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Bidhannagar 
police bust 

SIM box racket, 
arrest one 

Kolkata: Acting information 
recclvt.'Cl from conOdcntlal 
sources. West Bengal's Bldhan• 
nagar Police Commlssioneratc 
has busted an tUcgaJ SIM box 
racket and arrested a )X'rson in 
connection with the case.police 
saldonSund~ 

Officers of the Commission­
erate's Intelligence Department 
raided flat number SB on the 
fifth floor of a residential build­
ing in Ha tiara in the Rajarhat ar­
ea near Kolkata on Saturday and 
busted the ring. 

The items recovered by the 
team in this search include- 9 
SJM box machines, more than 
2,500 active SIM cards, multiple 
keypad mobile and Android de­
vices, networking equipment 
used for VoIP routing and GSM 
termination, routers. cables. 
power units and other accesso­
ries. 

According to police sources. 
although it appeared to be a Oat 
for ordinary residents from the 
outside. sophisticated tclecom 
operations were being run ille­
gally inside. 

According to intelligence 
sources. international caUs 
were being connected to India iJ. 
legally from that nat. Through 
the sophisticated SIM box de­
vice, VoIP calls coming from 
abroad were converted into It> 
calordomcsticcallsandscntdi­
rect.Jy to the Indian network. As 
a result, the illega) internation­
al gateway exchange and tt:'le­
com regulatory systt:'m were be. 
ing oompletely bypassed. Due to 
this, the government was facing 
a huge revenue loss. according 
to police sources. 

During the raid, the police 
caught the accused Abir Sheikh 
alias Monirul Islam Sajib, one 
of the gang members, red-hand­
ed.insidetheflal 

Investigators claimed that 
the accused was operating mul­
tiple SIM box devices in an ac­
tive state. 

During the initial interroga­
tion, he confessed to being in• 
vol vcd in the racket. 

Bidhannagar Commission­
crate officials are interrogating 
the accused in custody to know 
more about the ring. An official 
of the lntclligcnCi! Department 
of the Bidhannagar Commis­
sioncrate said: • Such illegal SIM 
box operations can not only 
cause loss to tclccom revenue 
but also pose a major threat to 
national security. A deeper in­
vestigation is on tonnd who else 
tsinvolvedlnthls." AClNCtCS 
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Security agencies bust massive 
'mule account' network in J&K 

Fear Misuse 
By Terror 
Groups 

New Delhi/Srlnagar: Se­
curity agencies have bust­
ed an ever-growing ecosys­
tem of ··mule accounts" in 
Jammu and Kashmir that 
serves as the financial 
backbone of global scam 
networks, with officials 
fearing that the funds rout­
ed through these accounts 
could be used for separatist 
and anti-national activ­
ities. 

The officials said more 
than 8.000 mule accounts 
operating in the region 
have been identified and 
frozen over a period of 
three years. exposing a so• 
phisticated network of 
money laundering. 

They described these 
accounts as the ··weakest 
yet most crucial link'" in 
the cybercrime chain. as 
wilhout them. lhe conver­
sion or stolen money into 
untraceable cryptocurrcn­
cywould be impossible. 

Central security agen• 
cics have asked the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police and 
other law enforcement 
agencies to hold consulta-

CRPF security perso~ stand guard at the temple premises of 
Shankara.charya Tempk! on the occasion of Maha Shivaratri, in 
Srinagar on SUnday 

tions with banks to curb 
the mushrooming of ·mule 
accounts' and identify mid­
dlemen, commonly re­
ferred to as "'mule rs", who 
facilitate such financial 
frauds. they said. 

Officials suspect that af­
ter the National Investiga­
tion Agcncy·s 2017 crack­
down on the flow or Illicit 
money Into Jammu and 
Kashmir. anti-national ele­
ments may have shirted to a 
newer model of "digital ha­
wala". wherein commis­
sions earned by mule ac­
count holders or mulers 
may be used for actlvities 
against thecountry. 

A muler is typically not 

the person who contacts 
victims or sends fake links. 
Instead, their role is covert 
but critical - arranging 
and maintaining a steady 
supply of mule accounts 
that scammers use to re­
ceive and transfer stolen 
money without revealing 
their own identities. 

These mule accounts of. 
ten belong to ordinary J>CO· 
pie lured with promises of 
"'easy commission" and as­
sured minimal risk. They 
are persuaded tu hand over 
full control of their bank 
accounts, Including net 
banktngcredentlals, under 
the pretext that the ac­
counts will be used briefly 

as "parking accounts"'. 
A single scammer Is of. 

ten supplied with 10 to 30 
mule accounts at a lime. 
and in many cases. bank ac• 
counts are opened ln the 
name of fictitious compa• 
nlcs, enabling large trans• 
actions of up to Rs 40 lakh 
in a single day without im­
mediately raising alarms. 

Officials said the money 
trail is deliberately messy, 
with the scammed money 
rapidly shifted through 
several accounts and bro­
ken into smaller transac• 
lions to avoid detection. 

Central security agen­
cies and other law enforce-­
mcnt organisations have 
emphasised that while 
mule account holders may 
not design the scams or 
speak to the victims, they 
arc active facilitators of 
money laundering. By 
sharing credentials and ac­
cepting commissions. they 
knowingly provide the '"fl. 
nancial infrastructurc"for 
transnational crime. 

