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Friday prayers at the
famed Palayam mosque in
Thiruvananthapuram be-
came another landmark
moment in the syncretic
ethos of the State when an
appeal by the Imam V.P.
Suhaib Maulavi during his
sermon became viral.

The Imam urged people
of Muslim faith to become
exemplary hosts to women
and children reaching the
State capital for the re-
nowned Attukal Pongala
festival in a few days from
now. The Attukal Pongala,
also known as women’s Sa-
barimala, will be held on
March 3. The annual event
sees lakhs of women reach
the city to o�er prayers
prepare the Pongala o�er-

ing for the Attukal Devi.
In the sermon, the

Imam mentioned though
that Muslims did not ob-
serve the Pongala rituals
and traditions, they could
welcome those reaching
the capital city to attend
the festival. “Like last year,
Pongala coincides with the

holy month of Ramadan
this time too. We should
share the experiences of
joy, brotherhood, and love
during Ramadan with our
sisters and their children,”
Imam Suhaib Maulavi said.

He urged the Muslim
community to arrange
drinking water, Ramadan

delicacies, and resting fa-
cilities for the guests. “Our
mosques and homes
should be opened to them.
This is an occasion to de-
monstrate our love and
brotherhood”.

Rising Islamophobia 
The Imam urged the Mus-
lim faithful to be very
aware that only with love
and fraternity could the
rising Islamophobia and
hatred in the world and In-
dia be countered. It was an
attempt to reinforce the
message of harmony
among all, irrespective of
caste and religion, the
Maulavi said.

The Imam’s message
has gone viral, with clips
being shared widely to un-
derline the message of reli-
gious solidarity.
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Palayam Imam V.P. Suhaib Maulavi.

In a notable act of commu-
nal harmony, a temple in
Kasaragod recently hosted
a community iftar in its
courtyard.

The Sree Poobanam
Kuzhi Temple at Panayal
near Bekal organised the
gathering on Thursday,
which was attended by
around 200 people. The if-
tar, where participants
shared a meal within the
temple premises, high-
lighting local unity, was
part of the Brahmakalash-
otsavam marking the re-
consecration of the tem-
ple’s deities.

“Our aim was to streng-
then communal harmony.
Muslims live around the
temple and have always
been very helpful to us. As
they were observing the
Ramadan fast, they could
not participate in the anna-

danam (community feast)
held as part of the temple’s
reconsecration festival. As
a gesture of inclusion and
goodwill, a community if-
tar was organised,” said
Chandran V, chairman,
Temple programme com-

mittee. On Thursday morn-
ing, an interfaith confe-
rence set the tone. By
evening, the temple cour-
tyard had turned into a
space of shared fasting and
fellowship.

Sajid Mavval, a resident,
said the iftar held in the
temple courtyard has
helped in strengthening
communal harmony and
brotherhood. 

“The temple has been
there for centuries, and
this was the �rst time an if-
tar was organised there.
We were fortunate to expe-
rience something that even
our forefathers never had
the opportunity to wit-
ness,” Mr. Mavval added.
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People attending an iftar in the courtyard of Sree Poobanam Kuzhi

Temple at Panayal, near Bekal, in Kasaragod on Thursday. 

The Botany department at
the University of Calicut
(CU) is planning to set up
an Interdisciplinary Centre
for Plant Taxonomy and
Bioprospecting to boost
the conservation of and re-

search into biodiversity.
Sources said, ₹3.6 crore

has been sanctioned for
the project, being imple-
mented under the Pradhan
Mantri Uchchatar Shiksha
Abhiyan (PM-USHA)
scheme. Both the Union
and the State governments
are involved in it. 
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