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Bidhannagar
police bust
SIM box racket,
arrest one

Kolkata: Acting information
received from  confidential
sources, West Bengal's Bidhan-
nagar Police Commissionerate
has busted an illegal SIM box
racket and arrested a person in
connection with the case, police
saidon Sunday.

Officers of the Commission-
erate's Intelligence Department
raided flat number 5B on the
fifth floor of a residential build-
inginHatiarainthe Rajarhatar-
eanear Kolkataon Saturday and
busted thering.

The items recovered by the
team in this search include- 9
SIM box machines, more than
2,500 active SIM cards, multiple
keypad mobile and Andreid de-
vices, netwerking equipment
used fer VoIP routing and GSM
termination, routers, cables,
power units and other accesso-
ries.

According to police sources,
although it appeared to be a flat
for ordinary residents from the
outside, sophisticated telecom
operations were being run ille-
gally inside.

According to intelligence
sources, international calls
were being connected to India il-
legally from that flat. Through
the sophisticated SIM box de-
vice, VoIP calls coming from
abroad were converted into lo-
cal or domestic calls and sent di-
rectly to the Indian network. As
aresult, the illegal internation-
al gateway exchange and tele-
com regulatory system were be-
ing completely bypassed. Dueto
this, the government was facing
a huge revenue loss, according
to police sources.

During the raid, the police
caught the accused Abir Sheikh
alias Monirul Islam Sajib, one
of the gang members, red- -
ed inside theflat.

Investigators claimed that
the aceused was operating mul-
tiple SIM box devices in an ac-
tivestate.

Security agencies bust massive
‘mule account’ network in J&K

Fear Misuse
By Terror
Groups

New Delhi/Srinagar: Se-
curity agencies have bust-
ed an ever-growing ecosys-
tem of “mule accounts” in
Jammu and Kashmir that
serves as the financial
backbone of glebal scam
networks, with officials
fearing that the funds rout-
ed through these accounts
could be used for separatist
and anti-national activ-
ities.

The officials said more
than 8,000 mule accounts
operating in the region
have been identified and
frozen over a period of
three years, exposing a so-
phisticated network of
meoney laundering.

They described these
accounts as the “weakest
yet most crucial link” in
the eybercrime chain, as
without them, the conver-
sion of stolen money into
untraceable cryptocurren-
cy would be impossible.

Central security agen-
cies have asked the Jammu
and Kashmir Police and
other law enforcement
agencies to hold consulta-

CRPF security nersnnnei stand guard at the temple premlses of
Shankaracharya Temple on the occasion of Maha Shivaratri, in
Srinagar on Sunday

tions with banks te curb
the mushrooming of ‘mule
accounts’ and identify mid-
dlemen, commonly re-
ferred to as “mulers”, who
facilitate such financial
frauds, they said.

Officials suspect that af-
ter the National Investiga-
tion Agency's 2017 crack-
down on the flow of illicit
money into Jammu and
Kashmir, anti-national ele-
ments may have shiftedtoa
newer model of “digital ha-
wala”, wherein commis-
sions earned by mule ac-
count holders or mulers
may be used for activities
against the country.

A muler is typieally not

the person who contacts
vietims or sends fake links.
Instead, their role is covert
but critical - arranging
and maintaining a steady
supply of mule accounts
that scammers use to re-
ceive and transfer stelen
money without revealing
theirown identities.
These mule accounts of-
ten belong to ordinary peo-
ple lured with promises of
“easy commission” and as-
sured minimal risk. They
are persuaded to hand over
full control of their bank
accounts, Including net
bankingcredentials, under
the pretext that the ac-
counts will be used briefly

as “parkingaccounts”

A single scammer is of-
ten supplied with 10 to 30
mule accounts at a time,
and inmany cases, bank ac-
counts are opened in the
name of fictitious compa-
nies, enabling large trans
actions of up to Rs 40 lakh
in a single day without im-
mediately raising alarms.

Officials said the money
trail is deliberately messy,
with the scammed money
rapidly shifted through
several accounts and bro-
ken inta smaller transac-
tions to avoid detection.

Central security agen-
cies and other law enforce-
ment organisations have
emphasised that while
mule account holders may
not design the scams or
speak to the victims, they
are active facilitators of
money laundering. By
sharing credentials and ac-
cepting commissions, they
knowingly provide the “fi-
nancial infrastructure” for
transnational crime.