'"The entire scam eco­
system depends on these 
accounts, Without a desti­
nation for the money, the 
scam rans at the first step. 
Those rcntlng out their ac­
counts are not just victims 
of circumstance; they are 
the engines of the crime." a 
senlorofficial said. P11 
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Docs fonned terror group :i\nsar 
Interim' for J&K, hinterland attacks 
New Delhi/Srinagar: The 
·white-collar' terror module 
recently busted by theJammu 
and Kashmir Police Indicates 
that the doctors arrested in 
the case had been radicalised 
since 2016 and formed a new 
terror organisation namlXI 
';,\nsar Interim" to carry out 
subversive activities in the 
Union Territory as well as in 
the hinterland, officials said 
on Sunday. 

The case, which is now be­
ing probed by the National ln­
vest.igation Agency (NIA), aJ. 
so brings to light that Dr Um­
er-un Nabi - the man behind 
the wheel of the explosive.la­
den car that explod<!d outside 
the Red 1-brt on November 10. 
killing over a dozen people -
had wisuccessfull}' attempted 
to join terror groups in 2016 
and 2018. they said. 

Piecing together evidence 
gathered so far. officials said 
the accused doctors - Muza• 
mil Gannie. Umcr-un Nabi 
(now dead). and Adecl Rathcr. 
alongwithhis brother Muzza. 
far Rather (absconding). as 
well as Mauhri lrfan. Qari Aa­
mir. and Tufail Gazl met at 
Eidgah in downtown Srina• 
garinAprilro-22. 

During the meeting. they 
decided to form a terror orga­
nisation ":Ansar Interim, .. 
with Adecl named as the 
:Amecr· (chief) of the group. 

Adee! had started to 
look for members 
for the new terror 
group and n,ped in 
an individual named 
Danish, alias Jasir, 
from South Kashmir 

Maulvi lrfan as 'Deputy 
Ameer: and Gannie as trea­
surer, officials said, adding 
that among militant groups. 
"'.Ansar'" is commonly associ­
ated with the globaJly banned 
terroroutfitAl.Qaed.a. 

The arrested doctors and 
preachers told the interroga­
tors that the need to form a 
ne¥.' group emerged because 
all their contacts .... 1th active 
terrorists had been severed, 
officials said. Roles and oper• 
alional codes were assigned to 
thcmembersduringthcmeet• 
ing. 

Umer assumed the role of 
coordinator and. along with 
Gannie. handled fman~ and 
procurement. 

It was in 2023 that the 
group decided to acquire rcr­
tili~r from the Sohna and 
Nuh areas or Haryana. On the 
instructions of Umer. NPK 
(commonly known as Potassi­
um Nitrate In this context) 
was also procured from a 
chemical shop in Faridaba.d. 
During interrogation. the ar-

BENCHMARK® 
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rested doctors said Umer be· 
gan watching onlinc videos to 
learn rudimentary Impro­
vised Explosive Device (IED) 
construction and had man­
aged to prepare Trlacetone 
Trlperoxlde (TATP), one of 
the most notable peroxide ex­
plosives. which has boon used 
in several terrorist attacks as 
the explosive filling for IEDs. 

Accord.mg to officials. 
Adee! had started to look for 
members for the new terror 
group and.roped in an individ­
ual named Danish, alias Jasir. 
from South Kashmir. 

Adee-I took Danish to a 
rented accommodation with­
in Al-Falah Uni\-ersityin Fari­
dabad, where both saw Umer 
and Gannie preparing TATP 
explosive materials. 

Umer later tried to per• 
suade Danish to carry out a 'fi. 
daycen' (suicide) attack, but 
he backed out at the last min­
ute, citing his poor economic 
condition and the belief that 
suicide was forbidden in Is­
lam. 

Umcr. a 28-ycar-0ld doctor 
from Pulwama. Is believed to 
ha,,e been the most radical­
ised member and key opcr­
ati\-e in a network spanning 
Kashmir, H.aryana. and Uttnr 
Pradesh. Officials suspect he 
was planning a powerful Vehl• 
cle-Bornc Improvised Explt> 
si\'e Dcvioe(VBIED) blast. PT1 
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AWARDED eSUVs OF TH 
Enjoy celebration benefits of up to 

on select stock. 
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DID 
-YOU PLAN 

• YOUR EXIT? 

Get insights on systematic withdrawal 
plan (SWP) for informed mutual fund decisions. 
When it comes to personal finance, the real risk is often lost in the noise. 

Years of disciplined SIP investing can face the biggest risk at exit. 
A sudden market fall can erode accumulated corpus when withdrawals 

are planned as a lump sum. Strategies such as SWP are prompting 
investors to rethink how theytransitioo from accumulation to withdrawal 

Read the Wealth+ page tomorrow to 
understand the role SWP can play in your exit strategy. 
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Celebration Benefits valid till 28'" February 2026 on select Mahindra eSUVs 

Celebration Benefits• >< i:: V '3(? Be' 6 

Special Benefit Up tot I 80 Lakh Jp to~ 2 00 Lakh 

SUV Care Package Up tot· 25 La-<►' 

Corporate Benefit UP to< 25 000 00 Jp to< 20 00000 

Exchange/ Loyalty Benefit Up to< 30 000 00 Jp to< 30 000.00 

Total Benefits· Up to ~ 3.60 Lakh Up to ~ 2.50 Lakh 

Contact your nearest Mahindra Dealership today 
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