
05 TADEPALLIGUDEM THURSDAY05�03�2026

Karnataka excise 
revenue may go up 
B A L A  C H A U H A N  @Bengaluru

BUOYED by the revenue collection by 
the State Excise Department, Chief  
Minister Siddaramaiah is likely to in-
crease its revenue target to around 
`45,000 crore for FY 2026-2027 in the 
forthcoming budget from the `40,000 
crore in the previous fiscal, highly 
placed sources told TNIE.

The department is gearing up to 
overachieve the last fiscal target of  
`40,000 crore to ̀ 41,000 crore by end of  
this month. As on March 2, the depart-
ment had collected ` 36,500 crore.

War chokes Kerala flower, fruit exports 
R A J E S H  R A V I  @Kochi

EVEN the gods are not spared in wars. 
Until recently, temples in London and 
Paris bloomed each morning with jas-
mine and bael leaves flown out of  
Thiruvananthapuram, touching Du-
bai at dawn and Europe by dusk. To-
day, those same flowers have to take a 
detour through Bengaluru at nearly 
twice the freight bill and with no guar-
antee of  timely delivery.

What makes the crisis peculiar? It 
is not trade to and from West Asia that 
has stalled, rather it is the transship-
ment lifeline — Indian cargo merely 

passing through West Asian hubs — 
that is gasping for air. For decades, 
Indian exporters have relied on Gulf  
gateways for both sea and air cargo. 

Now, with key hubs caught in 
a geopolitical crosscurrent, al-
ternatives are scarce, expen-
sive and logistically strained.
The fallout is visible across 
sectors. 

Fruits, vegetables, flowers 
and perishable grocery consign-
ments bound for Europe, US, and Can-
ada are facing delays, rising freight 
costs, and, in some cases, spoilage 
risks. No one can speak about the 

fresh set of  challenges as much as 
Thiruvananthapuram-based Krishna 
Traders. In business for over 45 years, 
the firm has supplied fresh vegeta-

bles, fruits, and temple flowers to 
Indian communities abroad. 

It now runs a retail outlet in 
Birmingham, serving a di-
aspora that expects Kerala’s 
freshness on its shelves. “The 

absence of  a direct flight from 
Kochi or Thiruvananthapuram 

is hurting us badly. We now have to 
truck fresh cargo to Bengaluru and 
then forward it,” Manoj Raveen-
dranath, told TNIE.

Cong gets 28 Assembly seats, one RS in TN
We are happy and satisfied with the seat sharing agreement with DMK, says TN Cong Committee president

P R A B H A K A R  T A M I L A R A S U  @ Chennai

AFTER prolonged uncertainty, DMK 
and Congress signed the seat-sharing 
agreement on Wednesday evening, 
with the national party getting 28 
seats for the Assembly election and 
one Rajya Sabha seat for the upcom-
ing biennial election to the Upper 
House of  Parliament.

The agreement was signed between 
Chief  Minister and DMK president M 
K Stalin and Tamil Nadu Congress 
Committee president K Selvape-
runthagai, who was accompanied by 
AICC in-charge Girish Chodankar, at 
the DMK headquarters.

Addressing reporters after signing 
the pact, Selvaperunthagai, who 

looked visibly relieved and cheerful, 
dismissed questions regarding the de-
lay in finalising the agreement. 

He said there was no delay. “It is 
normal for any party to have several 
rounds of  talks before finalising the 
number of  seats. That is what Con-

gress has done. We are happy and sat-
isfied,” Selvaperunthagai said.

To a question on seat-sharing for 
Puducherry, which is also facing As-
sembly elections, Chodankar said that 
they have begun talks with the DMK 
for the union territory as well. He 
avoided a question on the national 
party’s earlier demand to the DMK for 
a share in power in Tamil Nadu by 
stating that the TNCC president had 
already answered all questions.

Seat-sharing talks between the par-
ties reached a deadlock last weekend 
after DMK rejected the Congress’s de-
mand for a minimum of  34 seats. The 
ruling party offered 25 seats, the same 
number of  seats that Congress had 
contested in 2021, and one Rajya Sab-

ha seat. When the alliance almost 
reached a breaking point, according 
to DMK senior leaders, it was DMK 
deputy general secretary and parlia-
mentary party leader Kanimozhi 
Karunanidhi who intervened and had 
a call with Congress MP Karti 
Chidambaram and roped in former 
finance minister and veteran Con-
gress leader P Chidambaram into the 
seat-sharing talks.

In an attempt to save the alliance, 
Chidambaram along with Selvape-
runthagai met Stalin at his residence 
in the presence of  Kanimozhi on 
Tuesday. During the talks, DMK ex-
pressed its readiness to increase the 
seats, and the same was later conveyed 
to the Congress high command.


