2 Seater alongwith Bus Body Fabrication (in compliance of

SECTOR 17 A, CHANDIGARH

AlS:052/A1S:153, as amended from time to time and Minimum
Technical Specifications of Bus Body attached with Tender) under
Form 22 Or Form 22A to PUNBUS and PRTC. The detailed terms
& conditions are given in RFP document and this can be obtained
from https://eproc.punjab.gov.in with effect from 25-02-2026 at
12:30 hrs. The bidder will have to submit there technical and
Financial bid online completed in all respects as specified In RFP.
The last date for bid submission shall be On or before 25-03-2026
by 14:00 hrs. and the technical bid will be opened on 25-03-2026
by 15:00 hrs. The undersigned reserved the right to reject any/ all
tenders without assigning any reasons. All the bidders intending to
participate in the tender process online are required to get
the centralized E-Procurement
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in/ and the bidder must ensure that
he/she complies with the online available important guidelines at
the this portal for Digital Signature Certificate (DSC).
Sd/- Managing Director,
RO No. PR-Advt No.: 1746/12/2025-26/8597 PUNBUS

Portal i.e.

NELLORE BRANCH

MNELLORE.

APPENDIX- IV-A"[Sea provison to rule 8 (8)]

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

NEAR GANDHI STATUE, TRUNK ROAD,

E-Auction Sale Natice for Sale of

Nallore Branch, Secured Cradior, will be sold on "As is where 5",

Assats undar the Sec

action of Firancial Assets and Enforcemant of
Security Interest Act, H002 read with proviso toFule & (8) of the Security Interest | Enforcement] Rules, 2002

Motice & hereby given to the publc in genersl and in pamicular ta the Bormower (3) and Guaranior (3) that the below described immonabls
property modgagedichanged fo fhe Secured Creditar, the Symbilos Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Bank,
“Ms i what is”, and "Whatever there is” on 25-03-2028 for recovery|
Thie amount due 85 on 19.02.2026 is Rs. 25,69 45451 (Rupees Twenty Five Crores Sixty Nine Lakhs Forty Five Thousamd Four
Hundred and Fifty One Only) with further interest, cost, other charges and expenses thereon fram 20.02.2026

Barrewer :

Silks, Magunts Layout, Mellare 524003

Megunia Layout, Wellore 524003

1.Mis Sai Lakshmi Venkateswara Raw and Boiled Rice Mill (Borrower) Represented by Sole Propristor
Late Ms. Somavarapu Kameswaramma, 5.MNo. 10092 Jegadevipeta Vikage, Indukurpat Mandal, Nellore
2.Ms.Somavarapu Kameswaramma |Late), Wie Mr.Semavarapu Marshari Reddy represenied by her known legal heirs
Mr. Somavarapu Marahari Reddy and Mr. Somavarapu Sudheer Reddy, Flat No.101, Balaji Towars, Mini Bye Pass Road,

Behind Varamahalakshmi Silks, Maguréa Layout, Nelore 524003
3.Mr. Somavarapu Marshari Reddy, Slo Rami Reddy, Flat No.101, Balgji Towers, Mini Bye Pess Road, Behind Varamahalakshmi

A.Mr. Somavarapy Sudhesr Reddy, Slo Marahari Reddy, Fiat Mo, Balei Towers, Min Bya Pass Road. Behind \Varemahalsksbmni Silks,

5.Mr. Semavarapu Kalyani, Wio Somavarapu Sudheer Reddy, Flat Mo 101, Balaji Towers, Mini Bye Pass Road, Behind
Varamahalakshmi Silks, Magunta Layout, Nellors 524003

8281220220, email ID:-

n:2503-2026 1

Description of the Property: Ricemill land and building located at Gudur registration district. Indukurpet sub
registration district, Indukurpet mandal, Leburu Bi-2 Jagadevipeta village, Palta no. 133 in S5 Mo 10081 A1 withy
Ac 1.69 cents, Patta md. 165 in 5. No. 1008/2 with estent of Ac 1.11 cenls and Palta no 357 in S No 1010/2 withy
extent of Az 0.27 cents balonging to Somavarapu Kameswaramma with total extent of Ac 3.07 cents
Boundarigs: East: Sudalagunta Magarjuna rao Land, South: Dasari Srhari Prasad land to some exent and
Sivai land to some exent, West Bollineni Anand Land, North: Nellore-Mypadu R&B Road
Reserve Price : Rs_2,64.00,000/~, EMD :Rs.26,40,000v, Bid incremental amount : Rs.1,00,000-, Property ID NeIDIB&058511328

Encumbrances on property known to Bank if any: Mil
Date and time of e-Auc

Bidders are advised to wisil the website (hitps:/ibaanknet.com) of our e auction serdce provider PSE Alkance]
Pwt. Lid o participate in online bid. For Technical Assistance Flease call PSE Alliance Pvt. Lid Helpdesk Mo
support ebkray@psballiance.com and other help line numbers available in service|
providers help desk. For Registration status with PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. and EMD status, please contact
support ebkray@psballiance.com, Note - This MNotice is withoul prejudice to any other remedy available 1o thel
Secured Creditor and without prejudice to rights of the Secured Creditor to proceed with the proceedings
presently pending before DRT/RO of DRT! DRAT/ High Court and proceed with the execution of order'decres
oblained/to be obtained in SA 235/2018 before DRT, Visakhapatnam,
For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions please wvisit: hitps./)
baanknet.com and for clarifications related to this portal, please contact Helpdesk Mo 8291220220
Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number menticned abowe while searching for the property in thef
websile with https://baanknet com. For inspection of Properties Contact :

00 AM to 02:00 PM

99591 33534

Clabe ; 19-02-2028, Place : Nellore

Sd/- Authorised Officer, Indian Bank, Nellore Branch

+