“The entire scam eco-
system depends on these
accounts, Without a desti-
nation for the money, the
scam fails at the first step.
Those renting out their ac-
counts are not just victims
of circumstance; they are
theengines of thecrime,"a
senior official said. e1i

New Delhi/Srinagar: The
‘white-collar’ terror meodule
recently busted by the Jammu
and Kashmir Police indicates
that the doctors arrested in
the case had been radicalised
since 2016 and formed a new
tervor organisation named
“Ansar Interim” to carry out
subversive activities in the
Union Territory as well as in
the hinterland, officials said
‘on Sunday.

The case, which is now be-
ing probed by the National In-
‘vestigation Agency (NIA), al-
so brings to light that Dr Um-
er-un Nabi - the man behind
the wheel of the explosive-la-
den car that exploded outside
the Red Fort on November 10,
killing over a dozen people —
'had unsuccessfully attempted
te join terror groups in 2016
and 2018, they said.

Piecing together evidence
gathered so far. officials said
the accused dectors - Muza-
mil Gannie, Umer-un Nabi
{now dead), and Adeel Rather,
along with his brother Muzza-
far Rather (absconding). as
well as Maulvi Irfan, Qari Aa-
mir, and Tufail Gazi met at
Eidgah in downtown Srina-
garin April 2022.

During the meeting, they
decided to form a terror orga-
nisation “Ansar Interim.”
with Adeel named as the
‘Ameer” (chief) of the group,

Adeel had started to
look for members
for the new terror
group and roped in
an individual named
Danish, alias Jasir,
from South Kashmir

Maulvi Irfan as ‘Deputy
Ameer,’ and Gannie as trea-
surer; officials said, adding
that among militant groups,
“Ansar” is commonly asseci-
ated with the globally banned
terroroutfit Al-Qaeda.

The arrested doctors and
preachers told the interroga-
tors that the need to form a
new group emerged because
all their contacts with active
terrorists had been severed,
officials said. Roles and oper-
ational codes were assigned to
themembers during the meet-
ing.

Umer assumed the role of
coordinator and, along with
Gannie, handled finances and
procurement.

It was in that the
group decided to acquire fer-
tiliser from the Sohna and
Nuhareas of Haryana. On the
instructions of Umer, NPK
(commonly known as Potassi-
um Nitrate in this context)
was also procured from a
chemical shop in Faridabad.
During interrogation, the ar-

Docs formed terror group Ansar
Interim’ for J&K; hinterland attacks

rested doctors said Umer be-
gan watching online videos to
learn rudimentary Impro-
vised Explosive Device (IED)
construction and had man-
aged to prepare Triacetane
Triperoxide (TATP), one of
the most notable peroxide ex-
plosives, which has been used
in several terrorist attacks as
the explosive filling for IEDs.

According to  officials,
Adeel had started to look for
members for the new terrer
groupand roped in an individ-
ual named Danish, alias Jasir,
from South Kashmir,

Adeel took Danish to a
rented accommodation with-
in Al-Falah University in Fari-
dabad, where both saw Umer
and Gannie preparing TATP
explosive materials.

Umer later tried to per-
suade Danish tocarryouta'fi-
dayeen’ (suicide) attack, but
he backed out at the last min-
ute. citing his poor economie
condition and the belief that
suicide was forbidden in Is-
lam.

Umer. a 28-year-old doctor
from Pulwama, is believed to
have been the most radical-
ised member and key oper-
ative in a network spanning
Kashmir, Haryana, and Uttar
Pradesh. Officials suspect he
was planninga powerful Vehi-
cle-Borne Improvised Explo-
sive Device (VBIED) blast, et
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but also pose a major threat to
national security. A deeper in-
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Benchmark Agencies Pvt. Ltd.
Contact us for more details: (M) 99241 48433

sales@benchmarkagencies.com + www.benchmarkagenclos.cam

For delailed terms & conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in UCO Bank secured website i.e. website: www.ucobank.com
and portal of PSB alliance hitps://baanknet.com

Date : 16.02.2026, Place: Prayagraj |/ Hindi Advertisement published on Amar Ujala newspaper.

Authorised Officer- UCO Bank
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Getinsights on systematic withdrawal
plan (SWP) for informed mutual fund decisions.

When it comes to personal finance, the real risk is often lostin the noise.

Upto?

Years of disciplined SIP investing can face the biggest risk at exit.
A sudden market fall can erode accumulated corpus when withdrawals
are planned as a lump sum, Strategies such as SWP are prompting
investors to rethink how they transition from accumulation to withdrawal.

Contact your nearest Mahindra Dealership today
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